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PREFACE. 


THE  object  of  the  writer  of  this  little  book  is  to  place  in 
the  hands  of  persons  unacquainted  with  the  modus  operandi 
of  an  election  a  general  plan  of  the  work  to  be  done  pre- 
liminary to  and  at  an  election,  with  such  details  as  will 
enable  such  general  plan  to  be  carried  out  without  difficulty. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  work  may  also  be  found  useful  to  more 
experienced  electioneerers,  who  will  be  able  to  add  to  or 
modify  its  recommendations,  to  suit  their  own  plans  of 
procedure. 

It  may  be  stated  here  that  the  instructions,  forms,  &c., 
contained  in  the  book,  are  in  the  main  such  as  have  been 
frequently  used  in  both  borough  and  oounty  elections,  and 
everywhere  with  the  best  results.  They  have  also  been  seen 
and  approved  of  by  some  of  the  leading  election  agents  in 
England. 

The  writer  has,  as  much  as  possible,  confined  himself  to  a 
bare  detail  of  the  practical  work  of  an  election.  No  attempt 
has  been  made  to  discuss  mere  points  of  law,  but  references 
have  been  given,  where  it  has  been  thought  necessary,  to 
standard  legal  works  and  Acts  of  Parliament,  which  may  be 
consulted  when  requisite. 


IV  PREFACE. 

A  copy  of  the  Ballot  Act,  1872,  and  extracts  from  various 
Acts  of  Parliament  bearing  upon  elections,  will  be  found  in 
the  appendix.  A  copious  index  is  also  added. 

In  conclusion,  the  writer  cannot  hope  to  have  avoided 
errors,  or  to  have  provided  a  plan  which  will  meet  the  views 
of  every  experienced  agent.  He  trusts,  however,  that  his 
errors  will  be  few,  and  that  his  plan,  carefully  worked  out, 
will  be  a  good  guide,  where  a  better  does  not  exist. 


J.  BKOUGHTON  EDGE. 


5,  St.  James'  Square,  Manchester, 
November,  1873. 


OX  THE  MAN  AGE  V 


PARLIAMENTARY    ELECTION. 


THE   CANDIDATE. 

The  first  duty  of  the  election  agent  is  to  see  that  no  valid 
objection  can  be  made  to  the  status  of  the  candidates.  No 
qualification  bypropwty  is  now  required  from  either  Borough 
or  County  Members.  But  a  candidate  must  be  — 

1.  A  natural  bora  subject.1  Qualifica- 

tions of  a 

2.  Of  the  full  age  of  21  years.2  candidate. 

And  he  must  not  be  — 

1.  A  peer  (unless  of  Ireland,  and  not  one  of  the  Irish 


.      ,.      TT  r.  T       j  \  cations  of  a 

representative  peers  in  the  House  of  Lords).  candidate. 

2.  A  judge  of  the  Superior  Courts  in  England,  Ireland,  or 
Scotland.3 

3.  A  County  Court  judge.4 

4.  The  judge  of  the  Admiralty  Court.5 

5.  A  police  Magistrate  for  the  Metropolitan  District.6 

6.  A  Commissioner  of  the  City  of  London  Police,7  or  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  Receiver  appointed  under  the 
10  Geo.  4,  c.  44,  s.  18. 

7.  Registrar  or  Deputy-Registrar  of  deeds  for  the  County 


1  As  to  what  constitutes  a  natural 
born  subject,  see  12  and  13  William 
3,  cap.  2 ;  7  Anne,  cap.  5 ;  4  Geo.  2, 
cap.  21  &  13  Geo.  3,  cap.  25. 

2  7  &  8  Win.  3,  c.  25,  s.  8. 

3  It  is  said  the  Master  of  the  Rolls 


may  sit  in  the  House  of  Comnions. 

10&11  Vic.  c.  102,  s.18. 

3  &  4  Viet.,  c.  66.    See  20  and  21 

Viet,  c.  77.  s.  10. 

3  &  4  Win.  4,  c.  19. 

2  &  3  Vic.  c.  94. 

B 
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Dwquaiifl-          of   Middlesex,1   or    of   the    North,2    West,3    or  East* 
a     candi-          Kidings  of  the  County  of  York. 

8.  A  priest  or   deacon  of  the   Church  of  England,  or  a 
minister  of  the  Church  of  Scotland.5 

9.  A  person  in  holy  orders  in  the  Church  of  Rome.6 

10.  A  person  holding  an  office  or  place  of  profit  under  the 
Crown  created  since  the  20th  October,  1705.7 

11.  A  holder  of  a  pension  from  the  Crown  during  pleasure,7 
or  for  a  term  of  years  certain.8 

12.  A  contractor  for  the  public  service.9 

13.  A  bankrupt. 

14.  A  convicted  felon  or  misdemeanant  convicted  of  fraud. 

15.  A  person  reported  by  an  election  judge  as  guilty  of 
bribery  at  an  election  during  seven  years  after  the  date  of 
such  report.10 

A  candidate  who  answers  any  of  the  above  descriptions  is 
absolutely  disqualified  ;  may  be  objected  to  on  nomination, 
and  though  a  majority  of  votes  are  given  in  his  favour,  his 
election  is  void. 

Disqualifi-      A  candidate  may  not  be  wholly  disqualified,  and  yet  be 
Tcandidatl  disqualified  within  a  certain  district,  thus  :— 
as  to  a  par-      A  Eecorder  cannot  be  elected  for  the  Borough  for  which 

ticular 

place.  he  is  appointed.11 

A  Sheriff  or  a  Returning  Officer  for  the  County  or  place 

for  which  he  acts. 

A  Revising  Barrister  for  the  place,  &c.,  for  which  he  was 
appointed,  within  18  months  after  his  appointment.12 


1  7  Anne,  c.  20,  s.  21. 

2  8  Geo.  2,  c.  6,  s.  37. 

3  2  &  3  Anne,  c.  4,  s.  22. 

4  6  .Anne,  cap.  35,  s.  32. 
&  41  Geo.  3,  cap,  63. 

6  10  Geo.  4,  cap.  7.  sec.  9. 


6  Anne,  cap.  7,  s.  25,  which  specifies 
some  old  offices  which  also  dis. 
qualify,  and  see  Eogers  on  "Elec- 
tions and  Registrations,"  llth  edi- 


tion, pp.  220 — 244,  for  a  list  of  offices 
which  do  and  which  do  not  dis- 
qualify. 

8  1  Geo.  1  stat.  2,  c.  56. 

9  22  Geo.  3,  cap.  45,  sec.  1.    As  to  the 
meaning  of  "contractor,"  see  Boyse 
v.  Birley,  20  L.  T.  Reports  N.  S.  786. 

10  31  &  32  Viet.  c.  125,  s.  45. 

11  5  &6  Win.  4,  c.76,8. 103, 

12  6  Viet,  c,  18,8.28. 


THE  AGENT. 

No  person  who  has  within  seven  years  previously  been  Who  may 
found  guilty  of  any  corrupt  practice  by  any  competent  legal  agent. 
tribunal,  or  been  reported  guilty  of  any  corrupt  practice  by  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  or  by  the  report  of  an     ^ 
election  judge   or  election  inquiry  commissioners,  can  be 
engaged  as  an  cu/ent  for  the  management  of  an  election  or  as 
a  canvasser.1 

If  any  person  is  engaged  in  such  capacity  by  the  candidate  Penalty  of 


personally,  with  a  knowledge   of  this  disqualification,  the      b.  yi 
election  of  the  latter,  if  elected,  is  void. 

As  a  candidate  may  be  seriously  compromised  by  the  acts  Agent's 
of  his  agent,  the  latter  should  take  the  greatest  care,  on  his  u  y* 
employer's  accoimt  as  well  as  his  own,  that  he  engages  in  no 
questionable  proceeding  whatever.  Agents  are  continually 
importuned  by  over  zealous  and  not  over  prudent  friends  to 
do  things  which,  if  not  absolutely  illegal,  approach  very 
nearly  to  the  border  line.  The  agent's  duty  is  firmly  to 
refuse  participation  in  advising  or  even  listening  to  sugges- 
tions of  the  nature  referred  to.  An  agent  should  constantly 
bear  in  mind  that  his  business  is  superintendence ;  he  should 
personally  do  no  work  that  can  be  done  by  others.  He  should 
accustom  himself  to  a  calm  and  quiet  manner,  should  never 
be  hurried  with  his  work,  however  much  he  hurries  others ; 
and,  above  all,  he  should  never  allow  himself  to  become 
excited  during  the  progress  of  the  contest. 

It  is  his  duty  to  organise  the  various  committees  ;  to  ap- 
point clerks  and  messengers  ;  to  direct  the  preparation  of  all 
necessary  books,  papers,  forms,  £c. ;  to  daily  examine  the 
general  returns  of  the  canvass ;  to  arrange  for  the  candidate 
addressing  meetings,  &c. ;  and  generally  to  superintend  the 
whole  machinery  of  the  election. 

i  31  &  32  Viet.  c.  125,  sec.  44. 
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Special  If  the  candidate   personally  undertakes  any  part  of  the 

attend        canvass  a  special  agent  should  always  accompany  him.     This 

ate<  agent  should  either  be  a  professional  man  oi"  a  man  of  high 

character,  who  should  never  leave  the  candidate  alone  whilst 

canvassing. 

The  agent  for  the  management  of  the  election  is  usually 
(except  in  very  large  constituencies)  the  statutory  agent  for 
election  expenses.1 

Agent  for  It  is  an  advantage  for  him  to  be  such,  and  to  have  thus  a 
expenses,  direct  control  over  every  shilling  of  expenditure.  Whoever 
is  the  agent  for  election  expenses  should,  however,  require 
His  duty,  weekly  accounts  to  be  sent  in  to  him  of  the  wages  due  to 
every  person  employed  in  and  about  the  election,  those  from 
the  central  committee  verified  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee or  the  election  agent,  and  those  from  the  ward  or 
district  committees  by  the  respective  chairmen  of  those  com- 
mittees. In  a  borough,  a  trustworthy  clerk  should  daily  visit 
each  committee  room  to  inquire  what  things  are  required, 
and  should  make  a  memorandum  of  what  is  wanted,  and 
should  supply  the  same  under  the  directions  of  the  agent  for 
election  expenses  who  should  alone  be  empowered  to  pledge 
the  credit  of  the  candidate.  If  anything  is  wanted  on  an 
emergency,  the  chairman  or  secretary  of  the  ward  or  district 
should  pay  for  it  out  of  his  own  pocket,  making  out  a  bill  in 
his  own  name  against  the  candidate,  and  sending  it  for  pay- 
ment to  the  agent  for  the  election  expenses  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  name  and  address  of  the  agent  for  election 
expenses  must  be  sent  in  by  the  candidate  to  the  returning 
officer2  on  or  before  the  day  of  nomination. 
Appoint-  No  formal  appointment  of  an  agent  for  the  election  is 

ment  of 

election     required. 

HiTpiace       -^s  place  °f  business  should  be  at  the  central  committee 

of  business. 

1  As  to  which  see  26  Viet.  c.  29,  s.  2,  and  for  form  of  Appointment  see  post. 
2  See  26  Viet.  c.  29,  B.  2. 


rooms,  where  he  should  have  a  room  to  himself,  with  a 
special  messenger  at  the  door  to  take  in  the  names  of  all 
who  desire  to  see  him.  No  person  except  members  of  the 
central  committee  s-lnmld  be  allowed  to  enter  this  room 
without  the  agent's  permission  first  given. 

The  agent,  if  paid  for  his  services,  cannot,  of  course,  vote  Cannot 
at  the  election  as  "  The  Representation  of  the  People  Act " 
expressly  prohibits  all  persons  paid  for  services  at  an  election  vlce8' 
from  voting  at  that  election. 

THE  CANVASS. 

Very  much  of  the  success  of  an  election  (especially  since 
the  passing  of  the  Ballot  Act)  depends  upon  a  well-organized 
canvass  thoroughly  carried  out.  It  is,  therefore,  important 

that  the  object  of  the  canvass  should  be  constantly  borne  in  Object  of 

canvass, 
mind,  not  only  by  the  election  agent  but  by  the  committee 

and  canvassers. 

The  object  of  the  canvass  is  to  ascertain  (1),  how  those 
electors  whose  minds  are  made  up  intend  to  vote,  (2)  how 
those  electors  whose  minds  are  not  made  up  may  be  legiti- 
mately influenced.  The  manner  in  which  this  object  is  to  be 
carried  out,  and  the  bearing  it  has  on  the  election  we  will  now 
endeavour  to  explain. 

In  the  first  place  the  agent  will  have  to  provide  himself  Books, 
with  the  following  books  and  forms,  viz. : —  forcan- 

1.  Register  of  voters. 

2.  Ward  or  district  books. 

3.  Canvasser's  canvass  book. 

4.  Canvasser's  return  sheets. 

5.  Ward  or  district  return  sheets. 

6.  Central  committee's  canvass  ledger. 

7.  Canvass  cards. 

8.  Circulars,  &c. 

The  use  of  each  of  these  will  be  explained  in  detail. 
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REGISTERS  OF  VOTERS. 

Use  of  These  will  be  obtained  from  the  town  clerk  or  clerk  of  the 

c/Voters    Peace?  or  other  person  who  has  charge  of  the  Parliamentary 

roll.     They  are  charged  for  at  the  following  rate1:— 


Not  exceeding  1,000  names  

s. 
....     1 

(I. 

o 

Exceeding  1,000  and  not  exceeding  3,000 
Exceeding  3,000  and  not  exceeding  6,000 
Exceeding  6,000  and  not  exceeding  9,000 
Exceeding  9.000 

....     2 
....     5 
....     7 
.  10 

6 
0 
6 
0 

A  few  copies  only  will  be  required  at  first,  viz.,  two  or 
three  for  the  central  committee  room  and  one  for  each  ward 
or  district  committee  room.  One  of  the  former  and  the  part 
relating  to  each  ward  or  district  of  the  latter,  should  be  ruled 
in  the  margin  with  as  many  columns  as  there  were  candidates 
at  the  last  election,  and  headed  with  the  names  of  the  then 
candidates  thus — 


Smith 

Jones 

;  Brown 

Robin- 
son. 

New 
Voters 

I 

6  Yic.  c.  18,  Sckecl.  D. 
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and  a  mark  thus  (/)  should  be  placed  against  the  name  of  the 
voter  and  under  the  name  of  the  candidate  for  whom  he  then 
voted  or  pledged  himself.  Should  the  voter  not  have  voted  at 
the  last  election,  or  if  (since  the  Ballot  Act)  it  is  not  known 
how  he  voted,  then  his  politics,  if  known,  should  be  described 
by  the  letter  (7,  R,  D,  &c.,  to  indicate  that  his  leanings  are 
Conservative,  Radical,  or  doubtful,  as  the  case  may  be.  The 
object  of  the  marked  register  is  to  give  the  various  committees 
some  indication  of  the  manner  in  which  each  voter  should  be 
approached  when  being  canvassed,  as  that  he  is  a  known 
friend  or  opponent,  that  he  is  favourable  or  otherwise,  or  that 
nothing  is  known  of  him.  Now  that  the  Ballot  is  in  force,  it 
may  be  difficult  to  note  precisely  how  each  voter  votes  under 
it.  A  practised  election  agent  will,  however,  be  able  to  make 
a  tolerably  correct  return  from  the  way  in  which  a  voter  has 
hitherto  been  accustomed  to  vote,  from  the  promise  which  he 
gives,  and  from  his  associates,  expressed  opinion,  &c.,  &c.  It 
will  therefore  be  very  necessary  to  retain  this  form,  bearing 
in  mind  the  object  for  which  it  is  intended. 

2.    THE  WARD  OR  DISTRICT  BOOK. 

The  ward  or  district  book  is  a  list  of  all  the  voters  entitled  x;se  of 
to  vote  in  that  particular  ward  or  district.     It  should  be  made  ^J^o 
out  according  to  the  order  of  the  streets,  &c.,  and  can  generally  books, 
be  conveniently  compiled  from  the  rate  book.     It  should  be 
made  foolscap  size,  two  sides  to  a  page,  paged  throughout ; 
the  name  of  the  street  placed  at  the  top  of  each  page  with 
the  No.  of  the  canvasser's  book  containing  the  names  on  that 
page  noted  at  the  top  thus — 


12 


8    fc    £ 

ill 
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The  spaces  between  each  name  should  be  wide  and  distinct, 
and  where  a  street  ends,  two  or  three  Hues  should  be  left 
before  the  name  of  the  new  street  is  written.  An  index  of 
the  street  should  then  be  made  and  written  at  the  beginning 
of  the  book  with  references  to  the  pages  where  each  street,  or 
parts  of  it  appears. 

3.    CANVASSER'S  CANVASS  BOOK. 

These  are  small  books  for  the  use  of  individual  canvassers, 
and  are  usually  made  of  such  a  size  as  will  enable  them  to  be  books, 
carried  about  conveniently  in  the  pocket. 

They  should  not  contain  more  than  four  leaves,  and  the 
following  instruction  should  be  printed  in  the  inside  of  the 
cover : — 


ELECTION. 


18    . 
DISTRICT.  ) 


SMITH  &  JONES. 

Great  caution  should  be  observed  in  noting  precisely  the  reply  given 
by  the  canvassed  elector.  Nothing  less  than  an  absolute  unequivocal 
promise  should  be  recorded  as  a  promise.  Mere  expressions  of  friendly 
feeling,  or  statements,  that  "Perhaps  he  will  vote  if  required  to  save 
the  election,"  and  such  like  evasive  replies,  very  frequently  given  to 
canvassers,  should  be  noted  against  the  elector's  name  in  the  "  re- 
marks "  column,  as  nearly  as  possible  in  his  own  words  ;  but  not 
registered  as  a  promise.  If  this  precaution  were  more  often  and  more 
carefully  observed,  candidates  would  be  spared  much  expense  [and 
disappointment. 

No  promise  of  refreshment  or  favour  must  be  made  to  a  voter,  as 
an  inducement  for  his  vote. 

Canvassers  are  particularly  requested  to  report  daily  the  jresult 
of  their  canvass  on  the  sheets  given  to  them  for  the  purpose. 

JKS-  This  book  must  be  returned  to  the  election  agent  IMMEDIATELY 
after  the  election. 


Committee  Rooms.  ELECTION  AGENT. 
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The  inside  should  be  ruled  as  follows  : — 


1 

p 
Blank           g 
canvass        "— 
book.            g 

1 

w 

1 
j 

1 

| 

& 

1  i 

I 

li 

O 

d    *,     I 

^      O      O 

w 

g 

.2 

(B 

a 

Voted  or  Pledged  in 
18  . 

I1 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

•OH 
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The  cover  of  the  book  should  be  of  stiff  paper,  and  should 
be  endorsed  as  follows  : — 


PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTION. 
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WARD  [OR  DISTRICT]. 

No. 

The  books  must  be  prepared  for  the  canvassers  and  copied  How  pre- 
from  the  ward  or  district  canvass  book,  beginning  at  page  1 
of  the  latter  and  so  on  to  the  end. 

No  canvasser's  book  should  contain  more  than  a  dozen 
voters'  names.  If  from  the  class  of  persons  to  be  canvassed 
or  for  any  other  reason  a  canvasser  thinks  he  can  undertake 
to  canvass  a  greater  number  of  voters,  it  will  be  easy  for  him 
to  take  two  or  more  books,  but  as  a  rule  the  fewer  persons  a 
canvasser  has  in  his  charge  the  better. 

In  preparing  the  canvassers'  books,  the  number  of  the  page 
of  the  ward  or  district  canvass  book  from  which  the  names, 
dec.,  are  extracted  should  be  placed  at  the  left  hand  top 
corner  of  each  book,  for  facility  of  reference.  The  name 
of  the  ward  or  district  should  also  be  written  in,  and  the 
name  of  the  voter  and  the  street  where  he  resides,  and  the 
number  of  the  house  (if  any),  with  the  information  as  to  his 
known  or  probable  politics,  in  fact,  a  precise  copy,  so  far  as 
it  goes,  of  the  ward  or  district  canvass  book  should  be  made. 

The  residence  of  each  voter  need  not  be  separately  stated, 
but  the  name  of  the  street  or  place  may  be  written  on  the 
top  of  a  page,  and  the  number  of  all  the  voters'  residences  in 
that  street  inserted  in  the  column  provided  for  that  purpose. 

The  •  canvasser's  book  as  prepared  for  the  canvasser  will  Canvass 
then  be  as  follows:- 
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In  this  book  the  canvasser  will  note  the  result  of  his  HOW  used, 
canvass.  It  will  be  observed  that  columns  are  provided  only 
for  absolute  pledges.  Some  agents  prefer  to  have  columns 
for  those  voters  who  are  '••favourable/'  "doubtful,"  "won't 
vote,"  &c.,  &c.,  but  we  prefer  that  these  answers  should  be 
inserted  in  the  "  Remarks  "  column,  as  a  number  of  column- 
t> -IK  Is  to  confuse  the  canvasser,  and  voters  are  liable  to  be 
overlooked  or  considered  finally  canvassed  \\loo  ought  to  be 
visited  attain  and  again,  whilst  the  information  is  of  little 
real  utility. 

A  list  of  the  canvassers'  books  should  be  kept  in  the  ward  List  to  b* 
or  district  book,  and  opposite   each  numbered    canvasser's111 
book  should  be  the  name  and  address  of  the  person  to  whose 
charge  it  has  been  entrusted,  and  the  dates  when  each  book 
iven  out,  and  returns  made  thus :— 


No. 

of 

Name. 

Given 

Returns. 

Book. 

Out. 

1. 

John  Smith, 

1 

2 

3 

4 

3,  North  Street. 

Aug.  10 

13th 

15th 

16th 

•> 

William  Jones, 

Aug.  11 

15th 

16th 

17th 

18th 

16,  South  Parade. 

4.-CANVASSERS'   RETURN   SHEETS. 

These  are  intended  to  contain  the  canvassers'  report  to  his  Use  of 
Ward  or  District  Committee  of  the  progress  of  his  canvass 
from  day  to  day.    They  are  best  in  the   following   form, 
printed  upon  paper  about  the  size  of  letter  paper  : — 
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Return  of  day's  canvass_ 


ELECTION,  18 
_  day  of 


18 


Ward 


No. 


Book. 


No. 

on 

Kegis- 

4c 

Name. 

Jones 

John- 
son 

White 

Thomp- 
son 

Kemarks. 

ter. 

Some  agents  prefer  a  fuller  form  giving  the  progressive 
number  in  the  canvass  book,  and  the  residence  of  the  voter. 
We  strongly  however  advise  the  use  of  this  form,  as  it  is  not 
desirable  to  give  canvassers  any  unnecessary  labour,  and  the 
voter's  name  can  easily  be  found  in  the  Ward  book  by 
reference  to  the  number  of  the  canvasser's  book  at  the  right 
hand  corner  of  the  return. 


5.-WARD  OR  DISTRICT  RETURN  SHEETS. 

Use  of  Each  ward  or  district  committee  will  have  to  make  daily 

daily  ward  .,  ,      -.  ,.  ...  Oll 

or  district  returns  to  the  central  or  executive  committee  of  the  position 
anc^  Pr°gress  °f  the  canvass  in  its  ward  or  district,  so  that  a 
general  return  can  be  prepared  of  the  whole  constituency. 

It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  only  the  ward  or  district 
committees  ought  to  deal  with  individuals ;  the  central  or 
executive  committee  with  numbers  alone. 
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The  ward  or  district  return  sheets  will  contain  numbers 
only,  thus — 

Election,  18  _ 


Return  of  Canvass  for 
No. 


day  of 


Ward 

[or  District.^ 
18 


Total  number 
on  Register 
in  this  Ward 
[or  District.] 

Pledges. 

Double  Entries 

i 

Not 

Remarks. 

Jones 

John- 
son 

White 

Thomp- 
son 

• 

Signed 


CHAIRMAN. 

NOTE. — These  returns  must  be  furnished  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee every  morning  at  10  a.m. 


6.-CENTRAL    COMMITTEE'S    CANVASS 
LEDGER. 

This,  as  its  name  implies,  is  a  book  in  which  a   ledger  ^ae  of  cen- 
account  is  opened  with  each  ward  or  district,  as  well  as  a  ^jj^g111 
general  account  with  the  whole  constituency.     It  should  be  canvass 
kept  carefully  under  lock  and  key  by  the  election  agent,  and 
the  position  of  matters  should  only  be  known  to  himself  and 
the  principal  leaders  of  his  party. 

A  page  will  be  ruled  for  each  ward  or  district  as  follows : — 


ledger. 
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Use  of 
canvass 
cards. 


Ward  [or  District.] 


No.  of  Electors. 


Date. 

No. 
of 

Keturn 

Jones 

John- 
son 

White 

Thomp- 
son 

4 

II3 

t 

Unpledged. 

A  general  account  of  the  whole  constituency  will  be  made 
out  in  the  same  way  and  entered  up  daily.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  how  the  canvass  is  progressing,  and  the  returns  from 

each  ward  or  district  will  shew  whether  due  exertions  are 

» 

being  used  by  each  ward  or  district  committee. 

7.    CANVASS    CARDS. 

These  are  intended  to  be  used  by  the  canvassers  when 
calling  upon  voters,  and  are  ordinary  cards,  printed  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Election. 


187 


Mr. 


fully  solicited  for  Messrs.  Jones  and  Johnson. 


's  vote  and  interest  are  respect- 


Special 
cards 


Chairman  of  Committee. 

Special  cards  intended  to  be  used  when  the  canvasser  is 
personally  known  to,  or  can  influence  the  voter,  should  also  be 
provided,  thus — 


Election. 


187        . 

Mr. begs  most  respectfully  to 

.solicit  your  vote  and  interest  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  Jones  and  Johnson. 


8.    CIRCULARS,  &c. 

Blank  forms  of  circulars  for  the  use  of  the  ward  or  dis- 
trict secretaries,  in  calling  together  their  committees,  &c. 
They  may  be  in  the  following  form  : — 

ELECTION-. 


187 . 

MESSRS.  JONES  &  JOHNSON. 

North  Ward  Committee  Eooms, 
No.  2,  John-street, 

187 

Dear  Sir, 

A  meeting  of  the  North  Ward  Committee  •will  be  held  in  the 

COMMITTEE  ROOMS  as  above  on at 

o'clock  m.,  when  the  favour  of  your  attendance  is  requested. 

Yours  truly, 

Chairman. 
Yice-Chairman. 


Circulars  also  in  the  following  form  will  be  found  highly  Special 
useful  where  a  voter  can  be  legitimately  influenced  by  some  circular3- 
friend.     But  great  care  should   be  used  not  to  send   such 
circular  to  any  person  who  has  not  influence  with  the  voter 

apart  from  his  position  as  a  mere  employer,  overlooker,  &c. 

C 
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Election. 


187 

Committee  Rooms, 

No.  2,  John-street, 

__    187      . 
Dear  Sir, 

You  will  greatly  oblige  Messrs.  Jones  and  Johnson's  Com- 
mittee   by  using   your  friendly  influence  on  their  behalf  to  secure 

the  vote  of  Mr. of_ 

Yours  most  respectfully, 


To 


An  answer  at  your  earliest  convenience  informing  me  of  the  result  of 

your  canvass  of  Mr.          will  be  considered 

a  favour. 


Candi-  Copies  of  the  candidates'  addresses  on  thin  paper  and  in  a 

addresses.   Por^able  form  for  distribution  by  the  canvassers  should  be 
provided  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  voters. 


Whilst  the  various  books  and  papers  mentioned  are  in 
course  of  preparation  the  election  agent  should  take  steps 
for  securing 

COMMITTEE  ROOMS. 

Central  Central   Committee   Eooms   for   the   county   or   borough 

committee  should  be  provided  in  the  most  central  and  convenient  place, 

rooms. 

and  should  be  under  the  immediate  care  and  supervision  of 
the  principal  election  agent,  who  should  be  there  constantly 
to  give  advice  and  directions.  A  private  room  should  be  set 
apart  for  his  use  and  the  use  of  the  central  committee,  and 
nobody  else  should  be  allowed  in  that  room  without  the 
express  permission  of  the  agent. 
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Kadi    ward    <»r   di.-trict    committee    room    .-hould,    in    liku  W* 
manner,  be  in  the  most  central  and  accessible  part  of  tin-  .mittee 

or  district.     It  will  lu-  under  the  immediate  can-  and  control  p    "^ 
of  tlif  ward  or  district  diairman,  and  a  paid  secretary  should 
be    constantly  there  for    the    purpose   of  attending   to    the 
books,  giving  information,  taking  charge   of  messa 
Then-  should  also  be  a  private  room  for  the  meetings  of  the 
district  committee  separate  from  tin-  general  enquiry  room. 

If  possible  no  committee   room   should   be   in  a  public  No  com- 
liousc.     If  that-  is  unavoidable  the  rooms  should  be  entirely  room  to  b« 


under  the  control  of  the  ward  or  district  committees,  so  that 
they  may  have  constant  access  thereto,  and  be  able  to  exclude  avoidable 
all  other  persons  therefrom.     The  following  notice  should 
moreover  be  served  upon  the  landlord  : — 

ELECTION  187 


I,  the  undersigned, Notice  to 

being  the  Agent  for  Election  Expenses  duly  appointed  by  and  acting  be  given 

on  behalf  of  __ 

candidates  for  the  representation  in  Parliament  of  _ 

do  hereby  give  you  notice,  that  the 

said  candidates  will  not  be  answerable  or  accountable  to  you  for  the 
cost  of  any  meat,  drink,  or  refreshment  whatever  supplied  by  you  to 
any  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  acting,  or  claiming  or  pretending 
to  act  on  their  behalf  in  connection  with  the  said  election,  or  for  the 
repayment  of  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  which  you  may  disburse  or 
advance  for  or  in  connection  with  the  said  election,  or  any  other 
account  whatever  relating  thereto,  other  than  and  except  for  the 
hire  of  the  room  occupied  by  the  committee  of  the  said  candidates 
at  your  house. 

Dated  this day  of 18 


Agent  for  Election  Expenses. 
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No  re-  Xo  refreshments  of  any  kind  should  be  allowed  in   the 

fresnments  ^ 

in  commit-  committee  room.  If  any  such  are  required  by  the  stan 
(upon  pressing  occasions)  they  should  be  served  in  a  separate 
room. 

Committee      On  the  day  of  election  it  will  be  found  convenient  to  have 

day  of        a  committee  room  as  near  to  each  polling  booth  as  possible, 
poll. 

The  agent  will  then  have  to  arrange  for  the  formation  of 

WARD  OR    DISTRICT  COMMITTEES. 

teesTow  ^  sePara^e  committee  should  be  appointed  for  each  ward 
formed.  or  polling  district,  and  should  be  composed  of  the  most 
active  and  zealous  friends  of  the  candidates.  If  possible,  a 
man  of  position  with  influence  in  the  particular  ward  or 
district  should  be  got  to  take  the  position  of  chairman,  and 
his  name  should  be  attached  to  all  letters,  circulars,  &c., 
emanating  from  his  committee,  so  that  his  influence  may  be 
most  widely  felt.  If  it  is  thought  fit  a  vice-chairman  can 
also  be  appointed,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  an  intel- 
ligent paid  secretary.  * 

The  intended  chairman  and  two  or  three  other  influential 
leaders  of  the  party  should  issue  a  circular,  calling  a  meeting 
in  the  committee  room  of  the  ward  or  district.  This 
circular  should  be  sent  to  all  those  friends  who  are  likely  to 
come  forward  and  assist  in  the  election,  whatever  their  rank 
or  position  may  be.  They  will  be  required  as  canvassers,  and 
the  more  numerous  they  are,  the  more  the  work  can  be  sub- 
divided and  attended  to. 

First  moot-      At  the  meeting  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  persons 

^district  present  should  be  taken  by  the  secretary  under  the  direction 

committee.  Q£  ^IQ  c]iajrmailt     ^his  is  very  desirable  for  several  reasons, 

as,  that  it  prevents  spies  getting  into  the  committee  room  or 

obtaining   possession   of  canvass   books  ;  it  shews  who  are 

zealous  in  the  cause,  &c.,  &c.     It  should,  of  course,  be  done 


L'.l 

"before  the  commencement  of  business.  Tliis  meeting 
if  possible,  be  attended  by  tin-  elertioii  a-vnt.  uho  -hould  IK? 
can-fid  to  see  that  e\ eryhody  clearly  understands  Ids  fluty 
and  that  the  work  of  the  committee  is  fairly  and  properly 
ht  gun.  The  chairman  should  shortly  state  that  the  object  of 
the  meeting  is  to  organise  a  committee  for  canvas-in^ -the, 
ward  or  district  and  for  conducting  the  election.  He  should 
explain  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  staff  of  canvassers  who 
will  be  supplied  with  books  containing  the  names  of  about 
-.1  dozen  voters  residing  or  carrying  on  business  near  to  each 
other,  and  that  he  will  l)e  glad  if  the  gentlemen  present  will 
volunteer  their  services.  The  canvass  books  will  then  be 
given  out,  care  being  taken  that  the  number  of  the  book  and 
the  names  and  addresses  of  the  persons  accepting  them  be 
recorded.  An  executive  committee  of  half-a-dozen  influen- 
tial and  active  men  should  then  be  formed  to  superintend 
the  canvass,  and  the  election  agent  should  then  read  over  and 
carefully  explain  to  the  canvassers  the  instructions  set  out 
further  on.  If  considered  necessary  copies  might  be  printed 
at  a  small  expense  and  one  copy  given  to  each  canvasser,  who 
could  then  study  it  at  his  leisure. 

As  a  rule  a  canvasser  should  only  take  charge  of  one  can- 
vass book,  for  though  he  may  be  able  to  call  upon  more  than 
a  dozen  voters  to  ask  for  their  votes,  yet  on  the  day  of  polling 
he  may  find  great  difficulty  in  getting  a  greater  number  to 
the  poll.  There  may,  however,  be  exceptionable  circum- 
stances which  will  justify  a  canvasser  in  taking  two  or  more 
books,  as,  that  the  voters  are  well-known  friends  or  of  a  class 
that  may  be  depended  upon  to  poll,  or  the  canvasser  may 
undertake  to  get  the  assistance  of  his  friends,  &c. 

Very  frequently  there  are  active  friends  who  cannot,  or  do 
not  attend  the  first  committee  meeting.  Sometimes  other 
friends  will  suggest  their  names  and  undertake  to  see  them 
with  a  canvass  book.  In  such  cases  the  number  of  the  book 
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and  the  name  of  the  person  undertaking  to  deliver  it,  and 
the  name  and  address  of  the  proposed  canvasser  should  be 
carefully  taken  down,  and  enquiry  should  be  made  in  a  day 
or  two  afterwards  to  ascertain  if  such  book  has  been  accepted 
by  the  proposed  canvasser.  If  all  the  canvass  books  are  not 
taken  out  the  chairman  or  vice-chairman  should  personally 
see  other  friends,  and  urge  them  to  give  their  assistance. 

It  should  be  an  inflexible  rule,  to  be  departed  from  only 
under  the  direst  necessity,  not  to  employ  a  paid  canvasser, 
whether  a  voter  or  not.  Of  course,  if  you  employ  a  voter  in 
any  capacity  you  disqualify  him  for  voting,1  but  apart  from 
that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  returns  of  a  paid  can- 
vasser. If,  however,  you  cannot  get  your  canvass  undertaken 
by  volunteers,  you  must  employ  paid  men,  but  we  would  give 
little  for  the  chances  of  a  candidate  driven  to  the  latter  alter- 
native. 

The  chairmen  of  the  various  ward  or  district  committees 
should  be  furnished  by  the  agent  with  written  or  printed 
instructions,  which  may  be  as  follows  : — 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  WARD   OR    DISTRICT 
COMMITTEES. 

1.  The  names  and  addresses  of  the  chairmen,  vice-chairmen,  and 
secretary  of  each  ward  or  district  committee  must  be  sent  to  Mr. 

,  the  election  agent,  at  the  central  committee 
rooms,  street,  immediately  they  are  appointed. 

2.  Each  ward  or  district  committee  will  be  held  responsible  for  the 
immediate  and  efficient  canvass  of  its  ward  or  district  and  must  make 
all  arrangements  necessary  for  the  purpose.^ 

Paid  can-        3.  No  paid  canvasser  must  be  appointed  without  the  special  sanction 
yasaers,  &c.  of  the  central  committee. 

4.  The  only  paid  officers  attached  to  the  ward  or  district  committee 
will  be  the  secretary  or  clerk  and  one  or  two  messengers.  These  may 

i  30&31  Vic.  c.  102,  sec.  11. 
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be  appointed  by  the  ward  or  district  committee,  but  their  n. -tines  and 
addresses  must  be  at  once  sent  in  to  th«?  election  agent.  They  must 
not  be  voters,  as  any  elector  employed  for  REWARD  by  or  on  hch&lf  of 
a  candidate  six  months  before  or  during  an  election  is  disqualified 

from  voting. 

5.  The  chairman  of  the  ward  or  district  committee,  or  in  his  absence 
the  vice-chairman,  must  <lnily  inspect  the  ward  or  district  book  to  *. 
that  every  canvasser  is  doing  his  duty  and  that  every  part  of  the  ward  </«//,/ 
or  district  is  being  canvassed.    Wherever,  from  the  absence  of  returns  examined, 
or  otherwise,  a  canvasser  appears  not  to  be  progressing  with  his  part 
of  the  canvass,  enquiry  must  be  at  once  made  into  the  cause  of  the 
delay,  and  if  it  is  not  satisfactorily  explained,  another  canvasser  who 
can  be  depended  upon  must  be  associated  with  the  old  canvasser,  or  if 
absolutely  necessary,  the  book  must  be  called  in,  or  another  one  made 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  another  canvasser. 

G.  The  chairman  must  see  that  the  canvassers  thoroughly  under- 
stand their  instructions. 

7.  A  return  of  the  state  of  the  canvass  must  be  made,  upon  the  Return  of 
forms  supplied,  to  Mr.  ,  the  election  agent,  eca-y  ^ 
morning  at  10  o'clock.     The  return  must  be  of  the  yro&t  canvass,  and 

must  be  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  ward  or  district,  and  must  be 
sent  under  seal.  A  copy  should  be  kept  by  the  chairman  in  his  own 
custody,  but  should  not  be  seen  by  anyone  beyond  the  executive  com- 
mittee. These  returns  must  be  compared  with  each  other  from  day 
to  day,  and  the  progress  made  in  the  canvass  noted. 

8.  If  any  voter  is  returned  by  a  canvasser  as  having  removed  into  Out-Yoters 
another  ward  or  district,  his  name  must  be  entered  in  a  book  called 

the  "  Out-Voter's  List,"  under  the  head  of  the  ward  or  district  into 
which  he  has  removed.  His  name,  new  address,  and  register  number 
must  also  be  sent  to  the  chairman  of  the  latter  ward  or  district,  with  a 
request  that  the  voter  may  be  canvassed  and  a  return  made  of  the 
result.  This  return  must  be  noted  in  the  "  Out- Voter's  List,"  and 
also  in  the  ward  or  district  book,  and  the  pledge  ("if  given)  must  be 
counted  as  a  pledge  obtained  in  the  ward  or  district  where  the  voter's 
name  appears.  The  chairman  of  the  ward  or  district  must  daily 
examine  the  "Out- Voter's  List"  (which  maybe  conveniently  made  in 
the  spare  leaves  of  the  ward  or  district  book),  and  if  due  diligence  is 
not  being  shewn  in.  canvassing  the  voters  therein,  he  must  write  to 
the  chairmen  of  the  wards  or  districts  to  whom  the  names  of  the 
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voters  have  been  sent  urging  them  to  make  a  return  of  the  canvass. 
It  is  a  fundamental  rule  that  the  committee  of  each  ward  or  district 
must  see  to  each  voter  whose  name  appears  in  their  part  of  the  register 
of  voters  being  properly  canvassed. 

Out-voters      $    \Vhen  the  chairman  of  a  ward  or  district  receives  the  name  of  a 

to  be  ca.ii- 

TaBsed  list,  voter,  resident  in  his  ward  or  district,  for  canvass,  he  must  see  that 

the  clerk  or  secretary  duly  enters  the  name,  new  address,  and  register 
number  of  the  voter  in  a  book  (or  spare  leaves  of  the  ward  or  district 
book)  called  the  "  Out-Voters  to  be  Canvassed  List,"  under  the  head 
of  the  ward  or  district  from  which  the  name  is  received.  He  must 
also  see  that  each  name,  is  transferred  to  the  canvass  book  of  the 
canvasser  of  the  street,  &c.,  where  the  voter  resides,  and  that  the 
canvasser  is  instructed  to  see  him.  He  must  daily  examine  this  list 
in  the  same  manner  and  for  the  same  purpose  as  he  examines  the  ward 
or  district  book  ;  and  when  the  voter  has  been  canvassed  he  must 
cause  the  result  to  be  entered  in  the  "  Out- Voters  to  be  Canvassed" 
list,  and  must  send  a  copy  thereof  to  the  chairman  of  the  ward  or 
district  from  whom  the  name  was  received.  In  making  his  return  of 
pledges  the  chairman  will  not  count  the  pledges  in  the  "  Out- Voters  to 
be  Canvassed  "  list,  as  they  will  be  counted  in  the  ward  or  district 
where  the  voter's  name  appears.  Upon  the  day  of  polling,  however, 
the  committee  of  the  ward  or  district  where  the  voter  resides  will  be 
considered  to  have  charge  of  him,  and  must  arrange  for  his  polling. 
Voters  left  10.  If  any  voter  is  returned  by  a  canvasser  as  having  left  the  town, 
town,  &c.  &c.,  his  name  and  register  number,  and  any  information  about  him 
must  be  entered  in  a  like  list  entitled  "  Left  Voters,"  and  must  be 
sent  to  the  central  committee  room.  The  fact  of  his  having  left 
town  must  also  be  carefully  noted  in  the  ward  or  district  book. 
Double  1  !•  K  a  voter's  name  appears  more  than  once  upon  the  register 

qualifica-     (whether  in  the  same  or  different  wards  or  polling  districts)  informa- 
Toters.         ti°n  °f  *ne  *ac*  wi*n  *ko  register,  number,  and  the  name  of  the  list 
must  be  sent  to  the  central  committee,  and  also  marked  in  the  ward 
or  district  canvass  book. 

Voters'  12.     No  payment  or  promise  of  payment  must,  under  any  circum- 

trayelling    stances,  be  made  to  a  voter  for  travelling  expenses,  nor  must  refresh- 
ments be  provided  for,  or  money  for  refreshments  paid  to  him. 
Special  ^'     ^  a  vo*er  w^  no*  P^dge  *°  the  canvasser  calling  upon  him 

canvassing  and  some  friend  is  supposed  to  have  legitimate  influence  with  him, 
u  the  chairman  may,  in  his  discretion,  fill  up  and  send  to  such  friend 

the  circular  letter  provided.     Great  care  must,  however,  be  exercised 
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in  sending  such  circular  (which  ought  to  be  sent  to  known  friend* 
only),  to  send  it  to  such  friends  al<.nc  ;IH  have  influence  with  a  voter, 
.•q>art  from  their  positions  as  master,  overlook •  i 

14.  The   committee   rooms  are  under  the  entire  control  of  the  ' 
chairman   or  vice-chairman  for  the    time  being   presiding,  who  has  J^JOT 
I  power  to  exclude  any  person  therefrom.     No  refreshments  of  any  kind 
must  be  allowed  in  them,  umli.-r  «</<//  />/-<7</<«   <  (•/»('/••  <••/-,  and  all  treating 
must  be  ri<ji<Uif  ili^mntcnanced  by  every  member  of  the  committee 
and  every  person  engaged  for  the  candidates,  whether  gratuitously  or 
otherwise. 

15.  The  clerks,  secretary  and  messengers  of  each  ward  or  district  Clerks,  &c. 
are  under  the  orders  of  the  chairman  or  vice-chairman  for   the  time 

being  presiding. 

16.  The  names  of  all  persons  attending  the  committee  rooms  or 
meetings  should  be  taken  down  by  the  secretary  under  the  directions 
of  the  chairman  or  vice-chairman  before  any  business  is  discussed. 
This  will  shew  who  are  the  most  zealous  and  earnest  supporters,  and 
also  be  a  means  of  detecting  spies  if  any  such  should  get  into  the 
room. 

17.  The  chairman  must  see  that  the  secretary  is  attentive  to  his  Secretary, 
duties  and  that  he  keeps  the  ward  or  district  book  duly  posted  up, 

and  that  all  books  and  papers  are  kept  in  a  safe  place,  so  that  nobody 
except  authorised  persons  can  obtain  access  to  them. 

18.  As  it  is  now  illegal  to  hire  cabs  or  carriages  for  the  conveyance  Cabs,  &c.t 
of  voters  to  the  poll,  the  ward  or  district  committees  should  ascertain  J^fJ 
what  friends  are  willing  gratuitously  to  lend  carriages,  horses  and  Boroughs 
drivers  on  the  day  of  election,  and  send  in  a  list  to  the  central  onv-J 
committee.     The  committee  should  seize  every  opportunity  also  of 
obtaining  the  gratuitous  services  of  all  friends  to  the  cause.     If  such 
services  are  ottered  they  should  be  thankfully  accepted. 

19.  Further  instructions  will  be  supplied  as  to  the  course  to  be 
adopted  on  the  day  of  polling. 

20.  The  ward   or  district  committees   should  meet  as  often  as 
necessary  (daily,  on  the  near  approach   of   the   election,),  and  the 
chairman  and  vice-chairman  should  attend  such  meetings  as  often  as 
they  possibly  can. 

21.  The  chairman   and  vice-chairman  of  each  ward   or  district 
committee  are  members  of  the  central  committee,  and  must  regularly 
attend  its  meetings. 
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22.  Anything  required  by  a  ward  or  district  committee  involving 
money  expenditure  should  be  reported  to  the  central  committee,  or 

to  Mr.  _  ,  the  election  agent,  and  will  be 

at  once  attended  to,  and  no  ward  or  district  committee  must  incur  any 
expenditure  except  through  or  with  the  previous  sanction  of  the 
central  committee  or  of  Mr.  , 

23.  The  candidates  urgently  desire  and  request  that  the  provisions 
of  the  acts  now  in  force  for  regulating  elections  may  be  strictly  and 
rigidly  adhered  to  by  their  friends  and  supporters  before  and  during 
the  election,  as  they  will  not  hesitate  to  disavow,  publicly  if  necessary, 
any  departure  from  the  requirements  of  the  law  ;  and  they  hereby 
expressly  declare  that  they  will  not  sanction  or  be  responsible  for  any 
cost,  charge,  payment,  or  liability  whatever  which  may  be  illegally 
made  or  incurred. 

24.  These  instructions  are  to  be  kept  perfectly  private  and  confi- 
dential, and  must  be  returned  to  Mr. 

immediately  after  the  election. 

The  secretary  in  eacli  ward  or  polling  district  should  also 
be  furnished  with  the  following: — 


Form  11. 

INSTRUCTIONS   TO  WARD    [OR    DISTRICT] 
SECRETARIES. 

Secretary's      !•  Each  secretary  must  attend  at   his  own  committee  room  daily 
duties.         from  a.m.  to  p.m.,  and  must  at  all  times  be  ready  to  give 

his  advice  and  assistance  to  canvassers  and  voters  requiring  it. 

2.  He  will  be  furnished  with  a  register  of  voters  in  his  [district]  ward, 
called  the  [District]  "  Ward  Book,"  in  which  he  will  enter  daily  the 
reports  of  the  canvassers.     He  will  be  held  personally  responsible  for 
its  safe  custody,  and  must  not  on  any  account  allow  it  to  be  inspected 
but  by  the  members  of  his  own  committee. 

3.  A  return  of  the  gross  canvass  must  be  made  upon  the  forms  sup- 
plied to  Mr.  ,  the  election  agent,  every  morning  at 
10  o'clock.    This  return  must  be  made  out  by  the  secretary  and  signed 
by  the  chairman  of  the  ward  or  district,  and  must  be  sent  under  seal 
by  a  trustworthy  messenger. 
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4.  If  any  voter  is  returned  by  a  canvasser  as  having  r.-ii  •  Out  Voter* 
another  ward  or  district,  the  fact  must  lie  carefully  noted  in  the  ward 

or  district  canvass   book,  and   liis   name   must    :  d   in  a  book 

called  the  "  ont-voters'  list,"  under  the  head  of  the  ward  »r  district 
into  which  he  has  removed.  This  may  r«>n\  i-niently  be  done  in  ti 
.spare  leaves  (if  any)  of  your  ward  or  district  book,  in  which  you  will 
open  an  account,  as  it  were,  with  each  ward  or  district  in  which  you 
have  voters  ;  all  the  voters  in  each  foreign  ward  thus  appearing 
together.  The  name  of  the  voter,  his  new  address,  and  his  register 
number  must  then  be  sent  to  the  chairman  of  the  ward  or  district  into 
which  the  voter  has  removed,  with  a  request  that  the  latter  may  be 
canvassed  and  a  return  made  of  the  result.  This  return  must  be  noted 
in  the  "  out-voters'  list"  and  also  in  the  ward  or  district  canvass  book 
where  the  voter's  name  appears.  If  a  pledge  is  given  it  must  be  counted 
as  a  pledge  obtained  in  your  ward  or  district. 

5.  When  the  name  of  a  voter  resident  in  your  ward  is  sent  to  you  by  Out  Voters 
the  chairman  of  another  ward  to  be  canvassed,  his  name,  new  address,  ^Me£'D 
and  register  number  must  be  entered  in  a  book  to  be  called  "out- 
voters to  be  canvassed  list,"  under  the  head  of  the  ward  or  district 

from  which  the  name  is  received.  It  is  then  the  duty  of  the  secretary 
to  transfer  the  name,  iV:c.,  of  the  voter  to  the  canvass  book  of  the 
canvasser  of  the  street,  &c.,  where  the  voter  resides,  .and  to  instruct 
the  canvasser  to  see  him.  He  must  then  make  a  memorandum  in  the 
"  out-voters  to  be  canvassed  list"  of  the  name  or  number  of  the  can- 
vasser to  whom  the  canvass  of  the  voter  is  entrusted.  When  the  voter 
has  been  canvassed  he  must  enter  the  result  in  the  "  out- voters  to  be 
canvassed  "  list,  and  must  send  a  copy  thereof  to  the  chairman  of  the 
ward  or  district  from  whom  the  name  was  received.  In  making  the 
return  of  pledges  the  pledges  in  this  list  must  tiot  be  counted. 

<>.  If  a  voter  is  returned  as  having  left  the  town,  &c.,  his  name,  Voters  left 
register  number,  and  any  other  information  respecting  him  must  be 
entered  in  a  like  list  entitled  "  left  voters,"  and  must  be  sent  to  the 
central  committee  room.     The  same  information  must  also  be  care- 
fully noted  in  the  ward  or  district  book  opposite  his  name. 

7.  The  secretary  must  keep  a  list  of  voters  who  are  returned  as 
"  will  not  pledge,"  "  won't  vote,"  iVrc.,  and  must  submit  the  same  to 
his  committee  and  chairman  day  by  day  for  instructions  respecting 
them. 

8.  The  secretary  will  keep  a  general  supervision  over  the  progress 
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of  the  canvass,  and  if  he  finds  the  progress  of  the  canvass  unsatis- 
factory, or  that  any  particular  canvasser  is  negligent  or  remiss  in  his 
duty,  he  will  report  the  matter  in  confidence  to  his  chairman,  who 
will  take  such  action  thereon  as  he  deems  necessary. 

9.  In  the  absence  of  the  chairman  and  committee  the  secretary 
will  have  charge  of  the  committee  rooms,  and  must  take  care  that  no 
improper  persons  are  allowed  in  them.  He  will  in  the  like  absence 
have  the  control  of  the  messengers,  &c.,  attached  to  the  room. 
Account  of  10.  The  secretary  must  make  out  an  account  every  Thursday 
wages,  &c.  jjjght  of  the  wages  due  to  himself  and  the  other  clerks  (if  any)  and 
messengers  employed  in  his  ward  or  district  together  with  an  account 
of  any  petty  disbursements,  such  as  postages,  <fcc.,  which  he  has  made 
on  account  of  the  election.  This  account  must  be  signed  by  the 
chairman  of  the  ward  and  transmitted  to  Mr.  _ 
the  election  agent,  with  the  Friday's  return  of  the  canvass. 

11.  The  secretary,  clerks  and  messengers  in  each  ward  or  district 
are  under  the  entire  control  of  the  chairman  or  vice-chairman  of  the 
ward  or  district  to  which  they  are  attached,  and  must  give  him 
implicit  obedience. 

12.  Further  instructions  with  books  and  papers  will  be  supplied 
prior  to  the  day  of  polling. 

Form  12. 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  CANVASSERS. 

1.  The  canvasser  will  receive  with  these  instructions — 

1.  A  Canvass  Book. 

2.  Canvass  Return  Sheets. 

3.  A  number  of  Canvassing  Cards. 

2.  He  is  urgently  requested  to  read  the  instructions  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  canvass  book. 

3.  He  must  call  immediately  upon  each  of  the  voters  whose  name 
appears  in  the  canvass  book,  and  solicit  his  vote  and  interest  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  __  . 

4.  If  the  voter  is  not  at  home  when  called  upon,  the  canvasser 
must  leave  a  canvassing  card,  and  call  again  as  soon  as  the  voter  is 
likely  to  be  at  home,  and  so  until  he  succeeds  in  seeing  him. 

5.  If  the  canvasser  is  personally  known  to  the  voter,  and  can 
influence  him,  the  former  can  use  the  smaller  card,  inserting  his  own 


name  in  the  space  provided.     If  the  canvasser  is   Jt04   km-wii  to  tlie 
voter  tlie  larger  card  must  be  used,  and  the  »•../.  ,-'.-:  n;un«-  pl.-it.-cJ  ;tt  tlie 

top. 

«;.     Great  care  must  be  used  in  noting  the  p wi.-u-  reply  of  a  \ 
for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  the  canvass  bc.uk. 

7.  A  return  of  the  voters  seen  should  bo  made  as  soon  as  possible 
to  the  secretary  of  the  ward  or  district    on  ti 

pn>\  ided,  or  the  canvasser  may  call  at  the  ward  or  district  committee 
room,  and  get  the  secretary  to  enter  up  the  result   of  his   canvass. 
Tlu;  canvasser  should  not  wait  till  he  has  completed  his  canvass  ! 
doing  this,  but  a  return  should  be  made  daily. 

8.  If  a  voter  is  found  to  have  removed,  the  canvasser  should  use 
the  greatest  exertions  to  ascertain  his  new  address,  and  should 
fully  note  it  in  his  canvass  book  and  report  it  to  the  ward  or  di 
secretary. 

9.  Voters  found  to  be  dead  or  gone  abroad,  or  not  likely  to  vote, 
should  also  be  carefully  reported,  and  as  far  as  possible  the  age  and 
appearance  of  the  voter  should  be  ascertained  to  prevent  personation. 
If  a  voter  says  he  "won't  pledge,"  "  won't  vote,"  or  declines  to  say  what 
he  will  do,  the  canvasser  must  enquire  as  to  who  is  likely  to  have  any 
influence  over  him,  from  friendship,  business,  etc.,  and  must  report  all 
the  information  he  can  get  about  him  to  the  ward  or  district  secretary. 

30.  If  the  canvasser  requires  further  instructions  he  must  apply 
to  the  chairman  or  secretary  of  his  ward  or  district,  who  will  give  him 
every  assistance. 

It  may  be  assumed  that  tlie  canvass  is  now  in  progress, 
during  which  time  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  principal 
election  agent  to  receive  the  daily  ward  or  district  canvass 
returns,  and  enter  them  into  his  "  Central  Committees' 
Canvass  Ledger." 

Very  little  information  will  be  derived  from  this  for  the 
first  two  or  tlnve  days,  but  it  will  afford  flu-  ag<-nt  the  oppor- 
tunity of  test  ing  his  machinery,  and  of  removing  incomj . 
or  careless  clerks,  ^c.,  whose  stupidity  or  inattention  might 
be  disastrous  later  on.  He  should,  therefore,  exerciM-  a  rigid 
supervision  over  the  whole  of  his  staff,  and  if  he  finds  that 
the  progress  of  the  canvass  is  not  equal  in  all  the  wards  or 
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districts,  lie  should  at  once  institute  enquiries  into  the  cause, 
and  adopt  measures  to  remedy  the  fault.  Later  on  the 
returns  must  be  most  carefully  scanned,  and  pressure  must 
be  brought  to  bear,  or  more  assistance  must  be  given  to 
wards  or  districts  where  the  canvass  is  not  progressing  as 
rapidly  as  is  desirable. 

The  election  agent  (if  his  candidate  has  made  up  his  mind 
to  go  to  the  poll)  must  also  be  making  preparations  for  the 
day  of  election,  so  as  not  to  be  hurried  at  the  last  moment. 
Chances  of      Most  candidates,  however,  wish  *to  reckon  up  their  chances 
of  success  before  making  up  their  minds  to  incur  the  risk 
and  expense  of  a  poll ;  and  though  no  certain  rule  can  be 
propounded  which  can  be  absolutely  relied  upon,  so  much 
depending  upon  local  circumstances,  yet  an  approximation 
'  may  be  made  of  the  chances  of  success  or  failure. 

Of  course,  if  a  canvass  has  been  an  honest  one,  and  the 
pledges  for  a  candidate  are  equal  to,  or  greater  than,  one-half 
the  number  of  voters  on  the  register,  the  candidate's  success 
is  all  but  certain. 

It  is  not  always,  however,  that  the  candidate  finds  himself 
in  this  satisfactory  position,  Most  frequently  the  candidate 
who  manages  to  poll  much  less  than  one-half  the  consti- 
tuency wins  the  election. 

The  first  thing,  therefore,  to  be  considered  in  estimating 
a  candidate's  chances  of  success  is,  how  many  voters  are 
likely  to  vote.  This  will  very  much  depend  upon  circum- 
stances ;  whether  it  is  a  general  election  or  an  extraordinary 
one;  whether  there  is  any  important  question  before  the 
country,  or  there  is  apathy  in  the  constituency,  &e. ;  and  all 
these  circumstances  will  have  to  be  weighed  in  forming  an 
opinion.  Some  data  will  be  found,  however,  in  the  average 
per  centage  of  voters  to  votes  on  previous  elections ;  and  if 
the  state  of  public  feeling  can  be  estimated  in  relation  to 
some  former  election,  the  proportion  of  voters  to  votes  at 
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that  election  will  not  be  a  very  unreliable  guide  to  the 
likely  to  be  given  at  the  coming  el.-ction. 

Having  arrived  at  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  voters 
likely  to  vote,  it  will  next  be  necessary  to  consider  the  n-.-uIt 
of  the  canvass.  If  this  shews  a  majority  of  tint  number 
likely  to  vote  absolutely  pledged  to  the  candid.''  anoefl 

of  success,  assuming  the  canvass  to  be  a  faithful  one,  will  be 
\erygood.  It  is  usual,  however,  to  make  a  deduction  from 
the  pledges,  generally  of  ten  percent.,  though  this  will  \arv 
in  different  localities,  on  account  of  those  voters  who,  from 
different  causes,  fail  to  keep  their  pledges.  If  the  candidate 
should  still  have  a  majority  of  the  number  likely  to  vote,  his 
election,  if  properly  managed,  may  be  considered  pretty 
certain  :  but  if  he  finds  that  he  has  not  pledges  equal  to 
one-half  of  that  number,  his  election  will  be  mor 
doubtful,  according  as  the  pledges  approach  near  to,  or  away 
from,  a  moiety. 

Of  course,  many  disturbing  influences  may  arise  or  be  in 
operation  which  will  modify  the  conclusions  to  be  drawn 
from  the  above  considerations  ;  some  influential  body,  which 
usually  acts  together,  may  not  have  decided  to  which  candi- 
date it  will  give  its  support ;  some  independent  candidate 
may  be  in  the  field,  whose  determination  to  withdraw  or 
go  to  the  poll  may  seriously  affect  one  or  other  of  the 
remaining  candidates,  &c.,  &c.  In  such  cases  an  opinion  as 
to  the  probable  success  of  a  particular  candidate  must  be 
formed  not  only  upon  the  data  supplied  by  the  canvass, 
&c.,  but  upon  the  weight  to  be  attached  to  these  further 
influences. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  where  the  con- 
test is  a  purely  political  one,  the  only  safe  plan  to  be  pui>u<  d 
in  estimating  the  chances  of  a  candidate  is  to  reckon  only 
upon  his  absolute  pledges,  giving  the  opposing  candidate 
credit  for  the  balance  of  the  nuniher  likely  to  vote.  Some 
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election  agents  adopt  the  plan  of  dividing  the  unpledged 
electors  into  thirds,  adding  one-third  of  the  number  to  their 
candidate's  pledges,  and  the  other  two-thirds  to  his  opponent, 
but  we  consider  this  mode  of  proceeding  a  very  unsafe  one. 
Second  It  is  a  very  good  plan,  if  time  will  permit,  to  institute  a 

a89*  second  canvass  of  the  constituency.  This  should  not  be 
made  by  the  same  persons  taking  the  same  canvass  book,  but 
each  canvasser  should  take  a  different  book  to  the  one  held  by 
him  on  the  first  canvass.  Any  errors  or  false  returns  in  the 
first  canvass  are  thus  easily  detected. 
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PART  II. 

PREPARATIONS    FOR    THE    ELECTION. 

So  soon  as  the  candidate  lias  determined  to  go  to  the  poll,  Arrange- 

ments  for 

the  election  agent  should  proceed  to  make  his  arrangements  election. 
for  the  day  of  election. 

For  this  purpose  he  will  require  to  know — 
1.  What  books,  papers,  forms,  £c.,  must  be  provided. 

2.  What  clerks,  messengers,  inspectors,  &c.,  must  be 

engaged. 
The  books,  papers,  forms,  &c.,  will  be— 

1 .  Voters'  instruction  cards,  with  circulars  and  envelopes. 

2.  Canvassers'  instructions. 

3.  Wall  number  sheets. 
4.1  Polls  return  books,  &c. 

o.  Personation  agents'  appointments. 

6.  Personation  agents'  registers. 

7.  Personation  agents'  instructions. 

8.  Counting  agents'  appointments. 

9.  Election  expenses  agent's  appointment. 

10.  Ward  or  district  committees'  instructions. 

11.  Inspector  of  refreshments  instructions. 

1 2.  Voters'  unpolled  cards. 

13.  Eed  and  blue  pencils. 

The  staff  of  clerks,  messengers,  agents,  &c.,  will  be — 
For  each  Polling  Booth— 

1.  One  or  more  inspectors  or  personation  agents. 
2.1  Two  voters'  polled  counting  clerks. 
3.1  Two  messengers  to  ditto. 

l  Unnecessary  unless  it  is  desired  to  hare  an  approximate  state  of  the  poll. 

D 
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For  each  Committee  Room — 

1.  Two  wall  sheet  clerks. 

2.1  Polls  return  clerk  and  slip  clerk. 

3.  Messengers. 

4.  Inspector  of  refreshments. 

5.  Cab  superintendent. 

General — 

1.  Out-door  superintendent. 

2.  Detective  committee. 

3.  Central  committee  clerk. 

4.  Ditto  messengers. 

1.-THE  VOTER'S  INSTRUCTION  CARD,  &c. 

The  card  and  circular  are  intended  to  be  sent,  or  delivered 
by  the  canvassers,  to  every  voter  pledged  to  the  candidate,  a 
day  or  two  before  the  election. 

The  circular  is  for  the  purpose  of  reminding  the  voter  of 
his  pledge,  to  urge  him  to  vote  early,  to  instruct  him  how  to 
fill  up  his  ballot  paper,  and  what  to  do  with  his  card. 

The  card  is  to  be  taken  by  the  voter  to  the  polling  booth 
to  assist  him  in  filling  up  his  ballot  paper,  and  is  then  to  be 
given  in  at  the  ward  or  district  committee  room  (which  for 
this  purpose  should  be  immediately  adjacent  to  the  door  of 
exit  of  the  polling  booth),  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  he  has 
voted. 

drcula  ^e  circular  may  be  in  the  following  form  :— 

Form  13. 

ELECTION,  187        « 

SIR, 

The  committee  for  securing  the  return  of  Mr.  beg  to 

thank  you  for  your  kind  promise  of  support,  and  would  respectfully 
draw  your  earnest  attention  to  the  following 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  VOTERS. 

1.  Vote  early,  to  prevent  your  opponents  voting  in  your  name. 

2.  The  enclosed  card  will  shew  you  WHERE  you  must  vote. 

3.  You  can  only  vote  for  (ONE)  candidate. 

i  Unnecessary  unless  it  is  desired  to  have  an  approximate  state  of  the  poll. 
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4.  On  going  into  the  polling  booth  you  will  be  asked  your  name, 
and  where  you  live.  A  ballot  paper  will  then  be  given  to  you,  and 
you  will  have  to  go  into  a  private  box,  where  you  will  lind  a  pencil. 
Von  must  then  place  a  )^  on  the  riyht  hand  side  of  the  ballot  papery 
opposite  the  name  of  ,  which  is  the  (top,  bottom,  «•••</«</, 

lonycst,  shortest,  etc.,  as  the  cense  may  le),  name  on  the  paper.  (See 
the  card). 

."».  You  must  on  no  account  make  any  otlw  mark  on  the  ballot  paper. 
If  you  do  your  vote  will  not  be  counted. 

G.  Fold  up  the  ballot  paper  and  put  it  into  the  ballot  box. 

7.  If  you  should  accidentally  spoil  a  ballot  paper,  you  must  give  it 
to  the  presiding  officer  and  he  will  give  you  another. 

8.  Take  the  enclosed  CARD  with  you  when  you  go  to  vote,  and  it 
will  remind  you  what  to  do. 

9.  AFTER  you  have  voted  take  the  CARD  to  the  committee  room, 
No.  Street,  which  is  (just  opposite  the  polling  booth)  and 
dr«  >p  it  into  the  letter  box  you  will  find  there.     It  will  thus  shew  you 
HAVE  voted,  and  will  prevent  canvassers  troubling  you.     If  from  any 
reason  you  do  not  wish  to  be  seen  at  the  committee  room,  send  your 
card  by  a  friend  if  possible. 

It  is  MOST  IMPORTANT  that  the  card  should  be  left  at  the  committee 
room  AFTER  VOTING,  and  the  committee  earnestly  hope  that  you  will 
do  what  will  so  very  materially  assist  them  in  whining  the  election. 
We  are,  Sir. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

Chairman. 

Vice-Chairman. 

The  CARD  may  be  in  the  following  form :  Voter's 

card. 
Form.  14. 

ELECTION,  187 

Prog.  No. No.  on  Register_ 

Name 

Day  of  polling  : — 

187        . 

from  a.m.  to  p.m. 

at 
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On  the  other  side — 

Fill  up  the  ballot  paper  thus  : — 


1 

A.B. 

X 

2 

C.D. 

i 

AFTER  voting,  please  deliver  this  card  at  the  committee  rooms, 
No.  Street. 


Private 
mark  oa 
card. 


Of  course,  the  order  of  the  candidates'  names  should  be 
as  published,  and  as  they  will  appear  on  the  ballot  papers, 
and  the  X  should  be  placed  only  against  those  names  the 
voter  is  desired  to  vote  for. 

If  the  voter  takes  the  card  with  him  into  the  polling 
booth,  he  can  hardly  fail  to  fill  up  his  ballot  paper  correctly. 

The  card  should  bear  a  private  mark,  or  have  a  line  of 
some  peculiar  type  upon  it,  not  easily  imitated,  so  that  the 
arrangements  may  not  be  thrown  into  confusion  by  the  other 
side  sending  in  cards  falsely  purporting  to  come  from  voters 
who  have  voted.  The  colour,  size,  shape,  and  appearance 
of  the  card  should  be  kept  secret  until  the  last  moment. 

The  cards  and  circulars  may  be  prepared  so  soon  as  the 
day  of  polling  and  the  places  for  taking  the  poll  are  fixed. 
The  envelopes  may  be  addressed  previously  even  to  that,  and 
tied  up  in  bundles  ready  for  use. 

2.-CANVASSERS'  INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  DAY 
OF  POLLING. 

Form  15. 

1.  The  committee  implicitly  rely  upon  you  to  make  such  arrange- 
ments as  will  insure  the  bringing  up  of  the  voters  favourable  to  Mr. 
,  and  whose  names  are  in  your  canvass  book,  to  the 
poll. 
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If   you  cannot    pefKmofly  Attend  to  each  voter,  you   are  urgently 
requested  to  get  some  friends  (;i.s  your  sons,  brothers,  & c.),  to 
yon,  and  give  to  each  two  or  three  voters  to  attend  to.     You  will, 
however,  ki-i-p  ;i  personal  supervision  over  your  assistants. 

It  is  a  good  plan  to  arrange  for  as  many  of  your  voters  as  yon  can, 
to  moot  yon  at  a  central  point  at  the  opening  of  the  poll,  and  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  and  vote.  It  saves  you  a  great  deal  of  time  in  running 
after  individual  voters,  and  also  prevents  their  being  personated. 

2.  Impress  upon  each  voter  the  necessity  of  taking  his  voting  card 
Avith  him  to  the  poll  (to  assist  him  in  filling  up  his  ballot  paper  cor- 
rectly), and  of  leaving  it  at  the  committee  room  AFTER  he  has  polled. 
Explain  to  him  the  object  of  this — viz.,  that  it  shews  who  has  voted, 
and  will  prevent  half-a-dozen  canvassers  troubling  him  to  vote  after 
he  has  voted.     If  you  find  that  he  has  some  objection  to  being  seen 
at  the  committee  room  (as  that  he  is  afraid  of  his  employer,  landlord, 
&c.),  arrange  for  him  to  send  his  card  (under  cover  if  necessary),  by 
some  friend  of  his  or  your  own. 

3.  Read  over  the  instructions  to  voters  sent  you  herewith,  so  that 
you  can  explain  them  clearly  to  each  voter. 

4.  When  a  voter  leaves  his  card  at  the  committee  room  to  indicate 
that  he  has  polled,  the  progressive  number  on  his  card  is  struck  off  a 
largo  wall  sheet  in  the  committee  room.     Thus,  you  can  at  once  find 
which  of  the  voters  in  yonr  charge  have  actually  voted  by  looking  at 
the  progressive  numbers  in  your  canvass  book,  and  the  corresponding 
numbers  on  the  wall  sheet,  or  by  asking  the  clerk  in  charge  of  the  latter. 
But  it  should  be  distiiwtly  understood  that  the  wall  sheets  are  only  to 
assist  you,  and  that  your  main  reliance  must  be  upon  a  personal  visit 
of  yourself  or  assistants  to  the  voter  at  his  house  or  place  of  business. 
Of  course,  if  you  have  youraelf  seen  one  of  your  voters  go  into  the 
polling  booth  you  will  be  satisfied  he  has  voted,  and  you  can  then 
instruct  the  wall  sheet  clerk  to  cross  out  his  number.     But  this  must 
only  be  done  in  the  case  of  your  on'n,  roters. 

5.  If,  upon  examining  the  wall  sheets  from  time  to  time  during  the 
day,  you  find  any  of  the  voters  in  your  charge  not  crossed  off,  and  you 
do  not  yourself  know  whether  they  have  voted  or  not,  you  must  im- 
mediately go  to  the  residence  or  place  of  business  of  the  voter  and 
ascertain  if  he  has  polled.     If  he  has  not,  you  must  use  every  effort 
to  get  him  to  the  poll.     If  he  has  voted  you  will,  of  course,  have  his 
progressive  number  struck  off  on  the  wall  sheet,  to  prevent  other  per- 
sons being  sent  after  hrn. 
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6.  You  must,  on  no  account'  whatever,  make  any  promise  of  reward 
to  a  voter  as  an  inducement  for  his  vote.     Such  a  promise  would 
avoid  the  election,  and  you  would  incur  serious  penalties. 

7.  The  committee  desire  to  impress  upon  you,  in  the   strongest 
manner  possible,  the  duty  of  exerting  yourself  without  ceasing,  until 
every  one  of  the  voters  in  your  charge,  favourable  to  Mr.  , 
has  voted.     When  you  have  accomplished  this  you  can  give  valuable 
assistance  at  the  committee  room  in  looking  after  chance  voters,  whose 
names  and  addresses  will  be  given  you  there. 

3.-WALL    NUMBER    SHEETS. 

Form  16. 

Use  of  wall      '-^ne  °bject  of  these  sheets  is  to  afford  a  ready  means  of 

sheet.         ascertaining  which  voters  have  voted. 

They  consist  of  large  sheets  of  cardboard  upon  which  num- 
bers are  printed  progressively  in  squares  as  below.  The  size 
of  each  square  should  be  about  an  inch  or  an  inch  and  a 
quarter,  and  the  figures  should  be  large  and  distinct.  It 
will  be  observed  that  the  figures  follow  progressively  in  the 
horizontal  direction,  and  in  twenties  in  the  perpendicular, 
an  arrangement  very  convenient  for  reference. 


072 

373 

392 

393 

412 

413 

A  set  of  these  cards  will  be  required  for  each  ward  or  district- 
Each  set  will  begin  with  the  number  1  and  will  go  up  to 
the  highest  progressive  number  in  the  ward  or  district  com- 
mittee register.     It  will  in  fact  be  a  copy  of  the  progressive 
numbers  in  that  book. 

jjow  If  the  whole  of  the  voters  in  any  particular  ward  or  district 

arranged     are  assignec|  £o  pO]j  at  QJIQ  booth,  all  the  wall  sheets  may  on 
election. 
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(lir  day  of  election  be  placed  together;  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
a  portion  of  the  ward  votes  at  <>ii<-  booth  and  another  portion 
at  another  hooth,  and  so  on,  the  wall  sheets  must  be  divided 
and  those  representing  eacli  polling  booth  must  be  placed 
-|,, -i  rate  from  the  others  and  under  1h«-  charge  of  separate 
clerks.  Over  each  set  of  wall  sheets  must  be  placed  in  large 
letters  and  figures  the  number  of  the  booth  they  refer  to. 

It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  where  a  ward  or  district 
has  to  be  divided  for  the  purpose  of  polling,  the  agent  should 
endeavour  to  prevail  upon  the  returning  officer,  to  assign  that 
the  voters  in  a  particular  district  (i.e,  in  particular  streets 
according  to  his  ward  committee  register)  should  vote  at  a 
particular  polling  booth.  This  is  generally  done,  and  is  the 
most  convenient  arrangement  for  all  parties. 

If,  however,  the  returning  officer  should  assign  that  certain 
numbers  should  vote  at  certain  polling  booths  irrespective  of 
residence  or  place  of  qualification,  and  thus  render  useless,  for 
the  purpose  of  polling,  the  street  list  in  the  ward  or  district 
register,  the  wall  sheets  must  be  prepared  according  to  the 
register  number  polling  at  each  booth. 

Their  subsequent  use  will  be  the  same  in  both  cases. 

A  few  days  before  the  election  the  secretary  or  a  confiden- 
tial  clerk  in  each  ward  must  begin  to  fill  into  the  squares  of 
the  wall  sheets  under  each  voter's  progressive  or  register 
number  as  the  case  may  be  the  name  and  address  of  every 
voter  pledged. to  his  candidate,  thus — 


372 

John  Smith, 
7.  Garden  Street, 

302 


412 

Jas.  Wood, 
41,  Todd  Street, 


373 


393 

Thomas  Styles, 
3,   Todd  Street, 


413 
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These  names  and  addresses  should  be  entered  in  blue  ink. 
If  it  is  known  that  any  voter  is  pledged  against,  a  red  line 
may  be  made  under  his  number,  and  no  further  notice  taken 
of  him.  If  a  voter  is  known  to  be  dead,  or  has  left  the 
country,  his  name  and  address  should  be  written  in  black  ink, 
and  a  black  line  drawn  transversely  across  his  square,  begin- 
ning at  the  left  hand  top  corner.  If  a  voter  has  not  pledged, 
his  name  and  address  may  be  left  out  until  the  night  prior  to 
the  election,  when  a  careful  revision  of  the  wall  sheets  with 
the  ward  or  district  committee  register  (from  which  the 
information  is  obtained)  should  be  made.  If  a  voter  is  then 
found  to  be  unpledged,  but  is  known  to  be  favourable,  his 
name  and  address  may  be  entered  in  black  ink,  and  a  blue 
pencil  line  drawn  under  it.  If  nothing  is  known  of  him, 
his  name  ought  to  be  put  down  on  a  separate  list,  and 
special  canvassers  despatched  the  following  morning  to  make 
careful  enquiries  as  to  his  intentions. 

When  the  wall  sheets  are  thus  completed  there  will  be  in 
each  committee  room,  ready  for  the  day  of  election,  a  tabu- 
lated list  of  all  voters  in  charge  of  that  committee,  with 
their  names  and  addresses,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  pledged  to  vote  or  otherwise.  Where  voters  residing  in 
certain  districts  are  assigned  to  vote  at  particular  booths, 
their  names  will  follow  according  to  their  order  in  streets, 
£c.,  and  it  will  be  seen  at  a  glance  on  the  day  of  polling 
what  voters  in  any  particular  street,  &c.,  have  or  have  not 
voted,  and  whether  the  canvassers  in  charge  are  or  are  not 
doing  their  duty. 

4 -POLLS    RETURN    BOOKS,    &o. 

Form  17. 

Viz.,  Outside  and  Inside  Book. 
Slip  Book. 

Central  Committees  Keturns. 
Ditto         ditto         Polls  Keturn  Book. 


These  books  are  only  required  where  an  approximate  state 
of  the  poll  during  the  <lay  is  wanted. 

The  polls  return  (outside)  book  is  given  into  the  charge  of  Polls 

iv:  urn 

one  or  two  men  and  a  messenger  who  station  themselves  in  (outside) 
such  a  position  (as  at  a  room  window,  &c.).  as  will  give  them 
command  of  the  place  of  exit  from  the  polling  booth.  Their 
duty  is  to  count  the  number  of  voters  coming  out  of  the 
booth,  making  a  tick  against  each  number  as  a  voter  comes 
out,  and  forwarding  the  leaves  of  the  book  which  have  been 
filled  or  partly  rilled  every  half  hour  to  the  booth  committee 
room. 

The  book  may  be  a  small  one,  so  as  to  be  easily  held  in  the 
hand ;  it  should  be  paged  consecutively,  and  each  leaf  num- 
bered alike,  thus — 

Form  17a. 

No. 


Booth.  Xo. 

1 

10 

o 

11 

3 

12 

4 

13 

5 

14 

&c. 

&c. 

1 

Each  leaf  should  be  perforated  at  the  top,  so  as  easily  to 
be  torn  off. 

No  person  ought  to  be  admitted  into  a  polling  booth  except 
the  officials  of  the  booth  and  voters.1  The  former  ought  not 
to  leave  the  booth  during  the  time  of  polling,  so  that  if  this 
rule  is  carried  out,  the  person  in  charge  of  the  polls  return 
book  will  find  no  difficulty  in  correctly  noting  the  number  of 
voters  who  have  polled. 

i  The  Ballot  Act,  1872,  schedule  1,  part  1,  rule  21. 
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THE    POLLS    RETURN    BOOK    (INSIDE) 

Polls         is  a  record  kept  in  each  ward  or  district  committee  room  of 

(inside)      the  numbers  who  have  voted  in  each  booth  as  sent  in  by  the 

outside  agents  every  half  hour,  and  of  the  number  of  voting 

cards  which  have  been  left  by  voters  AFTER  polling. 

Where  two      If  there  are  only  tivo  candidates  an  approximate  state  of 

8*  the  poll  may  easily  be  arrived  at  by  deducting  the  total 

number  of  bond  fide  cards  left  by  voters  after  polling  from 

the  gross  number  of  voters  who  have  polled.    The  former  may 

be  fairly  taken  to  represent  supporters,  and  the  balance  of 

the  latter  opponents. 

Where  If  there  are  more  than  two  candidates,  and  it  is  wished  to 

teo  candi-  know  approximately  how  many  votes  have  been  given  for 
dates.  each  candidate,  then  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  some  method 
of  shewing  on  the  wall  sheets  how  each  voter  has  pledged : 
thus,  if  there  are  two  candidates  on  each  side,  the  names, 
tfcc.,  of  those  voters  who  give  party  votes  may  be  all  in  blue 
or  red,  as  the  case  may  be  ;  those  who  give  split  votes  may 
have  their  names  or  addresses  marked  in  blue  or  red  accord- 
ing as  they  support  the  first  or  second  candidate  on  each  side, 
the  name  in  all  cases  representing  the  first  candidate  on  each 
side,  and  the  address  the  second.  Thus,  if  a  voter  is  pledged 
to  vote  for  the  two  first  candidates  on  each  side,  his  name 
will  be  written  in  blue  with  a  red  line  underneath  it ;  if  he 
is  pledged  to  vote  for  the  first  candidate  on  one  side  and  the 
second  on  the  other,  his  name  will  be  one  colour  and  his 
address  another ;  if  he  intends  to  vote  for  both  second  candi- 
dates, then  his  address  will  be  blue  with  a  red  line  under- 
neath it.  If  he  intends  to  plump,  a  blue  or  red  line  under- 
neath his  name  or  address  will  shew  whether  he  intends  to 
plump  either  the  first  or  second  candidate,  and  on  which 
side. 
Slip  book.  It  will  then  be  necessary  to  have  a  slip  clerk,  with  an 


on linary  slip  book,  at  each  wall  sheet,  and  as  the  voting  caul- 
come  in,  the  wall  sheet  clerk,  when  striking  oft'  tin-  numbers 
of  those  who  have  voted,  will  call  them  out  and  state  how 
Mi<«  voter  was  plt'dg.'d,  and  the  slip  clerk  will  note  it  down  in 
his  book,  thus: — 


Form  17b. 


Slip  No. 


Booth  No. 


Slip  book. 


Voters' 
Progressive 
Number. 

How  Pledged. 

Smith. 

Jones. 

*™\*%r 

354 

1 

i 

258 

1 

1 

1G7 

1 

As  each  slip  is  filled,  he  will  send  it  to  the  clerk  in  charge 
of  the  polls  return  book  (inside),  who  will  add  up  the  num- 
bers who  have  voted  and  the  numbers  polled  for  each  candi- 
date, and  then  enter  the  results  in  his  book. 

The  totals  of  the  first  two  columns  will  give  the  numbers 
polled  for  each  friendly  candidate  (so  far  as  the  cards  have 
come  in),  as  it  may  fairly  be  assumed  that  the  vast  majority 
of  voters  will  vote  as  pledged.  The  other  two  columns  will 
not,  of  course,  shew  the  number  of  votes  given  to  the  oppo- 
sition candidates,  but  they  will  shew  many  of  the  splits, 
and  if,  after  the  gross  number  of  cards  brought  in  has  been 
deducted  from  the  gross  number  of  voters  polled  and  the 
balance  divided  by  two,  the  splits  given  to  each  opposition 
candidate  are  added,  the  numbers  will  shew,  as  near  as  they 
can  be  made  to  shew — which,  after  all,  will  only  be  approxi- 
mately— the  votes  given  to  each  opponent. 
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The  form  of  the  polls  return  book  (inside)  will  be  as 
follows : — 

Form  ITc. 


J-  , 


33 


This  book  may  be  made  of  a  number  of  sheets  of  paper 
foolscap  size. 

The  clerk  in  charge  of  it  should  be  particular  in  seeing 
that  he  gets  the  slips,  both  outside  and  inside,  in  regular 
order,  and  should  carefully  examine  every  slip  to  see  that  its 


consecutive  number  follows  the  preceding  one.  If  a  slip  is 
missing,  he  should  instantly  despatch  a  messenger  to  enquire 
into  the  irregularity.  Every  half  hour  he  will  rule  oft'  th" 
books  and  add  up  the  numl>ers,  making  it  each  time  a  /y/v»v 
state  of  the  polling.  He  ought  then  to  despatch  to  the 
central  committee  a  copy  of  the  totals  in  his  l>ook,  thus: — 

Form  17d. 

^ELECTION  18        . 

and 

Return  of  Polling  in  the 

Ward  or  Polling  District. 
Time. 


Return   to 

central 
committee. 


No. 


Total 

Number 

Voted. 


Total 

Number  of 
Cards  sent  in. 


How  Vot.-d. 


Signed 


Chairman. 


To  be  sent  every  half-hour  to  central  committee  room,  No, 
Street. 

These  returns  should  be  upon  half  sheets  of  paper,  large  note 
size,  and  as  they  must  be  sent  under  cover,  a  number  i  f 
envelopes  should  be  addressed  to  the  central  committee 
ready  for  use. 

At  the  central  committee  room  another  polls  return  book  Central 
should  be  kept  to  shew  the  gross  state  of  the  poll  throughout  ^ouTre^ 
the  borough  or  division.     It  may  be  made  thus  : —  turn  b°°k« 


s|2 


< 


Every  half  hour  this  will  be  ruled  off,  and  the  gross  totals 
added  up,  care  being  taken  to  see  that  the  returns  have  first 
been  sent  from  every  ward  committee. 

The  books  and  forms  under  this  head  are,  as  stated,  only 
required  when  an  approximate  state  of  the  Doll  is  wanted  ;  as 
the  value  of  the  latter  is  very  doubtful,  and  as  its  attainment, 
where  there  are  more  than  two  candidates,  involves  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  extra  labour  on  the  day  of  polling,  when 
every  effort  should  be  used  to  get  up  favourable  voters  to  the 
poll,  it  may  be  wise  to  dispense  with  it. 


.-,1 


5.-PERSONATION  AGENTS  APPOINTMENT. 

tfach  candidate  may  appoint  one  or   more  ag»mt  or  agent-  Appoint- 
to  attend  at  eacli  or  any  of  the  polling  booths  on  the  day  ofJJJJJjLff 
election   to    detect  personation.      Notice  must  however   1  ie  t ion  agent, 
given  in  writing  to  tin-  returning  oHicer  or  his  deputy  pre- 
vious to  the  opening  of  the  poll,  of  the  names  and  addresses 
of  the  persons  so  appointed.1 

The  following  form  may  be  used  : 


To 


Form  18. 

ELECTION,  18 

Esquire,  Returning  Officer  of  the  Form  of 


of 


I,  A.B.,  of  &c.,  Esquire,  do  hereby  give  you  notice  that  1  have 
appointed  the  undermentioned  persons  to  be  agents  on  my  behalf,  in 
the  several  polling  booths  set  opposite  their  respective  names,  for  the 
purpose  of  detecting  personation,  pursuant  to  the  statute  in  such  case 
made  and  provided — 


Name. 


Address. 


Ward  or  District. 


No.  of 
Booth. 


Dated  this 


day  of 


AD.  18     . 


Signed 


i  6  and  7  Vic.,  c.  18,  sec.  85,  and  Ballot  Act,  1872,  tec.  24,  and  3rd  schedule 
thereto. 
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Each  personation  agent  should  also  be  provided  with  a 
separate  appointment,  to  be  delivered  as  his  credentials,  to 
the  deputy  returning  officer  of  his  booth,  immediately  before 
the  opening  of  the  poll. 

Form  19. 
_.       ,__     ^ELECTION,  18    .    . 

I,  A.B.,  of  &c.,  Esquire,  a  candidate  at  the  now  approaching  elec- 
tion of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  of  , 
do  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  (name)  of  (address)  an  agent  on  my 
behalf,  to  attend  at  the  polling  booth,  No.  in  ward 
(or  district),  appointed  for  taking  the  poll  at  such  election,  for  the 
purpose  of  detecting  personation,  pursuant  to  the  statute  in  such  case 
made  and  provided. 

dated  this day  of A.D  18 

Signed 


6.-PERSONATION   AGENTS    REGISTER. 

This  is  a  copy  of  the  register  or  of  the  part  of  it  containing 
the  names  of  all  the  voters  polling  at  each  polling  booth. 

It  should  be  interleaved,  if  necessary,  and  ruled  with 
columns  like  a  canvasser's  book,  and  with  wide  spaces  for 
remarks. 

Object  of  As  its  object  is  to  give  such  information  to  the  personation 
register.  agent  as  will  enable  him  to  detect  any  attempt  at  personation, 
and  prevent  voters  with  double  qualifications  from  voting 
twice ;  the  way  in  which  each  voter  is  pledged  must  be  care- 
fully marked  from  the  ward  or  district  committee  book,  and 
each  double  qualification  correctly  noted.  Every  "  remark," 
too,  in  the  ward  or  district  committee's  register  referring  to 
voters  who  are  dead,  or  on  the  day  of  election  will  be  away 
from  home,  or  who  "  won't  vote,"  or  are  "  too  ill  to  vote,"  &c., 
&c.,  must  also  be  transferred  to  the  name  of  the  voter  in  the 
personation  agent's  register,  which  must  be  revised  and  cor- 
rected up  to  the  last  moment  on  the  eve  of  the  election. 


7.-PERSONATION  AGENT'S  INSTRUCTIONS. 

A  copy  of  the  following  instructions  should  be  supplied  t-> 
each  personation  agent,  who  should  be  requested  to  read 
them  over  carefully. 

Form  20. 

_. ELECTION,  18 

Mr._ 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  PERSONATION  AGENTS. 

1.  The  agent  to  be  at  the  polling  booth  at  a  quarter  before  eight 
o'clock  precisely,  and  immediately  before  the  poll  opens  to  deliver  his 
appointment  to  the  deputy  returning  officer. 

2.  The  poll  opens  at  eight  o'clock  a.m.,  and  closes  at  four -{five] 
o'clock  p.m. 

3.  If  the  agent  has  not  previously  made  the  statutory  declaration  of 
secrecy,  he  must  make  it  before  the  returning  officer  or  a  justice  of 
the  peace.1 

4.  The  presiding  officer  at    every  polling  station  is    bound,2  just 
before  the  commencement  of  the  poll,  to  shew  the  ballot  box,  so  that 
it  may  be  seen  that  it  is  empty,  and  then  to  lock  it  up,  and  place  his 
seal  upon  it  in  such  manner  that  it  cannot  be  opened  without  break- 
ing the  seal.     He  should  then  place  it  in  full  view,  and  keep  it  locked 
and  sealed  until  it  is  opened  in  the  presence  of  the  returning  officer. 
The  agent  should  see  that  this  is  done. 

5.  The  agent  is  urgently  and  particularly  requested,  if  a  voter,  to 
give  his  own  vote  immediately  the  poll  is  opened. 

6.  The  agent  will  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  register,  containing 
the  names  of  the  voters  polling  at  his  booth.     No  other  person  can 
poll  at  his  booth. 

7.  This  register  will  be  marked  with  pledges  for  Mr.  , 
and  the  pledges  given  to  the  other  candidates,  and  any  other  informa- 
tion that  is  necessary. 

1  Ballot  Act,  1872,  schedule  1,  part  1,  rule  54. 

2  Ib.,  rule  23. 
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8.  As  a  voter  comes  to  the  poll  and  gives  his  name,  the  agent  will 
turn  to  his  name  in  the  register,  and  observe  if  there  be  anything 
shewing  that  the  voter  is  to  be  objected  to.     If  there  is,  he  will  at 
once  request  the  presiding  officer  or  his  clerk  to  put  the  questions, 
andj  if  necessary,  to  administer  the  oath.      The  only  questions  the 
returning  officer  can  put  to  a  voter1  are  :  — 

Question  B.  1.  Are  you  the  same  person  whose  name  appears  as  A.B.  in  the 

register  of  voters  now  in  force  for  the  /.  of  ? 

2.  Have  you  already  voted,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  at  this  elec- 
"   tion  f  or  the  /^  •".'.'.:  of  />>•       ? 

The  oath  is  to  the  same  effect,  but  is  sworn  to  by  the  voter. 

9.  The  attention  of  the  agent  is  particularly  requested  to  the  fact 
that  no  other  questions  can  be  put  to  a  voter  than  the  two  above 
quoted,  and  that  no  question  must  be  put,  except  on  the  request  of 
an   agent  appointed  in  writing,   and  whose   appointment    has  been 
given  to  the  returning  officer  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  poll,  and 
who  has  duly  made  a  declaration  of  secrecy.       The  agent  should, 
therefore,  be  satisfied  that  this  has  been  done  by  the  other  side  as  to 
their  agent  before  he  allows  any  questions  to  be  put  at  his  request. 

Voter  dead      10.  In  all  cases  where  the  word  "dead"  is  placed  opposite  a  voter's 

*0>  name,  and  an  attempt  is  made  to  personate  the  voter  by  the  opposite 

party,  or  where  the  letters   "D.Q."   are  written  opposite  a  voter's 

name  -Hot  pledged  to  Mrr  ,  the  agent  is  to  request  the 

presiding  officer  to  put  the  questions,  and,  if  necessary,  the  oath. 

11.  In  all  cases  where  khe  voter  is  not  pledged  to  Mr.  , 

the  agent  kkeuld,  if  lW  has  the  slightest  reason  to  suppose  an  attempt 
is  being  made  at  personation  or  double  voting,  require  the  oath  to  be 
put. 

Voter  12.  In  case  there  is  a  justifiable  reason  to  suppose  a  voter,  is  per- 


61"  sonated,  the  agent's  duty  is  to  declare  to  the  presiding  officer  that  he 
believes  and  undertakes  to  prove  that  the  person  voting  is  not  in  fact 
the  person  in  whose  name  he  appears  to  vote,  whereupon  the  presiding 
officer  is  bound  to  order  the  party  to  be  taken  into  custody.  No 
clerk  of  the  presiding  officer  can  order  a  person  into  custody,  or  order 
the  removal  of  any  person  from  the  polling  booth.2 

1  G  and  7  Vic.,  c.  18,  sees.  81,  82,  and  Ballot  Act,  1872,  sec.  10. 

2  Ballot  Act,  1872,  schedule  1,  part  1,  rule.  50. 


i;!.  The  ballot  papers  will  consist  of  a  paper  containing,  on  the  face  Ballot 
of  it,  the  names  and  description  of  the  candidates,  and  on  the  back  of  PaPer* 
it  a  number.     Each  paper  will  have  a  counterfoil  to  it,  with  a  number 
on  its  face  corresponding  to  the  number  on  the  back  of  the  ballot 
paper. 

14.  When  a  voter  comes  up  to  vote,  his  number,  name,  and  descrip-  Jiow  ballot 
tion,  as  stated  in  the  copy  of  the  register,  will  be  called  out,  and  his  taken. 
number  will  be  marked  on  the  counterfoil.     Immediately  before  the 

ballot  paper  is  given  to  him,  it  must  be  marked  on  both  sides  with  the 
official  mark,  by  being  either  stamped  or  perforated,  and  then  a  mark 
must  be  placed  by  the  presiding  officer  in  the  register  against  the  number 
of  the  voter,  to  shew  that  he  has  received  a  ballot  paper,  but  it  must 
not  shew  which  he  has  received.  The  voter  must  then  go  into  a 
private  compartment  in  the  booth  and  mark  for  whom  he  votes.  He 
must  then  fold  up  the  paper,  shew  the  official  mark  on  the  back  to  the 
presiding  officer,  put  it  into  the  ballot  box,  and  quit  the  booth.1 
The  agent  must  see  that  all  these  regulations  are  strictly  observed, 
and  if  any  deviations  are  made  from  them  he  should  carefully  note 
down  in  what  cases  they  occur. 

15.  As  each  person  receives  his  ballot  paper,  the  agent  will  place  a 
mark  in  his  register  against  the  voter's  number. 

16.  If  a  voter  accidentally  spoils  a  ballot  paper  the  presiding  officer 

must  give  him  another,  but  the  spoiled  one  must  be  kept  by  the  pre-  spoiling 

siding  officer.  ballot 

ptpt* 

17.  If  a  voter  comes  up  to  vote,  and  it  appears  that  he  is  pledged  „ 

-4o-voie  for  Mr.  ,  but  that  some  one  has  previously  voted  pci  Donated 

in  his  name,  he  is  entitled  to  mark  a  ballot  paper  (of  a  different 
colour  to  the  other  ballot  papers),  but  instead  of  putting  it  into  the 
ballot  box  he  must  give  it  to  the  presiding  officer,  who  must  keep  it 
in  a  separate  packet,  and  enter  it  into  a  list  called  the  "Tendered 
Votes  List."2  The  agent  must  insist  upon  such  votes  being  taken, 
and  must  enter  full  particulars  of  them  at  the  end  of  his  register. 

18.  If  a  voter  is  blind,  or  otherwise  physically  incapable  of  voting  ,r 

in  the  manner  above  mentioned,  or  if  he  is  a  Jew,  and  the  polling  blind,  &e. 
takes  place  on  the  Saturday,  and  he  objects,  on  religious  grounds,  to 
vote  in  such  manner,  or  if  the  voter  declares  he  is  unable  to  read,  the 

1  Ballot  Act,  1872,  sec.  2,  and  schedule.  1,  part  1,  rules  24,  L':«. 

2  Ballot  Act,  1872,  Bchedulo  1,  part  1,  rule  27, 


lowed  in 
booth. 


Close  of 
poll. 
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presiding  officer  must,  in  the  presence  of  the  agents  of  the  candidates, 
mark  the  ballot  paper  as  directed  by  the  voter,  and  place  it  in  the 
ballot  box,  and  insert  the  name  and  register  number  of  the  voter  in  a 
list  to  be  called  "  the  list  of  votes  marked  by  the  returning  officer.'* 
The  agent  need  not  keep  any  record  of  these  votes  unless  something 
particular  arises. 

Persons  al-  19.  The  agent  must  see  that  no  persons  on  the  other  side  are 
allowed  in  the  polling  booth  except  the  duly  appointed  clerks  and 
agents,  and  if  this  rule  is  infringed  he  must  require  the  presiding 
officer  to  exclude  them,  which  he  is  bound  to  do.1  The  candidates 
are  entitled  to  be  present.2 

20.  Immediately  after  the  close  of  the  poll  the  presiding  officer 
must,  in  the  presence  of  the  agents  of  the  candidates,  make  up  into 
separate  packets  and  seal  with  his  seal,  and  the  agent  must  also  seal 
with  his  seal — 

1.  The  ballot  box,  Co  > 

2.  The  unused  and  spoilt  ballot  papers  placed  together. 

3.  The  tendered  ballot  papers. 

4.  The  marked  copies  of  the  register  and  the  counterfoils. 

5.  The  tendered  votes  list. 

The  list  of  votes  marked  by  the  presiding  officer. 
A  statement  of  the  number  of  voters  in  the  last-named  list, 
under  the  heads  of   "physical  incapacity,"  "Jews,"  and 
"unable  to  read,"  and 
The  declaration  of  inability  to  read. 

These  must  be  delivered  forthwith  to  the  returning  officer,  and 
the  agent  must  accompany  them. 

21.  If  required,  the  agent  must  attend  at  the  counting  of  the  votes, 
to  verify  his  seal  on  the  ballot  box  and  packets. 

22.  If  any  irregularity  be  allowed  by  the  presiding  officer,  the  agent 
must  forthwith  make  a  note  of  the  matter  for  future  reference,  if 
necessary. 

23.  At  the  close  of  the  poll  the  agent  will  collect  all  the  books  and 
papers,   and,  as  soon  as  convenient,  leave  them  with  the  election 
agent. 

24.  Refreshments  will  be  sent  at  one  p.m. 

1  Ballot  Act,  schedule  1,  part  1.  rule  21. 

2  Ibid.,  rule  51. 


8.   COUNTING    AGENTS    APPOINTMENT. 

By  Rule  31  of  the  Ballot  Act,  schedule  1,  part  1,  the  { 
candidates  may  respectively  appoint  agents  to  attend  the  counting 

agent. 

counting  of  the  votes. 

By  rule  32  the  returning  officer  shall  make  arrangements 
for  counting  the  votes  in  the  presence  of  the  agents  of  the 
candidates  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  close  of  the  poll, 
and  shall  give  notice  in  writing  to  the  agents  appointed  to 
attend  the  counting  of  the  votes  of  the  time  and  place  at 
which  he  will  begin  to  count  the  same. 

No  limit  is  put  to  the  number  of  agents  who  may  attend 
for  each  candidate,  but  by  the  52nd  rule  the  name  and 
address  of  every  agent  "  appointed  to  attend  the  counting  of 
the  votes  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  returning  offices  one 
clear  day  at  the  least  before  the  opening  of  the  poll"  If 
this  is  not  done,  the  returning  officer  may  refuse  to  admit 
him  to  the  counting  of  the  votes. 

The  election  agent  should  therefore  send  in  his  own  name 
and  the  names  of  all  such  persons  as  he  desires  shall  attend 
the  counting  of  the  votes  not  later  than  the  day  but  one  prior 
to  the  election.  It  may  be  desirable  to  include  in  the  list 
the  name  of  one  personation  agent  from  each  polling  booth, 
who  should  (where  it  is  thought  advisable)  be  deputed  to 
place  a  seal  upon  the  ballot  box,  and  afterwards  to  verify  it 
before  the  box  is  opened  by  the  returning  officer.  A  quick, 
intelligent  clerk  should  also  be  included  who  will  keep  an 
account  of  the  votes  given  for  each  candidate. 

The  following  form  of  notice  to  the  returning  officer  may 
be  used : — 
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Form  21. 


JEsquire, 


_ELECTION,  18 
and  Returning 


Officer  for  the 


of 


I,  A.B.,  of  &c.,  Esquire,  a  candidate  at  the  now  approaching  elec- 
tion of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  of  , 
do  hereby  appoint  the  undermentioned  persons  to  be  agents  on  my 
behalf  to  attend  the  counting  of  the  votes. 


Name. 


Address. 


Signed 


H.  B. 


This  list  should  be  prepared  in  duplicate,  and  one  sent  to 
the  returning  officer  and  one  kept. 

If  any  agent  dies  or  becomes  incapable  of  acting,  the  can- 
didate may  appoint  another  in  his  place  upon  giving  notice 
forthwith  to  the  returning  officer.1 

9.-ELECTION    EXPENSES    AGENT'S 
APPOINTMENT. 

How  made.  This  is  required  by  the  26  Vic.  c.  29,  s.  2,  which  enacts 
that  "  no  payment  (except  in  respect  of  the  personal  expenses 
of  a  candidate)  and  no  advance,  loan,  or  deposit  shall  be  made 
by  or  on  behalf  of  any  candidate  at  an  election,  before  or 
during  or  after  such  election,  on  account  of  or  in  respect  of 
such  election,  otherwise  than  through  an  agent  or  agents 
•whose  name  and  address,  or  names  and  addresses,  have  been 


1  Ballot  Act,  schedule  1,  part  1,  rule  53. 


declared  in  writing  to  the  returning  officer  on  or  before  the 


The  notice  should  therefore  be  given  /•<(/•///  «»n  the  day  of 

nomination  or  previous  thm-to,  as  the  returning  officer  is 
bound  to  publish  the  names,  &c.,  of  the  persons  appointed 
not  later  than  on  the  day  of  nomination. 
The  following  form  may  be  used  :— 

Form  22. 

_  ELECTION,  18 

To  A.B.,  Esquire,  Returning  Officer  for,  &c. 

I  hereby  give  you  notice  that  I  have  appointed  (name)  of  (address) 
my  agent  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  second  section  of  the 
statute,  26  Victoria,  c.  29. 

Dated  this  _  day  of  _  18 

Signed 

C.  D. 

1O.-WARD    OR    DISTRICT    COMMITTEE'S 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

These  instructions  are  intended  to  be  given  to  the  chair- 
men of  wards  or  districts  two  or  three  days  previous  to  the 
poll  at  a  meeting  specially  convened  by  the  agent  for  the 
purpose.  The  secretary  of  each  ward  should  also  be  present, 
and  the  agent  should  read  over  the  instructions  to  the  meet- 
ing and  give  such  explanations  as  may  be  needed.  He  should 
also  at  the  same  meeting  detail  the  tnodua  operandi  of  the 
whole  of  the  machinery  of  the  election,  from  the  tendering  of 
a  vote  in  the  polling  booth  to  the  record  of  the  voter  having 
voted  on  the  wall  sheet,  and  if  intending  to  have  a  state  of 
the  poll,  to  the  final  return  to  the  central  committee. 


6.0 

Form  23. 

ELECTION,  1ST 


JONES    AND    JOHNSON. 
INSTRUCTIONS 

TO     WARD     OR     DISTRICT     COMMITTEES    ON 

DAY  OF  POLLING. 

1.  The  chairman  and  secretary  of  the  committee  must  be  at  their 
committee  rooms  not  later  than  7.15  a.m.,  and  must  remain  there 
during  the  whole  time  of  polling. 

2.  The  chairman  must  see  that  all  wall  sheet  clerks,  messengers, 
and  other  officers  are  in  their  proper  places  at  7.45  a.m.,  and  must 
have  one  or  two  persons  ready  to  supply  the  place  of  anyone  absenting 
himself. 

3.  He  must  see  that  each  person  thoroughly  understands  the  duties 
he  has  to  perform,  and  must,  the  day  before  the  election,  clearly 
explain  the  routine  to  be  gone  through  at  the  polling. 

4.  This  election  being  conducted  on  the  principle  of  each  ward  or 
district  managing  its  own  affairs,  the  committee  is  particularly  re- 
quested to  use  every  exertion  they  possibly  can  to  bring  up  voters  to 
the  poll  without  instructions  from  the  central  committee. 

5.  The  chairman  must  frequently  from  time  to  time  examine  the 
wall  sheets  to  ascertain  who  has  and  who  has  not  voted,  and  if  the 
voters  in  charge  of  any  particular  canvasser  are  not  polling  so  rapidly 
as  desirable,  he  must  forthwith  despatch  a  messenger  to  the  canvasser 
to  inquire  the  reason.     If  necessary,  he  must  send  assistance  to  the 
canvasser,  and  get  some  active  friends  to  wait  upon  the  voters. 

6.  It  is  particularly  urged  that  chairmen,  secretaries  of  wards,  can- 
vassers, clerks,  messengers  (who  are  voters  and  unpaid),  should  vote 
at  the  first  convenient  opportunity,  and  that  as  many  friends  as  pos- 
sible be  got  to  attend  at  the  polling  booth  before  8  am.,  so  that 
Messrs.  may  head  the  poll  at  the  first  return. 

7.  The  chairman  should  have  two  canvass  books  prepared  for  him, 
containing  the  names  of  all  out-voters  ;  those  polling  in  but  residing 
out  of  his  ward  or  district  in  one  book,  and  those  residing  in  but 
polling  out  of  the  ward  or  district  in  another.     He  should  constantly 
during  the  day  refer  to  the  voters  in  the  first  book,  and  see,  by  refer- 
ence to  the  wall  sheets,  that  they  are  duly  polling.     As  each  person 
is  marked  off  on  the  wall  sheet  as  having  voted,  his  name  should  be 
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struck  from  the  canvass  book.  If  any  voters  remain  impelled  after 
noon,  ho  should  send  thi-ir  nanu-s  14.011  a  voter's  impollcd  card  to  the 
chairman  of  the  ward  or  district  where  they  have  been  canvassed,  and 
if  there  is  any  continued  delay  in  their  voting  lie  must  send  special 
canvassers  to  briny  them  up.  When  sending  to  a  chairman  of  another 
•ward  or  district,  each  chairman  should  also  send  a  list  of  those  persons 
residing  in  the  other  ward,  &c.,  who  have  polled  in  his  ward,  &c. 
This  will  enable  each  chairman  to  know  that  the  voters  in  his  second 
book  have  polled,  and  he  will  mark  them  off  accordingly. 

8.  The  chairman  is  personally  responsible  for  the  punctual  trans-  Only  re- 
mission of  the  state  of  the  poll  to  the  central  committee  room  every  ^l 

half  hour  upon  the  forms  provided  for  the  purpose.  etute  of 

9.  Especial  attention  should  be  given  to  unpledged  voters,  particu-  I"'1 
larly  to  those  who  are  favourable,  and  friends  of  position  and  Aveight 
should  see  them,  if  possible,  and  get  them  to  vote. 

10.  The  chairman  will  have  the  custody  of  the  refreshment  tickets- 
for  canvassers,  &c.     He  will  have  a  card  containing  the  names  of  the 
canvassers,  clerks,  and  messengers  actively  engaged  in  the  election, 
with  a  column  ruled  down   one  side.     Under  no  circumstances  must 
more  than  two  cards  be  given  to  a  canvasser,  &c.  ;  one  in  the  forenoon 
and  the  other  in  the  afternoon.     When  the  first  card  is  given  the 
chairman  must  make  a  mark  thus,  1,  opposite  the  name  of  the  person 
to  whom  it  is  given,  and  when  he  gives  the  second  card  to  the  same 
person  he  must  cross  the  first  mark  thus  X.     It  will  thus  be  seen  at 
a  glance  when  a  canvasser,  &c.,  has  had  his  two  cards.     No  card  is 
transferable,  and  upon  no  account  must  a  card  be  given  to  a  voter, 
either  by  the  chairman  or  anyone  else.    The  refreshments  are  intended 
solely  for  the  use  of  the  officers  necessarily  engaged  in  and  actually 
conducting   the   election,  and   the   central   committee  will  hold  the 
chairmen   of   committees    responsible    for   any   departure   from   this 
intention. 

11.  The  secretary  of  the  ward  or  district  must,  at  the  close  of  the 
polling,  collect  all  books,  wall  sheets,  papers,  and  memoranda  what- 
ever relating  to  the  election,  and  secure  them  in  a  safe  place. 

12.  These  instructions  must  be  kept  by  the  chairman,  and  must  be 
returned  to  Mr.  immediately  after  the  election. 

13.  In  case  of  any  difficulty  arising  during  the  polling,  application 
must  be  made  to  Mr.  ,  at  the  central  committee  rooms, 
No.                        Street. 
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11.-INSPECTOR    OF    REFRESHMENTS. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

Form  24. 

1.  The  inspector  of  refreshments  will  have  sole  charge  and  authority 
over  the  refreshment  room,  and  will  be  responsible  to  the  committee 
for  the  strict  carrying  out  of  these  instructions. 

2.  No  person,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  must  be  admitted  within  the 
refreshment  room  unless  provided  with  a  ticket,  a  duplicate  of  which 
will  be  given  to  the  inspector  on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  polling. 

3.  The  refreshments  are  intended  solely  for  the  canvassers,  clerks, 
and  messengers  necessarily  carrying  on  the   election,   and  it  is  an 
imperative  instruction  to  the  inspector  not  to  allow  any  person  (even 
with  a  ticket),  to  enter  the  room,  whom  he  knows  does  not  fill  one  of 
these  offices. 

4.  Before  a  person  is  admitted  into  the  room  his  ticket  must  be 
carefully  scrutinized  to  ascertain  that  no  forgery  is  being  attempted, 
and  the  ticket  must  be  taken  from  him,  and  carefully  kept  by  the 
inspector. 

5.  No  person  must  be  admitted  more  than  once  in  the  forenoon  and 
once  in  the  afternoon,  whether  he  has  more  tickets  or  not. 

6.  No  person  must  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  room  more  than  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  no  refreshments  must,  on  any  account,  be 
supplied  outside  the  room. 

7.  The  room  must  be  closed  punctually  at  p.m.,  and  the 
inspector  must  then  either  lock  up  the  room,  or  have  the  remainder  of 
the  refreshments  removed  to  a  place  of  safety.     He  must  also  seal 
up    the    tickets    he    has  received,    and  return    them    forthwith    to 
Mr.                                ,  the  election  agent. 

8.  The  inspector's  particular  attention  is  drawn  to  the  Acts  of  Par- 
liament against  bribery  and  treating,  and  he  is  strongly  urged  not  to 
permit  any  violation  of  the  la.v,  as  such  might  render  the  election  of 
Mr.  void.     The  committee  have  selected  for  inspectors 
of  refreshments  men  in  whom  they  have  great  confidence,  and  they 
earnestly  hope  this  confidence  will  not  prove  misplaced,  but  that  the 
inspectors  will  act  up  to  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  these  instructions, 
and  allow  refreshments  only 

TO  PERSONS  NECESSARILY  ENGAGED  IN  CARRYING  ON    THE   ELECTION,   AND  TO 
THOSE  ONLY  NEEDFUL   REFRESHMENTS. 


12.-VOTERS'  UNROLLED  CARDS. 

These  are  small  cards  intended  for  use  in  the  after  part 
of  the  day  of  polling. 

The  names  and  addresses  of  two  or  three  voters,  resident 
in  the  same  neighbourhood,  and  who  though  pledged  for  the 
candidate  do  not  appear  from  the  wall  sheets  to  have  polled, 
are  written  on  a  card  and  given  into  the  hands  of  some 
active  friend  in  the  committee  room  with  instructions  to  see 
the  voters  and  get  them  to  poll. 


Form  25. 


ELECTION,  18 


The  following  persons,  pledged  to  Mr.  ,  do  not 

appear  to  have  voted.     Please  see  to  them  immediately,  and  get  them 
to  poll. 


Progressive 
No. 


Name. 


Address. 


The  wall  sheet  clerk  and  an  assistant  should  employ  them- 
selves during  the  afternoon  in  extracting  from  the  wall  sheets 
the  names,  &c.,  of  the  unpolled  voters  and  writing  them  on 
these  cards.  The  chairman  or  superintendent  of  the  com- 
mittee room  should  then  either  see  the  canvasser  in  whose 
charge  the  voters  are  or  some  other  active  friend,  and  get 
him  to  wait  upon  the  voters  and  see  that  they  vote. 
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With  regard  to  the  staff  requisite  for  conducting  the 
election  on  the  day  of  polling  little  need  be  said,  except  that 
each  person  employed  should  clearly  understand  the  special 
work  which  he  is  detailed  to,  so  that  no  confusion  rnay  arise 
as  to  who  is  to  fill  any  particular  post. 

A  list  should  be  prepared  in  each  committee  room  of  the  , 
persons  appointed  to  each  department  of  work  in  the  com- 
mittee room  and  the  polling  booth  to  which  it  is  attached, 
and  a  general  list   should  be  prepared  for  the  use  of  the 
election  agent. 

The  persons  appointed  should  be  sober  and  intelligent  men. 
They  should  not  be  voters — at  least  those  who  are  paid 
should  not  be  voters,  otherwise  they  are  disqualified  from 
voting1. 

The  duties  of  the  various  officers  may  be  gathered  from 
the  preceding  instructions  applicable  to  each,  but  a  few 
words  may  be  said  as  to  the  class  of  men  required  for  the 
different  positions,  and  in  explanation  of  matters  which 
might  otherwise  not  be  left  quite  clear. 

INSPECTORS  OR   PERSONATION  AGENTS. 

It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  the  success  of  a  closely 
contested  election  under  the  Ballot  Act  will  depend  mainly 
upon  a  suitable  choice  being  made  of  men  to  act  as  inspectors 
or  personation  agents.  They  are,  under  the  secret  system  of 
voting,  the  only  persons  who  have  the  opportunity  of  watch- 
ing the  proceedings  of  the  returning  officers,  and  as  the 
latter  are  almost  invariably  partizans  on  one  side  or  the 
other,  it  will  be  seen  at  once  how  desirable  it  is  that  the 
inspectors  or  personation  agents  should  be  men  of  sufficient 
ability  and  standing  to  keep  them  in  check. 

It  is  very  desirable,  therefore,  that  the  chief  inspector  in 

1  Eepresentation  of  People  Act,  1867,  sec.  11. 
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eacli  polling  booth  should  be  a  lawyer  of  some  standing  in 
his  profession,  or  a  man  of  position  and  ability,  and  in 
selecting  the  inspector  for  each  booth  regard  ought  to  be  had 
to  the  standing  and  capacity  of  the  returning  officer  of  that 
booth,  so  that  the  ablest  inspector  should  be  put  with  the 
ablest  returning  officer,  and  so  on.  If  the  chief  inspector 
of  a  booth  is  one  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  voters 
polling  at  that  booth,  so  much  the  better,  but  if  he  has  little 
or  no  knowledge  of  them,  then  one  or  two  personation  agents 
should  be  appointed  to  act  with  him. 

These  agents  should  be  men  who  are  well  acquainted  with 
the  particular  voters  assigned  to  poll  at  that  particular  booth 
— collectors  of  rates  or  taxes,  rent  collectors,  friendly  societies' 
agents  or  collectors,  &c.,  are  persons  very  likely  to  know 
great  numbers  of  voters,  and  if  friends  filling  these  positions 
can  be  got  to  act  as  personation  agents,  they  make  the  most 
efficient  representatives.  If  such  cannot  be  got,  then  the 
best  arrangements  must  be  made  that  are  practicable. 

The  chief  inspector  in  each  booth  should  have  a  copy  of 
the  instructions  to  personation  agents  given  to  him,  and  he 
should  be  urged  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  them.  It 
should  also  be  strongly  impressed  upon  him  that  it  is  his 
duty  to  see  that  every  requirement  of  the  Ballot  Act  is  duly 
and  properly  carried  out  by  the  returning  officer,  and  that  a 
note  of  any  irregularity  allowed  by  the  latter  should  imme- 
diately be  made  for  subsequent  reference  if  necessary. 


VOTERS'  POLLED  CLERKS  &  MESSENGERS. 

The  duties  of  the  above  are  sufficiently  shewn  by  a 
reference  to  the  description  of  the  "  Polls  return  books,  &c." 
at  page  45.  These  officers  are  only  required  when  an  approxi- 
mate state  of  the  poll  is  considered  desirable. 
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WALL  SHEET  CLERKS. 

These  should  be  steady  and  intelligent  men,  as  bank  clerks, 
book-keepers,  &c.  They  should  have  entire  control  over  the 
wall  sheets,  which  should  be  nailed  upon  the  wall  and  within 
a  little  barrier  made  of  chairs,  tables,  &c.,  behind  which  no 
other  person  must  be  allowed. 

If  convenient,  the  wall  sheets  may  be  placed  near  to  the 
letter  box  prepared  for  receiving  the  voters'  cards  after  polling, 
and  the  clerk  can  then  take  out  the  cards  as  they  are  dropped 
into  the  box.  If  this  arrangement  cannot  well  be  carried 
out  then  another  clerk  must  be  deputed  to  attend  to  the 
letter  box,  and  to  carry  the  cards  from  time  to  time  to  the 
wall  sheet  clerks.  When  the  latter  receive  the  cards  they 
will  count  them  and  enter  the  number  in  a  book  provided 
for  the  purpose.  One  of  the  clerks  will  then  take  the  cards 
and  call  out  each  progressive  number  whilst  the  other,  with 
his  red  and  blue  pencil,  will  strike  out  the  number  on  the 
wall  sheet  by  a  diagonal  line  from  right  to  left,  as  a  sign 
that  the  voter  has  voted.  As  the  latter  does  this,  the 
former  will  place  the  card  on  a  file. 

If  an  approximate  state  of  the  poll  is  required,  and  there 
are  more  than  two  candidates,  the  clerk  striking  out  the 
number  will  call  out  how  each  number  struck  out  is  pledged 
to  vote,  and  a  slip  clerk  (who  must  in  such  case  be  provided 
with  a  seat  near)  will  then  record  it  in  his  slip  book. 

The  wall  sheet  clerks  must  from  time  to  time  examine 
their  wall  sheets,  and  if  they  find  any  particular  street  or 
district  not  voting  as  rapidly  as  the  general  body  of  voters, 
they  must  call  the  attention  of  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee to  the  fact  forthwith.  As  the  polling  gets  slack,  they 
must  also  extract  upon  the  "  voters'  unpolled  cards "  the 
names  of  voters  unpolled  and  hand  them  to  the  chairman, 
Avho  will  instruct  friends  to  fetch  them  up. 
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POLLS   RETURN   CLERKS  &   SLIP  CLERKS. 

These  clerks  will  also  only  l>e  in-i-i-.-arv  \vh<-re  a  state  of 
the  poll  is  required,  and  their  duties  mayl>«-  collected  from  a 
perusal  of  the  instructions  given  at  pp.  45-50.  They  ought  t  o 
be  careful  and  intelligent  men,  and  accustomed  to  accounts. 

INSPECTORS    OF    REFRESHMENT. 

The  inspectors  should  be  steady,  sober  men,  who  can  be 
thoroughly  relied  upon  to  carry  out  their  instructions.  Pro- 
viding refreshments  on  the  polling  day  for  persons  bond  fide 
engaged  in  the  work  of  the  election  is  not  illegal,1  but  the 
greatest  care  should  be  taken  that  no  mere  voter  is  allowed 
even  inside  the  refreshment  room,  let  alone  to  partake  of  any 
refreshments.  The  inspectors  should,  therefore,  be  men  of 
good  temper  but  of  firm  unyielding  disposition. 

CAB    SUPERINTENDENTS. 

It  is  not  "  lawful  for  any  candidate,  or  any  one  on  his 
behalf,  at  any  election  for  any  borough  (except  in  the 
boroughs  of  East  Eetford,  Shoreham,  Cricklade,  Much  "\Ven- 
lock,  and  Aylesbury),  to  pay  any  money  on  account  of  the 
conveyance  of  any  voter  to  the  poll,  either  to  the  voter  him- 
self or  to  any  other  person  "2 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  above  section  applies  to 
boroughs  only.  It  is  quite  legal  to  provide  conveyances  for 
county  voters,3  though  the  payment  for  them  must  not  be  to 
the  voter  himself. 

With  regard  to  boroughs,  also,  the  use  of  candidate's  con- 
veyances is  only  prohibited  to  voters  going  to  the  poll. 

i  Bradford  Election  Petition,  19,  Law  Times  Reports,  N.S.,  728.    Westmin- 
ster Election  Petition,  20,  Law  Times  Reports,  N.S.,  238t 
-  Representation  of  People  Act,  see,  36. 
?  21  and  22  Vic.,  c,  87,  ses.  1, 
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Carriages  may,  therefore,  be  hired  and  paid  for  by  the  candi- 
date for  the  use  of  messengers,  canvassers,  and  others  who 
are  merely  desirous  of  getting  quickly  from  one  place  to 
another,  but  if  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  up  a  voter  to 
the  poll  the  carriage  must  not  be  used  on  the  return  journey, 
it  having  been  held  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  legislature 
"  that  persons  should  go  to  the  poll  either  by  walking  or  by 
their  own  conveyance  or  the  conveyance  of  some  friend."1 
Carriages  hired,  therefore,  on  behalf  of  a  candidate  should 
have  the  following  notice  posted  upon  them  :— 

Form  26. 

"  This  carriage  is  intended  solely  for  the  use  of  messengers,  com- 
mittee-men, and  canvassers,  and  must  on  no  account  be  used  for  the 
conveyance  of  a  voter  to  the  poll. 

"By  order, 


The  prohibition  in  the  section  above  quoted  extends  only 
to  the  candidate  or  any  one  on  his  behalf  paying  "  any 
money  on  account  of  the  conveyance  of  any  voter  to  the 
poll."  If,  therefore,  the  friends  of  a  candidate  are  willing  to 
place  their  own  carriages  and  horses  at  the  service  of  his 
committee  gratuitously,  though  for  the  purpose  of  bringing* 
up  infirm  or  distant  voters  to  the  poll,  there  does  not  seem 
to  be  any  objection  to  that  course  being  adopted.  Indeed, 
that  seems  to  have  been  done  at  Salford  and  other  places 
without  question. 

It  has  been  said  that  inasmuch  as  the  36th  sec.  of  the 
Eepresentation  of  the  People  Act  makes  the  paying  of  money 
by  the  candidate,  or  any  one  on  his  behalf,  for  the  conveyance 
of  voters'  to  the  poll  an  illegal  payment  only,  a  general 

1  Martin  B.— Salford  Election  Petition,  20,  ]^aw  Times  Jleports,  N.S.,  122. 
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hiring  of  and  payment  for  carriages  for  such  purpose  would 
only  subject  the  person  paying  to  penalties,  and  would  not 
vitiate  the  election.  This  is  very  doubtful  doctrine,  how- 
ever, and  Mr.  Baron  Martin,  in  the  Salford  case,1  said  if  such 
a  case  arose  he  should  reserve  the  point  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

It  would  not  be  wise,  therefore,  to  risk  the  validity  of  an 
election  by  acting  contrary  to  what  is  clearly  prohibited  by 
the  statute. 

In  boroughs  and  in  every  polling  district  of  a  county  it  will  Cab  super- 
be  found  most  convenient  to  have  a  cab  superintendent  who, 
either  by  himself  or  with  the  assistance  of  one  or  two  others, 
will  make  all  the  necessary  arrangements  for  marshalling, 
placing,  and  directing  the  movements  of  the  cabs,  &c. 

In  boroughs  he  will  solicit  the  gratuitous  loan  of  con-  Dutiesof in 
veyances  from  friends  ;  arrange  with  chairmen  of  committees  ^roughs, 
how  many  cabs  for  messengers,  &c.,  and  voters  respectively 
are  to  be  sent  to  each  committee  room ;  tell  off  the  day 
before  the  poll  the  particular  cabs,  &c.,  to  attend  each  com- 
mittee room  ;  see  the  notices  posted  in  the  candidate's  cabs ; 
appoint  a  deputy  to  each  committee  room  for  the  day  of 
polling  and  supervise  generally  the  working  out  of  the 
arrangements.  He  must  have  absolute  power  over  the  cabs, 
&c.,  and  drivers,  and  be  empowered  to  remove  them  where 
not  wanted  to  other  places  where  they  are  wanted.  He  must 
be  continually  going  about  on  the  day  of  election,  so  as  to 
prevent  them  being  kept  idling,  and  the  candidate's  cabs 
being  used  for  conveying  voters. 

In  counties  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  inspector  to  arrange  in  counties 
with  the  various  township  committees  for  cabs,  omnibuses, 
&c.,  to  be  at  certain  fixed  points  at  certain  hours  to  meet  the 
voters  who  will  assemble  there.     He  will  also  arrange  the 
routes  which  the  conveyances  must  take,  so  as  to  pick  up 

1  Law  Times  Reports,  N.S.,  124. 
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single  voters  on  the  road,  and  the  places  from  which  and  the 
times  at  which  the  conveyances  will  leave  on  the  return 
journeys.  For  these  purposes  he  will  require  a  return  to  be 
made  to  him  of  the  number  of  voters  assembling  at  each 
fixed  point  and  the  hour  at  which  they  will  be  ready  to  leave, 
and  it  will  then  be  his  duty  to  see  that  a  sufficient  number 
of  conveyances  are  at  the  appointed  places  at  the  appointed 
times. 

OUTDOOR    SUPERINTENDENT. 

In  boroughs  it  is  very  desirable  to  have,  on  the  day  of 
election,  a  cool-headed  and  experienced  man  whose  business 
it  will  be  to  visit  from  time  to  time  the  various  committee 
rooms  to  see  that  everything  is  working  smoothly  and  properly. 
If  any  difficulty  arises,  as  from  the  negligence,  ignorance,  or 
incapacity  of  clerks,  messengers,  &c.,  he  will  have  the  duty 
of  putting  it  right,  and  as  he  will  know  from  frequently 
visiting  the  various  ward  or  district  committee  rooms  where 
assistance  is  needed  and  where  it  is  superabundant,  he  will 
confer  with  the  chairmen  of  the  respective  committees  as  to 
obtaining  or  rendering  such  assistance.  He  ought  to  be 
provided  with  a  cab  specially  set  apart  for  his  use. 

DETECTIVE    COMMITTEE.. 

The  use  of  such  a  committee  has  in  several  instances  pre- 
vented an  election  petition. 

The  committee  should  be  composed  of  three  persons,  one 
of  whom  should  be  a  lawyer,  or  otherwise  a  person  well 
skilled  in  election  law — and  the  others  shrewd,  sensible  men 
of  the  class  of  which  the  great  bulk  of  the  electors  is  com- 
posed. 

Their  duties  will  be  two-fold  :  first,  to  prevent  illegal  prac- 
tices on  their  own  side ;  and  secondly,  to  obtain  and  note 
down  at  the  time,  all  the  particulars  they  can  get  of  any 
illegal  practices  committed  by  their  opponents. 
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It  will  be  found  during  the  progress  of  a  canvass  that 
many  rumour.-  will  IK-  fiivulated  in  reference  to  certain  per- 
sons having  offered  or  been  offered  bribes,  and  as  to  others 
having  hern  intimidated  or  having  used  intimidation,  &c. 
In  most  cases  these  rumours  will  turn  out,  upon  investiga- 
tion, to  have  little  or  no  foundation,  but  in  a  few  cases  they 
will  turn  out  to  be  undoubted  facts. 

If  a  rumour  of  any  illegal  practice  having  been  com- 
mitted by  a  friend  should  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  detec- 
tive committee,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  should  at 
once  seek  a  private  interview  with  the  friend  and  tell  him  of 
the  rumour,  but  should  at  once  say  that  he  assumes  it  to  be 
untrue  and  does  not  wish  for  any  explanation,  but  if  the 
friend  thinks  that  anything  he  has  done  is  open  to  miscon- 
struction, he  had  better  take  steps  to  explain.  If  the  rumour 
should  be  of  illegal  practices  by  the  other  side,  the  chairman 
should,  either  himself,  or  by  his  two  assistants,  make  every 
enquiry  into  the  matter,  and  note  down  in  writing  every 
particular  as  to  names  of  informants,  parties  to  transaction, 
witnesses,  dates,  &c.,  he  is  able  to  obtain.  The  enquiries 
must  be  quietly  and  cautiously  made,  and  should  not  be 
allowed  to  become  known  to  the  other  side.  Everything 
should  be  put  down,  whether  strictly  evidence  or  not,  as  in 
the  event  of  a  petition  upon  the  ground  of  one  or  two  illegal 
practices,  a  hint  that  proof  will  be  forthcoming  of  illegal 
practices  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  which  will  prevent 
them  claiming  the  seat,  will  often  deter  them  from  going  on. 

CENTRAL    COMMITTEE    CLERKS    AND 
MESSENGERS. 

The  same  class  of  men  will  be  required  in  the  central  com- 
mittee room  for  these  offices  as  in  the  ward  or  district  com- 
mittee rooms. 
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Eeview  of  Immediately  the  agent  lias  received  the  foregoing  books 
and  forms,  and  has  engaged  the  necessary  clerks,  &c.,  he 
ought  to  have  a  general  review  of  his  staff  to  explain  to  them 
their  duties.  Meetings  should  therefore  be  called,  first  of 
those  persons  whose  duties  will  lie  in  and  about  the  polling 
booths — viz.,  the  inspectors  and  personation  agents,  and  (if 
necessary)  the  voters  polled  counting  clerks  and  messengers ; 
and  secondly,  of  those  persons  whose  duties  lie  in  the  com- 
mittee rooms — viz.,  wall  sheet  clerks,  inspectors  of  refresh- 
ments, and  (if  necessary)  polls  return  and  slip  clerks. 

The  instructions  to  each  should  be  carefully  gone  through, 
and  practical  illustrations  be  given  of  the  work  each  will  be 
called  upon  to  do. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  first-named  persons  a  box  to  repre- 
sent the  ballot  box  should  be  provided  and  a  presiding  officer 
and  clerk  stationed  behind  it.  Each  inspector  or  personation 
agent  should  have  his  instructions  and  register  before  him 
whilst  a  person  to  represent  the  voter  comes  in,  applies  for  a 
ballot  paper,  is  objected  to,  answers  the  questions,  receives  a 
marked  ballot  paper,  and  votes.  The  manner  in  which  a 
blind  or  illiterate  voter  gives  his  vote  should  also  be  gone 
through,  and  the  persons  present  should  be  encouraged  to 
ask  questions  as  freely  as  possible.  At  the  meeting  of 
the  second-named  persons,  an  enlarged  wall  sheet  should  be 
fixed  on  the  wall,  and  the  mode  of  reading  off  the  cards, 
striking  off  those  who  have  polled,  recording  numbers,  &c., 
should  be  acted  as  if  the  election  was  actually  proceeding. 
In  like  manner  every  one  should  be  encouraged  to  ask  ques- 
tions until  every  person  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
duty  he  will  be  called  upon  to  perform. 

The  chairmen  of  committees  should  attend  both  meetings, 
as  it  is  very  desirable  they  should  have  a  general  idea  of  the 
whole  working  of  the  election.  The  rest  of  the  staff  should 
also  be  well  drilled  in  their  respective  duties. 
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Two  days  before  the  election  the  voters1  instructions  and 
cards  (in  envelopes  and  addressed)  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
canvassers,  who  should,  if  possible,  call  upon  each  voter  per- 
sonally with  his  card  mid  instructions. 

THE    NOMINATION. 

It  is  not  proposed  in  this  place  to  set  out  the  duties  of  a  puty  Of 
returning  officer,  on  the  receipt  of  a  writ  for  an  election,  J^"™m 
beyond  stating  that  it  is  incumbent  upon  him  to  give  public 
notice  by  advertisements,  .placards,  &c.,  of  the  day,  time,  and 
place,  on  and  at  which  he  will  proceed  to  an  election,  and 
of  the  day  on  which  the  poll  will  be  taken  in  case  the  elec- 
tion is  contested,  and  of  the  time  and  place  at  which  forma 
of  nomination  papers  may  be  obtained.1 

So  soon  as  this  notice  has  been  given,  the  agent  should  Duty  Of 
apply  for  one  or  more  forms  of  nomination  papers,  according  a8ent« 
as  he  has  one  or  more  candidate  or  candidates,  inasmuch  as 
each  candidate  must  be  separately  nominated.   The  returning 
officer  is  bound  to  supply  a  form  of  nomination  paper  to  any 
registered  elector  during  the  appointed  hours.* 

The  nomination  paper  must  be  subscribed  by  two  regie- 
tered  electors  of  the  county  or  borough,  as  proposer  andtio£ 
seconder,  and  by  eight  other  registered  electors  of  the  same  scribed, 
county  or  borough  as  assenting  to  the  nomination.3 

The  agent  should  arrange  beforehand  who  are  to  be  the 
persons  to  sign  the  nomination  papers,  so  that  no  time  may  be 
lost  in  getting  the  nomination  properly  made.  In  deciding  who 
are  to  sign,  great  care  should  be  used  in  getting  electors  who 
represent  various  classes  or  shades  of  political  opinion,  and, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  most  influential  and  popular  of  these. 

As  stated  before,  each  candidate  must  be  nominated  by  a 
separate  nomination  paper,  but  the  same  electors,  or  any  of 

1  Ballot  Act,  schedule  1,  part  1,  rule  1, 

2  Ballot  Act,  schedule  1. 

3  Ibid.,  schedule  1,  part  1,  rule  7. 
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them,  may  subscribe  as  many  nomination  papers  as  there  are 
vacancies  to  be  filled,  but  no  more.1 

If  two  candidates  coalesce,  the  leading  members  of  each 
candidate's  committee  should  sign  both  nominations. 

It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  it  is  not  imperative  that  a 
nomination  paper  supplied  by  the  returning  officer  should  be 
used.  If  the  paper  be  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Act  of 
Parliament  it  will  be  sufficient.2 

The  following  is  the  form  prescribed  :  — 


Form  27. 


_  Election,  18 

in  the  of 

of  ,  being 


We,  the  undersigned,  A.B.,  of 
and  C.D.,  of  in  the 

electors  of  the  said  borough  (or  County)   do  hereby  nominate  the 
following  person  as  a  proper  person  to  serve  as  member  for  the  said 
in  Parliament. 


Surname. 

Other  Names. 

Abode. 

Rank,  Profession, 
or  Occupation. 

Signed 


A.  B. 
C.  D. 


Nomina- 

-howftied 
UP* 


In  filling  up  this  paper  care  must  be  taken  to  put  the  can- 
didate's  surname  first  (see  form)  ;  then  his  Christian  name 
or  names  must  be  stated  ;  then  his  place  of  abode  (not  his 
place  of  business)  ;  and  lastly  his  rank,  profession,  or  calling.3 

1  Ballot  Act,  schedule  1,  part  1,  rule  5. 

2  Ibid.,  rule  7. 

3  Ballot  Act,  schedule  1,  part  1,  rule  6. 
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After  the  proposer's  and  seconder's  signatures  must  come 
the  assent  of  eight  other  registered  elector*  to  tin-  ii-.mina- 
tion.     The  assent  may  be  in  the  following  form,  and  mu 
written  on  the  same  paper  .containing  tin-  nomination  :— 

"  We,  tlio  undersigned,  being  registered  electors  of  the  (borough  or 
county)  of  ,  do  hereby  assent  to  the  nomination  of  the  above- 

mentioned  E.  F.,  as  a  proper  person  to  serve  as  member  for  the  said 
in  Parliament. 

Signed 

G.  H.,  of  &c.,  and  by  seven  others 
at  the  least. 

Of  course  more  than  eight  may  sign  as  assenting  to  the 
nomination,  and  where  it  is  desirable  to  conciliate  various  816n* 
interests,  an  influential  man  representing  each  interest  should 
be  got  to  sign,  though  the  number  should  exceed  eight. 

The  nomination  paper  when  duly  filled  up  must  be  deli-  HOW  do 
vered  to  the  returning  officer  at  the  place  and  during  the  llvered- 
time  appointed   for   the   election.1     It  must  be  delivered 
either  by  the   candidate  himself    or  his  proposer  ^S^nis 
seconder.2 

No   person   except    a   candidate  and  his  proposer   and 


seconder,  and  one  other  person  selected  by  each  candidate,  tied  to  be 
is  entitled  to  be  present  with  the  returning  officer  during  the 
time  appointed  for  the  election,  unless  such  person  is  there 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  returning  officer.3 

Each  candidate  must  be  described  in  the  nomination  paper  jjow  p^, 
in  such  manner  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  returning  officer  is 
calculated  to  sufficiently  identify  such  candidate  ;  the  descrip- 
tion shall  include  his  names,  his  abode,  and  his  rank,  pro- 
fession, or  calling,  and  his  surname  shall  come  first  in  the 
list  of  his  names.  No  objection  to  a  nomination  paper  on 

1  Ballot  Act,  schedule  1,  part  1,  rule  8. 

2  Ibid.,  sec.  1 

3  Ibid.,  rule  8. 
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the  ground  of  the  description  of  the  candidate  therein  being 
insufficient  or  not  being  in  compliance  with  this  rule 
shall  be  allowed  or  deemed  valid  unless  such  objection  is 
made  by  the  returning  officer,  or  by  some  other  person  at 
or  immediately  after  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the  nomi- 
nation paper.1 

Objection        If  it  is  intended  to  object  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  descrip- 
tion paper  tion  of  the  candidate,  or  that  his  names,  abode,  profession, 


or  ca^n£  *s  erroneous,  or  that  his  surname  is  not  put  first  in 
the  list  of  his  names,  the  objection  must  be  made  before  the 
returning  officer  publishes  the  nomination  under  the  rule 
hereafter  mentioned.  But  before  any  such  objection  is  made 
the  agent  should  well  consider  whether  an  objection  is  likely 
to  benefit  his  candidate  or  not.  If  the  only  effect  of  an 
objection  would  be  to  more  distinctly  mark  out  his  opponent, 
he  should  not  object  ;  but  if  a  correct  description  of  him 
would  tend  to  confuse  the  supporters  of  his  opponent,  then 
it  would  be  the  agent's  duty  to  object.  If  there  were  more 
serious  objections  to  the  opposition  candidate,  as  that  he  was 
ineligible  for  Parliament  ;  had  been  proposed  or  seconded 
by  a  person  not  registered  a  s  an  elector,  or  that  his  nomina- 
tion was  not  duly  assented  to  by  eight  other  registered 
electors,  &c.,  then  it  would  be  most  unwise  to  object  to  him 
until  after  the  expiration  of  the  two  hours  limited  for 
tendering  nominations,  as  in  the  latter  event  if  the  objection 
was  a  valid  one,  the  duly  qualified  candidate  could  claim  the 
seat. 

Nomina-  If  no  objection  is  made  to  a  nomination  paper  imme- 
published.  diately  after  it  has  been  handed  in,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
returning  officer  forthwith  to  publish  a  notice  of  the  name 
of  the  person  nominated  as  a  candidate,  and  of  the  names 
of  his  proposer  and  seconder  by  placarding  the  same  in  a 
conspicuous  position  outside  the  building  in  which  the  room. 

i  Ballot  Act,  rule  6. 
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is  situate  appointed  for  the  election.1  The  agent  should 
see  that  this  is  duly  done,  both  as  regards  his  own  candidate 
and  his  opponent.  If  not  properly  carried  out  in  respect  of 
the  latter,  he  will  note  the  omission  as  an  objection  to  be 
made,  if  necessary,  hereafter. 

By  rule  1  2  of  the  Ballot  Act,  a  person  shall  not  be  entitled  What 
to  have  his  name  inserted  in  any  ballot  paper  as  a  candi- 


date  unless  he  has  been  nominated  in  manner  provided  by  J? 
that  Act,  and  every  person  whose  nomination  paper  has  been 
delivered  to  the  returning  officer  during  the  time  appointed 
for  the  election  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  duly  nomi- 
nated unless  objection  be  made  to  his  nomination  paper  by 
the  returning  officer  or  some  other  person  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  appointed  for  the  election  or  within  one 
hour  aftemuards. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  an  objection  to  the  description  Objection 
of  a  candidate  must  be  made  [immediately  the  nomination  J^^^ 
paper  is  handed  in,  but  any  other  objection  may  be  made  at  dilate  — 
any  time  during  the  election  or  within  an  hour  afterwards,  made. 
and  if  a  valid  objection  is  made  to  a  candidate  within  the 
last  hour  his  name  cannot  be  inserted  in  the  ballot  paper, 
and  if  no  more  candidates  stand  duly  nominated  than  there 
are  vacancies,  the  latter  can  require  the  returning  officer  to 
declare  them  duly  elected. 

The  returning  officer  is  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  every  Returning 
objection  made  to  a  nomination  paper;  and  his  decision  if  dis-  decide  va- 
allowing  the  objection  shall  be  final,  but  if  allowing  i 
shall  be  subject  to  reversal  on  petition  questioning  the  elec- 
tion or  return.2 

It  will  be  observed  upon  reference  to  the  6th  and  12th 
rules  of  Schedule  1,  part  1  of  the  Ballot  Act,  that  the 
returning  officer  or  "  some  other  person  "  must  make  objec- 

1  Ballot  Act,  schedule  1,  part  1,  rule  11. 

2  Ballot  Act,  schedule  1,  part  1,  rule  13. 
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tion  within  the  times  respectively  stated  therein.  Whether 
the  "  some  other  person  "  must  be  some  other  person  duly 
authorized  to  object,  as  a  registered  elector,  or  a  person 
entitled  to  attend  the  election  under  rule  8,  or  may  be  a  mere 
non-elector,  does  not  seem  clear. 

makeob  As  an  objection  to  the  description  of  a  candidate  must  be 
jections.  made  "  at  or  immediately  after  the  time  of  the  delivery  of 
the  nomination  paper  "  nominating  him,  it  would  seem  that 
an  objection  must  of  necessity  be  made  by  some  person 
attending  the  proceedings,  but  as  an  objection  to  the  status, 
&c.,  of  a  candidate  under  rule  12  may  be  made  at  any  time 
before  the  expiration  of  the  time  appointed  for  the  election, 
or  within  one  hour  afterwards,  it  is  conceived  that  such 
objection  may  clearly  be  made  by  a  registered  elector,  and 
perhaps  by  a  non-registered  elector,  the  latter  being  still 
deemed  to  take  part  in  the  nomination.  However,  it  will  be 
much  the  safest  plan  to  let  both  kinds  of  objections  be  made 
by  registered  electors,  and  if  this  is  done  it  is  immaterial 
who  they  are  or  of  what  standing. 

Candidates      By  analogy  to  the  old  mode  of  election,  if  at  the  expiration 
without  a    OI>  one  hour  after  the  time  appointed  for  the  election  (the 
poU*          hour  being  for  objections  to  be  made   and   the   returning 
officer  to  decide  upon  them)  no  more  candidates  stand  nomi- 
nated, i.e.,  duly  nominated,  than  there  are  vacancies  to  be 
filled  up,  the  returning  officer  is  forthwith  to  declare  the 
candidates  nominated  to  be  elected,  and  return  their  names 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery. 

Adjourn-        If,  on  the  contrary,  at  the  expiration  of  the  hour  more 
jTpoll.  a  6  candidates  stand  nominated  than  there  are  vacancies  to  be 
filled  up,  the  returning  officer  must  adjourn  the  election  and 
take  a  poll.1 

With-  A   candidate   may,   during  the   time   appointed  for   the 

candidate,  election,  i.e.,  between  the  hours  fixed  by  the  returning  officer 

1  Ballot  Act,  sec.  1,  par.  2. 
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for  receiving  nominations,  but  not  after  n  ithdraw  his 

candidature  by  giving  a  notice  to  that  efl'er1 
to  the  returning  officer.     If  a  candidate  has  been  nominated 
in  his  absence  out  of  the  United    Kingd-.m,   hi-  jiroposer 
may  withdraw  him  by  a  like  written  notice  signed   bv 
proposer,  together  with  a  written  declaration   of  Mich    candi- 
date's absence.1 

If  after  an  adjournment  of  an  election  for  the  purpose  of  Candidate 
taking  a  poll,  one  of  the  candidates  nominated  shall 
before  the  poll  has  commenced,  the  returning  officer  shall, 
upon  being  satisfied  of  the  fact  of  such  death,  countermand 
the  poll,  and  all  proceedings  with  reference  to  the  election 
shall  be  commenced  afresh  in  all  respects  as  if  the  writ  had 
been  received  by  the  returning  officer  on  the  day  on  which 
proof  was  given  to  him  of  such  death — provided  that  no  fresh 
nomination  shall  be  necessary  in  the  case  of  a  candidate  who 
stood  nominated  at  the  time  of  the  countermand  of  the  poll.3 

If  a  candidate  should  be  dead  at  the  time  he  is  nominated, 
or  should  die  during  the  time  appointed  for  the  election,  or 
within  the  subsequent  hour  (which  might  happen  unknown 
to  his  proposer,  &c.),  it  does  not  seem  very  clear  what  the 
position  of  matters  would  be.  It  is  apprehended  the  other 
candidates  (if  no  more  than  vacancies)  would  be  elected,  or 
(if  more  than  vacancies)  would  go  to  the  poll. 

If  the  death  of  the  candidate  is  not  known  to  the  return- 
ing officer  until  after  the  commencement  of  the  poll,  it 
seems  clear  that  the  latter  must  go  on  with  the  election  : 
if  the  candidate  was  alive,  and  if  the  dead  candidate  should 
be  elected,  must  return  him  accordingly,  as  the  election  will 
relate  back  to  the  day  of  nomination,  and  the  candidate  will 
be  returned  as  if  elected  on  that  day.  A  new  writ  must  then 
be  issued  before  a  new  election  can  be  had. 

1  Ballot  Act,  sec.  1,  par.  3. 

2  Ibid.,  par.  4. 
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THE  ELECTION. 

Very  little  need  be  said  as  to  what  is  necessary  to  be  done 
on  the  day  of  election,  as  the  instructions  to  the  various 
officers  and  committees  will  shew  all  that  is  requisite. 

^ie  out-d°or  superintendent  and  the  election  agent  should 
superin-     meet  at  the  central  committee  room  not  later  than  7.30  on 
election      the  morning-  of  the   day    of  polling.      The   former   should 
immediately  drive  round  to  each  polling  booth  to  see  that 
the  representatives  of  his  candidate  are  at  their  posts,  whilst 
the  latter  visits  the  various  ward  or  district  committee  rooms 
with  the  like  object.     After  this  has  been  done  the  agent 
should  return  to  the   central   committee  rooms,   where   he 
should  remain  during  the  rest  of  the  day,  ready  to  be  con- 
sulted by  anybody  requiring  advice  and  directions. 

Duty  of          The  leading  members  of  the  central  committee  should 

central 

committee,  also  meet  at  their  committee  room  (if  not  required  in  the 

wards  or  districts)  ready  to  confer  with  the  agent  upon  an 
emergency  or  to  go  to  any  weak  place  where  assistance  and 
encouragement  are  needed. 

The  out-door  superintendent  and  one  or  two  other  com- 
mitteemen  should  frequently  visit  the  various  ward  or  district 
committee  rooms,  and  carefully  scrutinize  the  wall  sheets 
to  see  that  the  voters  pledged  on  their  side  are  polling 
satisfactorily. 

Progress  of  The  numbers  polled  should  be  noted  down  and  reported 
to  the  agent,  who,  having  before  him  a  return  of  the  number 
of  pledges  in  each  ward  or  district,  will  see  at  a  glance  how 
matters  are  progressing.  If  any  particular  ward  or  district 
appears  to  be  behind  the  rest  in  the  proportion  of  voters 
polled  to  those  pledged,  he  will  at  once  dispatch  a  committee- 
man  to  enquire  the  reason,  and  to  urge  the  committee  of  the 
ward  to  greater  exertions. 
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If  it  appears  that  any  particular  class  of  voters  is  standing 
aloof  or  voting  contrary  to  their  i'l«-<l^«'>,  li«-  will  in  like 
manner  send  off  some  person  to  enquin-  into  the  cause,  and 
remedy  it,  if  possible. 

At  the  close  of  the  poll,  the  agent  will  proceed  to  tlie 
place,  previously  notified  to  him  by  the  rctui  •ning  officer,  for 
the  counting  of  the  votes.  He  should  personally  see  that 
all  the  requirements  of  the  Ballot  Act  relating  to  the  sealing  /  A  $ 
i?p  of  the  ballot  box,1  and  the  sealing  up  into  separate 
pacEeT^'oTThe—  - 

1.  Unused  and  spoilt  ballot  papers, 

2.  The  tendered  ballot  papers, 

3.  The  marked  copies  of  the  register  of  voters,  and  the 
counterfoils  of  the  ballot  papers  ;  and 

4.  The  tendered  votes  list,  list  of  votes  marked  by  the 
presiding   officer,   and  statement  of  such   votes   under  the 
heads  of  "  physical   incapacity,"  "  Jews,"  and  "  unable  to 
read,"  and  the  declarations   of  illiterate  voters  have  been 
complied  with.3 

He  should  also  see  that  the  statements  made  by  the  pre- 
siding officers,  accounting  for  the  ballot  papers  given  to  each, 
tally  with  the  numbers  in  the  ballot  boxes,  and  in  the 
separate  packets.  The  returning  officer  has  no  power,  how- 
ever, to  open  the  sealed  packets  of  "  tendered  "  ballot  papers, 
but  must  get  the  number  of  tendered  votes,  from  the  ten- 
derd  votes  list.3 

Before  proceeding  with  the  counting  of  the  votes,  the  Counting 
returning  officer  must,  in  the  presence  of  the  agents  of  the  T0to6* 
candidates,  open  each  ballot  box  and  taking  out  the  papers, 
count  and  record  the  number,  and  then  mix  the  contents  of 
all  the  boxes  together.4     This  is  to  be  done  to  prevent  the 


Ci 


1  Ballot  Act,  sec.  2,  par.  3. 

2  Ballot  Act,  schedule  1,  part  1,  rule  29.   / 

3  Ibid.,  ml,-  r,7. 
*  Ibid.,  rule  34. 
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numbers  polled  for  any  particular  candidate  in  any  particular 
ward  being  known.  With  a  view  to  prevent  the  vote  of  any 
particular  voter  becoming  known,  the  returning  officer  is 
strictly  enjoined  to  "  keep  the  ballot  papers  with  their  faces 
upwards,  and  take  all  proper  precautions  for  preventing  any 
person  from  seeing  the  numbers  printed  on  the  backs  of  such 
papers."  l 
Persons  to  The  returning  officer  may  in  addition  to  any  clerks, 

be  present. 

appoint  competent  persons  to  assist  him  in  counting  the 
votes,2  but  with  the  exception  of  his  staff  and  the  agents  of 
the  candidates,  no  other  person  may  be  present  when  the 
votes  are  counted  unless  with  the  express  permission  of  the 
returning  officer,3  which  ought  not  to  be  given  except  under 
very  exceptional  circumstances.  A  candidate  may  be  present 
and  may  undertake  any  duties  or  assist  his  agent  in  the 
performance  of  any  duties  the  latter  might  have  under- 
taken.4 

Persons          No  person  who  has  been  employed  by  any  other  person  in 

em  lo  *ed  or  a^ou^  the  election  must  be  appointed  by  the  returning 
officer  to  assist  him  in  counting  or  as  a  clerk  or  in  any 
manner  for  the  purposes  of  the  election.5 

Secrecy.  Every  officer,  clerk,  and  agent  in  attendance  at  the  count- 
ing of  the  votes  must  (on  pain  of  imprisonment  in  default) 
maintain  and  aid  in  maintaining  the  secrecy  of  the  voting, 
and  must  not  attempt  to  ascertain  the  number  on  the  back 
of  any  ballot  paper,  or  communicate  any  information  obtained 
as  to  the  candidate  for  whom  any  vote  is  given  in  any  parti- 
cular ballot  paper.0 

Mode  of  A  convenient  mode  of  counting  the  votes  where  there  are 
fcing<  only  two  candidates  is,  after  the  whole  of  the  ballot  papers 

1  Ballot  Act,  sell.  1,  part  1,  rule  34. 

2  Ibid.,  rule  48. 

3  Ibid.,  rule  33. 

4  Ibid.,  rule  51. 
*  Ibid.,  rule  49. 

o  Ballot  Act,  sec.  4. 
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have  been  mixed  together,  for  each  person  appointed  by  the 
returning  officer  to  assist  in  the  counting  to  t;il  .   a  mini 

of  the  ballot  papers  and  to  divid.-  tin-in  int..  • 
all  the  .  for  Mob  lot.    Ti 

ought  to  be  done  under  the  supervision  of  an  agent  oi 
candidat. •.     If  any  dispute  arises  as  alidity  of  any 

ballots,  tin-  latter  may  In-  plae.-d    apart  from   th«-  1)6 

decided  upon  by  the  returning  officer.    Th«-  number  of  bul' 
pap>  a  eh  candidate  will  then  be  can -fully  counted  by 

ill-  returning  officer's  assistants  and  entered  upon  a  piece  of 
paper  (the  agent  also  taking  a  note  of  the  number)  and  then 
the  disputed  ballot  papers  will  be  counted  and  entered  in 
like  manner.  The  numbers  of  the  undisputed  ballot  papers 
counted  and  admitted  by  each  assistant  will  then  be  given  to 
the  returning  officer,  together  with  t lie  disputed  ballot  pape 
but  befur<'  adding  up  the  former,  he  ought  to  decide  upon  the 
validity  of  each  of  the  latter,  dividing  the  latter,  as  he  decides 
each  vote,  between  the  candidates  until  all  are  gone  through ; 
the  additional  ballot  papers  given  to  each  candidate  are  then 
counted  and  added  to  the  number  previously  given  in  his 
favour,  and  the  total  of  these  will  give  the  number  polled  for 
each  candidate  respectively. 

If  there  are  more  candidates  than  two,  the  process  of  where 
counting  will  be  more  elaborate.     The  ballot  papers  will  S^*' 
then  have  to  be  divided  into — 1st.  Plumpers  for  each  candi-  tlian  two- 
date.      2nd.  Strictly  party  votes.     3rd.  Cross  votes.      The 
great  bulk  of  the  papers  will,  however,  be  part  .  and 

after  these  have  been  counted  and  recorded,  the  cross  votes 
can  be  gone  through  ,  and  recorded  seperately. 

then  the  plumpers  added. 

The  great  principle  in  counting  is  to  first  count  and  dispose 
of  the  undisputed  ballot  papers,  so  that  those  which  are 
objected  to  may  be  brought  together  and  adjudicated  upon 
by  the  returning  officer,  whose  power  in  this  respect  cannot 
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be  delegated,  and  whose  decisions  are  final,  and  cannot  be 
reversed  except  upon  petition.1 

Duty  of         It  should  be  mentioned  that  when  a   number   of  ballot 

officer's^   papers  are  given  to  a  returning  officer's  assistant  to  count, 

assistant,   ^e  ought  in  the  presence  of  an  agent  for  each   candidate 

first  to  count  and  record  the  gross  number  given  to  him,  and 

after  he  has  divided  them  as  before  mentioned,  he  ought  to 

make  out  an  account  shewing  the  numbers  polled  for  each 

candidate,  the  number  of  split  votes  and  the   number   of 

votes   objected   to.     The   total   of  the  account   should,   of 

course,  tally  with  the  gross  number  of  papers  given  to  him. 

Votes  The  returning  officer  must,  as  far  as  practicable,  proceed 

counted      continuously  with  the  counting  of  the  votes,  allowing  only 

between  7  time  for  refreshment.     It  would  seem  that  he  is  bound  to 

p.m.  and  9 

a.m.  except  cease  counting  from  7  p.m.  to  9  a.m.  unless  he  and  the  agents 
mentT6  agree  otherwise.  During  this  cessation  of  counting  he  must 
place  the  ballot  papers  and  other  documents  relating  to  the 
election  under  his  own  seal,  and  the  seals  of  such  of  the 
agents  of  the  candidates  as  desire  to  affix  their  seals,  and 
must  take  proper  precautions  for  the  security  of  such  papers 
and  documents.2 

Adjourn-  The  agent  should,  in  the  event  of  an  adjournment  of  the 
ment  of  counting,  invariably  place  his  seal  on  the  packets  or  on  the 
safe  in  which  they  are  placed,  and  he  should  request  the 
agent  on  the  other  side  to  do  the  same.  It  may  be  added 
that  the  counting  should  take  place  in  a  room  newly  swept 
and  perfectly  clear  of  papers,  so  that  if  any  ballot  paper  is 
thrown  upon  the  floor,  or  gets  down  accidentally,  it  may  be 
seen  immediately. 

As  before  stated  the  returning  officer  is  the  only  person  who 
can  decide  as  to  "  any  question  arising  in  respect  of  any 
ballot  paper."  The  agents  on  both  sides  will,  therefore,  go 

1  Ballot  Act,  sec.  2. 

2  Ballot  Act,  schedule  1,  part  1,  rule  35. 


85 

through  the  ballot  papers  objected  to  with   the  returning  Ballot 
officer,  who  will  hoar  tln-ir  arguments  for  or  against  each  vote  JjJJJTre 

and  decide  lief  ween  (hem.  objections 

to. 
It  should  bo  particularly  remembered   that  every  ballot 

paper  is  void  and  is  not  to  be  counted, 

1.  Which  has  not  on  its  back  the  official  mark. 

2.  On  which  votes  are  given  to  more  candidates  than  the 
voter  is  entitled  to  vote  for. 

3.  On  which  anything  (except  the  number  on  the  back) 
is  written  or  marked  by  which  the  voter  can  be  identified. 

Each  ballot  paper  of  a  voter  on  the  other  side  should  there- 
fore be  carefully  scrutinized  by  the  agents  to  see  if  any 
objection  can  be  made  to  it  on  any  of  these  grounds,  or  if  it 
is  so  uncertainly  marked  that  it  is  doubtful  which  candidate 
the  voter  intended  to  vote  for.  In  all  questionable  cases 
the  agents  will,  of  course,  object,  so  that  the  objection  may 
be  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  returning  officer. 

If  the  returning  officer  rejects  any  ballot  paper  as  invalid, 
he  must  write  across  it  "  rejected,"  and  if  liis  decision  is 
objected  to  by  an  agent,  add  "  rejection  objected  to."  He 
must  report  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery  the 
number  of  ballot  papers  rejected  and  not  counted  by  him 
under  the  several  heads  of — 

1.  Want  of  official  mark. 

2.  Voting  for  more  candidates  than  entitled  to. 

3.  Writing  or  mark  by  which  voter  could  be  identified. 

4.  Unmarked  or  void  for  uncertainty,  and  must  on  request 
allow  any  agents  of  the  candidates,  before  such  report  is  sent, 
to  copy  it.1 

If  the  agent  thinks  any  decision  of  the  returning  officer 
erroneous,  he  should  not  only  object  to^  the  decision  and  see 
his  obj  ection  endorsed  on  the  ballot  paper,  but  he  should  take 
a  note  of  the  objection  in  genwal  terms,  simply  avoiding 

1  Ballot  Act,  schedule  1,  part  1,  rule  36. 


taking  down  anything  which  might  lead  to  the  identification 
of  the  particular  voter — thus  "objection  No.  1  taken  by  self 
[or  Mr.  ]  vote  uncertain,  vote  rejected,"  &c.,  &c. 

This  course  is  not  only  legal  but  proper  to  be  taken,  as  it 
would  otherwise  be  all  but  impossible  to  know  how  or  upon 
what  grounds  to  frame  a  petition  where  votes  had  been  im- 
properly counted  or  rejected.1 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  counting  a  statement  should  be 
prepared  shewing  the  number  of  ballot  papers  and  how  they 
have  been  disposed  of,  so  that  any  missing  ballot  papers 
would  be  at  once  detected. 

Equality  Where  there  is  an  equality  of  votes  between  any  candidates 
and  the  addition  of  a  vote  would  entitle  any  of  them  to  be 
declared  elected,  the  returning  officer,  if  a  registered  elector 
of  the  county  or  borough,  may  give  such  additional  vote.2 
If  he  is  not  a  registered  elector  or  if  he  does  not  chose  to 
vote,  he  must  make  a  double  return. 

Except  in  the  above  case,  a  returning  officer  is  not  to  vote 
at  any  election  for  which  he  is  returning  officer.3 

Comple-         Upon    the    completion   of   the   counting,   the   returning 

oountfn  omcer  rnust  seal  up  in  separate  packets  the  counted  and 
rejected  ballot  papers,  and  must  in  the  presence  of  the  can- 
didates' agents  verify  the  ballot  paper  account  given  by  each 
presiding  officer  with  the  number  of  ballot  papers  and  the 
unused  and  spoilt  ballot  papers,  and  the  tendered  votes  list, 
and  then  re-seal  each  packet.  He  must  report  the  result  of 
such  verification  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery,  and 
allow  the  agents,  before  such  report  is  sent,  to  copy  it.4 

How  Rules  38,  39,  40,  41,  42,  and  43  of  the  Ballot  Act,5  regu- 

ie  manner  in  which  the  ballot  papers  and  other  docu- 

1  See  Ballot  Act,  sec.  4. 

2  Ballot  Act,  sec.  2,  par.  4. 

3  Ibid. 

4  Ballot  Act,  schedule  1,  part  1,  rule  37. 
6  See  Appendix. 
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ments  relating  to  the  election  are  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  ;  how  long  they  are  to  be  kept  by  him, 
and  how  they  may  be  inspected  and  produced.  jjow  re_ 

Rule  44  directs  how  the  return  of  a  member  or  members  tur?  to  ** 

maae. 

elected  shall  be  made  by  the  returning  officer,  and  rule  45 
provides  for  public  notice  being  given  of  the  names  of  the 
candidates  elected,  and  in  the  case  of  a  contested  election, 
of  the  total  number  of  votes  given  for  each  candidate  whether 
elected  or  not. 

THE  EXPENSES  OF  THE  ELECTION. 

The  necessary  expenses  of  the  election  will,  if  properly  Expenses 
incurred,  be  payable  by  the  candidate,  but  only  through  his  JJ|J  ^ 


agent   for  election  expenses,  appointed  pursuant  to  the  26  through 
Viet.  c.  29,  sec.  2. 

All  persons  who  have  bills,  charges,  or  claims  upon  any  Persons  to 
candidate  for  or  in  respect  of  the  election  must  send  them  to  Jjjjg  ^e 
the  expenses  agent  within  one  month  from  the  day  of  the  within  * 
declaration  of  the  election,  otherwise  they  cannot  recover  any 
part  thereof.1 

It  is  usual,  therefore,  to  advertise  for  all  claims  to  be  sent 
in  forthwith,  with  a  notification  that  if  not  sent  in  within  a 
month  no  claim  can  be  paid. 

The  following  form  may  be  used  :  — 

Form  28. 
_  •  _  ELECTION,  18 


BILLS,  ETC. 

NOTICE  is  HEREBY  GIVEN,  that  all  bills,  charges,  and  claims  against 
Messrs.  ,  in  respect  of  the  above  election,  must  be  sent 

in  immediately  to  the  undersigned,  who  is  their  duly  appointed  agent 
for  election  expenses. 

AND  TAKE  NOTICE,  that  no  person  having,  or  claiming  to  have,  any 
bill,  charge,  or  claim  against  any  candidate  at  the  above  election,  can 
i  26  Viet.,  c.  29,  sex.  3. 
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recover  the  same  unless  such  is  sent  in  to  the  duly  appointed  agent 
for  election  expenses  of  such  candidate  within  ONE  MONTH  from  the 
declaration  of  the  election. 

Dated  this __dayof 18 

A.  B.  of  &c. 

Circular  to      The  agent  should  also  send  a  circular  to  the  secretary  of 

dbtricT      eac^  war(^  or  district  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  election, 

secretaries,  requesting  him  to  forward  a  list  of  all  Dersons  employed  at 

the  election  in  his  ward  or  district  who  will  require  to  be 

paid  for  their  services.     This  list  should  be  made  out  on 

foolscap,  and  should  shew  the  capacity  in  which,  and  the 

number  of  days  on  which,  each  person  was  so  employed. 

CANDIDATES'    ADDRESSES. 

Candidates'  The  candidates,  whether  elected  or  not,  should  publish  a 
short  address  of  thanks  to  those  voters  who  gave  them  their 
votes  on  the  day  of  election.  It  is  also  usual  to  refer  to  the 
services  of  the  committeemen,  canvassers,  &c.,  acknowledg- 
ing their  value. 

It  is  a  graceful  act,  and  not  without  good  results  in  a 
future  election,  for  a  candidate  to  send  to  each  of  his  active 
supporters  a  neat  card,  thanking  the  latter  by  name  for  his 
exertions  in  the  cause.  This,  of  course,  is  a  matter  of  indi- 
vidual taste,  but  it  very  appropriately  closes  the  work  of  a 
Parliamentary  Election. 
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APPENDIX 


OF   THE 


PRINCIPAL  STATUTES  RELATING  TO 

PARLIAMENTARY    ELECTIONS. 


6  VICT.  CHAP.  18. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  for  the  Registration  of  Persons 
entitled  to  vote,  and  to  define  certain  Rights  of  voting, 
and  to  regulate  certain  Proceedings  in  the  Election  of 
Membws  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  England  and  Wales. 

[31st  May,  1843.] 

LXXXV.  And  for  the  more  effectual  detection  of  the  personation  of  voters  Agents 
-at  elections,  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  candidate,  at  any 


election  of   a  member,  or  members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  any  county,  ])V  candi- 
<jity,  or  borough,  previous  to  the  time  fixed  for  taking  the  poll  at  such  election,  detect  per- 


to  nominate  and  appoint  an  agent  or  agents  on  his  behalf  to  attend  at  each 
or  any  of  the  booths  appointed  for  taking  the  poll  at  such  election,  for  the  of  polling. 
purpose  of  detecting  personation  ;  and  such  candidate  shall  give  notice  in 
writing  to  the  returning  officer,  or  his  respective  deputy,  of  the  name  and 
address  of  the  person  or  persons  so  appointed  by  him  to  act  as  agents  for  such 
purpose,  and  thereupon  it  shall  be  lawful  for  every  such  agent  to  attend  during 
the  time  of  polling  at  the  booth  or  booths  for  which  he  shall  have  been  so 
appointed. 


21  &  22  VICT.  CHAP.  87. 

An  Act  to   continue  and  amend  the   Corrupt  Practices 
Prevention  Act,  1854.  [2d  August,  1858.] 

Whereas  an  Act  was  passed  in  the  Session  holden  in  the  seventeenth  and  17  and  18 
-eighteenth   years  of   Her  Majesty,  chapter  one  hundred  and  two,   "  to   con-  Vict<  c-  10 
"solidate  and    amend   the  laws  relating    to    bribery,    treating,   and  undue 
"  influence  at  elections  of  members  of  Parliament;"  and  by  an  Act  of  the 
Session  holden  in  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  years   of  Her  Majesty,  chap- 
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As  to 
travelling 
expenses  , 
of  voters. 


ter  eighty-four,  the  said  first-mentioned  Act  was  continued  until  the  tenth 
day  of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  and  thenceforth 
to  the  end  of  the  then  next  Session  of  Parliament :  And  whereas  it  is  expe- 
dient that  the  said  first-mentioned  Act  should  be  further  continued  and  amended: 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Queen's  most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this 
present  Parliament  "assembled,  and  ;by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows  : 
1.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  candidate,  or  his  agent  by  him  appointed  in 
writing  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  first-mentioned  Act  to  provide  con- 
veyance for  any  voter  for  the  purpose  of  polling  at  an  election  and  not  other- 
wise, but  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  pay  any  money  or  give  any  valuable 
consideration  to  a  voter  for  or  in  respect  of  his  travelling  expenses  for  such 
purpose. 


. 


17  and  18 
Viet.  c.  102. 


Short  title. 


No  pay- 
ment, &c., 
shall  be 
made  by  or 
on  behalf 
of  Candi- 
dates other- 
wise than 
through 
authorised 
Agents. 


26  VICT.  CHAP.  29. 

An  Act  to  amend  and  continue  the  Law  relating  to  corrupt 
Practices  at  Elections  of  Members  of  Parliament. 

[8th  June,  1863.] 

Whereas  the  "Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Act,  1854,"  as  amended  by  an 
Act  of  the  Session  hoiden  in  the  twenty -first  and  twenty-second  years  of  Her 
Majesty,  chapter  eighty-seven,  is  limited  to  continue  in  force  until  the  first  day 
of  September,  one  thousand  "eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  and  from  thence 
until  the  end  of  the  next  Session  of  Parliament ;  and  it  is  expedient  further  to 
amend  the  said  Acts  and  to  continue  the  same  in  manner  herein-after  men- 
tioned :  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Queen's  most  Excellent  Majesty,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and 
Commons,  in  this  present  Parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  as  follows : 

1.  The  expression  "the  Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Acts"  shall  include 
this  Act  and  the  said  Act  of  the  twenty-first  and  twenty- second  years  of  the 
Keign  of  Her  present  Majesty,  and  the  Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Act,  1854, 
as  amended  by  the  said  other  Acts. 

Expenses  of  Elections. 

2.  No  payment  (except  in  respect  of   the  personal  expenses  of  a  candidate), 
and  no  advance,  loan,  or  deposit,  shall  be  made  by  or  on  behalf    of  any  can- 
didate at  an  election,  before,  or  during,  or  after  such  election,  on  account  of  or 
in  respect  of   such  election,  otherwise  than  through  an  agent  or  agents  whose 
name  and  address  or  names  and  addresses  have  been  declared  in  writing  to 
the  returning  officer  on  or  before  the   day  of  nomination,    or  through  an 
agent  or  agents  to  be  appointed  in  his  or  their  place  as  herein  provided  ;  and 
any  person  making  any  such  payment,  advance,  loan,  or  deposit,  otherwise 
than  through  such  agent  or  agents,  shall  be  guilty  of   a  misdemeanor,  or  in 
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S<-<>ttf(it<(  of  an  oiTi-nre  punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  returning  officer  to  publish,  on  or  before  the  day  of  nomination, 
the  name  and  :i<  1<1  rest*  or  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  agent  or  agents 
appniiitfl  in  pursuance  of  this  section. 

In  the  event  of  the  death  or  legal  incapacity  of  any  agent  appointed  in 
pursuance  of  this  section,  the  candidate  shall  forthwith  appoint  another  agent 
in  his  place  on  giving  notice  to  the  returning  officer  of  the  name  and  address 
of  the  person  so  appointed,  which  shall  be  forthwith  published  by  the  returning 
officer. 

3-  All  persons  who  have  any  bills,  charges,  or  claims  upon  any  candidate  for  Bills,  <tc., 
or  in  respect  of   any  election  shall  send  in  such  bills,  charges,  or  claims  within 


one  month  from  the  day  of  the  declaration  of  the  election  to  such  agent  or  in<nrht<- 
agents  as  aforesaid,  otherwise  such  persons  shall  be  barred  of  their  right  to  rifhtio 


recover  such  claims  and  every  or  any  part  thereof  :  provided  always,  that  in 
case  of  the  deatli  within  the  said  month  .of  any  person  claiming  the  amount 
of  such  bill,  charge  or  claim  within  one  month  after  obtaining  Probate  of 
Letters  of  Administration,  or  confirmation  as  executor,  as  the  case  may  be,  or 
the  right  to  recover  such  claim  shall  b  3  barred  as  aforesaid  :  Provided  also, 
that  such  bills,  charges  and  claims  shall  and  may  be  sent  in  and  delivered  to 
the  candidate,  if,  and  so  long  as,  during  the  said  month,  there  shall,  owing  to 
death  or  legal  incapacity,  be  no  such  agent. 

4.  A  detailed  statement  of  all  election  expenses  incurred  by  or  on  behalf  of  As  to  publi- 
any  candidate,  including  such  excepted  payments  as  aforesaid,  shall,  within  statement 
two  months  after  the  election,  (or  in  cases  where  by  reason  of  the  death  of  of  election 
the  creditor  no  biTT  has  been  sent  in  within  such  period  of  two  months,  then 
within  one  month  after  such  Bill  has  been  sent  in,)  be  made  out  and  signed  by 
the  agent,  or,  if  there  be  more  than  one,  by  every  agent  'who  has  paid  the 
same  (including  the  candidate  in  case  of  payments  made  by  him),  and  delivered, 
with  the  Eills  and  Vouchers  relative  thereto,  to  the  Returning  Officer,  and  the 
returning  officer  for  the  time  being  shall,  at  the  expense  of  the  candidate, 
within  fourteen  days,  insert  or  cause  to  be  inserted  an  abstract  of  such 
statement,  with  the  signature  of  the  agent  thereto,  in  some  newspaper  pub- 
lished or  circulating  iu  the  county  or  place  where  the  election  was  held;  and 
any  agent  or  candidate  who  makes  default  in  delivering  to  the  returning 
officer  the  statement  required  by  this  section  shall  incur  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  five  pounds  for  every  day  during  which  he  so  imakes  default  ;  and 
any  agent  or  candidate  who  wilfully  furnishes  to  the  said  returning  officer  an 
untrue  statement  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  or  in  Scotland  of  an 
offence  punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment  ;  and  the  said  returning  officer 
shall  preserve  all  such  bills  and  vouchers,  and  during  six  months  after  they 
have  been  delivered  to  him  permit  any  voter  to  inspect  the  same,  on  payment 
of  a  fee  of  one  shilling. 
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No  elector 
who  has 


ployed  for 
.ieward 
within  six 
months  of 
an  election 
to  be  en- 
titled to 
vote. 

Payment  of 
expenses  of, 
conveying 
voters  in 
boroughs  to 
the  poll 
illegal 
except  here- 
in named. 


30  &  31  VICT.  CHAP.  102. 

An  Act  further  to  amend  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Repre- 
sentation of  the  People  in  England  and  Wales. 

[15th  August  1867.] 

11.  No  elector  who  within  six  months  before  or  during  any  election  for  any 
county  or  borough  shall  have  been  retained,  hired,  or  employed  for  all  or  any 
of  the  purposes  of  the  election  for  reward  by  or  on  behalf  of  any  candidate  at 
such  election  as  agent,  canvasser,  clerk,  messenger,  or  in  other  like  employ- 
ment, shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such  election,  and  if  he  shall  so  vote  he  shall 
be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

36.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  candidate,  or  any  one  on  his  behalf,  at  any 
election  for  any  borough  except  the  several  boroughs  of  East  Retford,  Sltoreham, 
Cricklade,  Much  Wenlock,  and  Aylesbury,  to  pay  any  money,  on  account  of  the 
conveyance  of  any  voter  to  the  poll,  either  to  the  voter  himself  or  to  any  other 
person ;  and  if  any  such  candidate,  or  any  person  on  his  behalf,  shall  pay  any 
money  on  account  of  the  conveyance  of  any  voter  to  the  poll,  such  payment 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  an  illegal  payment  within  the  meaning  of  "  The  Corrupt 
Practices  Prevention  Act,  1854." 


Short  title 
of  Act. 

Definition 
and  Juris- 
diction of 
Court. 


31  &  32  VICT.  CHAP.  125. 

An  Act  for  amending  the  Laws  relating  to  Election 
Petitions,  and  providing  more  effectually  for  the  pre- 
vention of  corrupt  practices  at  Parliamentary  Elections. 

[31st  July,  1868.] 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  election  petitions,  and 
to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  prevention  of  corrupt  practices  at  Parlia- 
mentary Elections : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this 
present  Parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows  : 

Preliminary. 

1.  This  Act  may  be  cited  for  all  purposes  as  "  The  Parliamentary  Elections 
Act,  1868." 

2.  The  expression  "  the  Court  "  shall,  for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  in  its 
application  to  England  mean  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at  Westminster,  and 
in  its  application  to  Ireland  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at  Dublin,  and  such 
court  shall,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  have  the  same  powers,  juris- 
diction, and  authority  with  reference  to  an  election  petition  and  the  proceedings 
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thereon  as  it  would  have  if  such  petition  were  an  ordinary  cau.se  within  the!  r 
jurisdiction. 

3.  The  following  terms  shall  in  this  Act  have  the  meanings  herein -after  Interpreta- 
assigned  to  them,  unless  there  is  something  in  the  context  repugnant  to  such  t€<njui 
construction  ;  (that  is  to  say,) 

"  Metroix>litan  District  "shall  mean  the  City  of  London  and  the  liljerties  "Metro- 

thereof,    and    any    parish    or  place  subject    to   the   jurisdiction   of    the  District." 

IM  ctnipolitan  Board  of  Works  : 
"  Election"  shall  mean  an  election  of   a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  "Election." 

Parliament : 
"  County ,'  shall  not  include  a  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  but  shall  "  County." 

mean  any  county,  riding,  parts,  or  division  of  a  county  returning  a  member 

or  members  to  serve  in  Parliament : 
* '  Borough  "  shall  mean  any  borough,  university,  city,  place,  or  combination  "  Borough." 

of  places,  not  being  a  county  as  herein-before  defined,  returning  a  member 

or  members  to  serve  in  Parliament : 
"Candidate"  shall  mean  any  person  elected  to  serve  in  Parliament  at  an  "Candl- 

Election,  and  any  person  who  has  been  nominated  as  or  declared  himself  date>" 

a  candidate  at  an  election  : 
"Corrupt  Practices  or     Corrupt  Practice"  shall  mean   bribery,    treating,  "Corrupt 

and  undue  influence,  or  any  of  such  offences,  as  defined  by  Act  of  Parlia-  *>ractlce8* 

ment,  or  recognized  by  the  common  law  of  Parliament. : 

"  Rules  of  Court  "  shall  mean  rules  to  be  made  as  herein-after  mentioned:      "Rules  of 
"  Prescribed  "  shall  mean  "  prescribed  by  the  Ilules  of  Court."  „  p^J 

4.  For   the  purposes  of    this  Act  "Speaker"  shall  be  deemed  to  include  Provision  as 
Deputy  Speaker ;  and  when  the  office  of  Speaker  is  vacant,  the  Clerk  of  the  to  Speaker. 
House  of  Commons,  or  any  other  officer  for  the  time  being  performing  the  duties 

of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  substituted  for 
and  to  be  included  in  the  expression  "  the  Speaker." 


Presentation  and  Sen-ice  of  Petition. 

5.  From  and  after  the  next  dissolution  of  Parliament  a  petition  complaining  To  whom 
of  an  undue  return  or  undue  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  a 


county  or  borough  may  be  presented  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at  West-  tion  petition 
minster,  if  such  county  or  borough  is  situate  in  England,  or  to  the  Court  of  seuted. 
Common  Pleas  at  Dublin,  if  such  county  or  borough  is  situate  in  Ireland,  by 
any  one  or  more  of  the  following  persons  : 

1.  Some  person  who  voted  or  who  had  a  right  to  vote  at  the  election  to  which 

the  petition  relates;  or 

2.  Some  person  claiming  to  have  had  a  right  to  be  returned  or  elected  at  such 

election  ;   or, 

3.  Some  person  alleging  himself  to  have  been  a  candidate  at  such  election  : 
And  such  petition  is  herein-after  referred  to  as  an  election  petition. 


94 

Emulations      6.  The  following  enactments  shall  be  made  with  respect  to  the  presentation 
sentation       of  .an  election  petition  under  this  Act. 

pttitiou.  !•  r^he  petition  shall  be  signed  by  the  petitioner,  or  all  the  petitioners  if 

more  than  one  : 

2.  The  petition  shall  be  presented  within  twenty-one  days  after  the  return 

has  been  made  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery  in  England,  or  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  and  Hanaper  in  Ireland,  as  the  case  may  be,  of 
the  member  to  whose  election  the  petition  relates,  unless  it  question  the 
return  or  election  upon  an  allegation  of  corrupt  practices,  and  specifically 
alleges  a  payment  of  money  or  other  reward  to  have  been  made  by  any 
member,  or  on  his  account  or  with  his  privity,  since  the  time  of  such 
return,  in  pursuance  or  in  furtherance  of  such  corrupt  practices,  in  which 
case  the  petition  may  be  presented  at  any  time  within  twenty-eight  days 
after  the  date  of  such  payment  : 

3.  Presentation  of  a  petition  shall  be  made  by  delivering  it  to  the  prescribed 

officer  or  otherwise  dealing  with  the  same  in  manner  prescribed  : 

4.  At  the  time  of  the  presentation  of  the  petition,  or  within  three  days  after- 

wards, security  for  the  payment  of  all  costs,  charges,  and  expenses  that 
may  become  payable  by  the  petitioner  — 

(a)  to  any  person  summoned  as  a  witness  on  his  behalf,  or, 

(b)  to  the  member  whose  election  or  'return  is  complained  of  (who  is 
herein-after  referred  to  as  the  respondent), 

shall  be  given  on  behalf  of  the  petitioner  : 

5.  The  security  shall  be  to  an  amount  of  one  thousand  pounds  :  it  shall  be 

given  either  by  recognizance  to  be  entered  into  by  any  number  of  sureties 
not  exceeding  four,  or  by  a  deposit  of  money^in  manner  prescribed,  or 
partly  in  one  way  and  partly  in  the  other. 

Copy  of  7.  On  presentation   of  the  petition  the  prescribed  officer  shall  send  a  copy 

afterpresen-  thereof  to  the  returning  officer  of  the  county  or  borough  to  which  the  petition 
relates'  who  sha11  forthwitl1  publish  the  same  in  the  county  or  borough  as  the 


returning       case  may  be. 
officer. 

Recogni-  8.  Notice  of  the  presentation  of  a  petition  under  this  Act,  and  of  the  nature 

be^'ected    °^   ^ie  ProPosed    security,  accompanied  with  a  copy  of   the  petition,  shall, 
to.  within  the  prescribed  time,  not  exceeding  five  days  after  the  presentation  of 

the  petition,  be  served  by  the  petitioner  on  the  respondent  ;  and  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the!  respondent,  where  the  security  is  given  wholly  or  partially  by 
recognizance,  within  a  further  prescribed  time,  not  exceeding  five  days  from 
the  date  of  the  service  on  him  of  the  notice,  to  object  in  writing  to  such  recog- 
nizance, on  the  ground  that  the  sureties,  or  any  of  them  are  insufficient,  or 
that  a  surety  is  dead,  or  that  he  cannot  be  found  or  ascertained  from  the  want 
of  a  sufficient  description  in  the  recognizance,  or  that  a  person  named  in  the 
recognizance  has  not  duly  acknowledged  the  same. 

Detemiina-        9-  Any  objection  made  to  tlie  security  given  shall  be  heard  and  decided  on 
tionof  Ob-    jn  the  i  rescribed  manner.     If  an  objection  to  the  security  is  allowed  it  shall 
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be  lawful  for  the  petitioner,  within  a  further  prescribed  time,  not  exceeding  five  Recognl- 
days,  to  remove  such  objection,  by  a  deposit  in  the  prescribed  manner  of  such 
aum  of  money  as  may  be  deemed  by  the  court  or  officer  having  cognizance  of 
the  matter  to  make  the  security  sufficient. 

If  on  objection  made  the  security  is  decided  to  be  insufficient,  and  such 
objection  is  not  removed  in  manner  herein-before  mentioned,  no  further  pro  - 
ceedings  shall  be  had  on  the  petition  ;  otherwise,  on  the  expiration  of  the  time 
limited  for  making  objections,  or,  after  objection  made,  on  the  sufficiency  of 
the  security  being  established,  the  petition  shall  be  deemed  to  be  at  issue. 

10.  The  prescribed  officer  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  make  out  a  List  of  a  11  Jj^naaf6" 
petitions  under  this  Act  presented  to  the  court  of  which  he  is  such  officer,  and   iwue  to  be 
which  are  at  issue,  placing  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  presented,  and 

shall  keep  at  his  office  a  copy  of  such  list,  herein-after  referred  to  as  the  election 
list,  open  to  the  inspection  in  the  prescribed  manner  of  any  person  making 
application. 

Such  petitions,  as  far  as  conveniently  may  be,  shall  be  tried  in  the  order  in 
which  they  stand  in  such  list. 

Trial   of  a   Petition. 

11.  The  following  Enactments  shall  be  made  with  respect  to  the  trial  of  {Jgje0ftleo 
election  petitions  under  this  Act :  tion  peti- 

tious. 

1.  The  trial  of   every  election  petition  shall  be  conducted  before  a  Puisne 

Judge  of  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Superior  Courts  of  Common  Law  at 
Westminster  or  Dublin,  according  as  the  same  shall  have  been  presented 
to  the  court  at  Westminster  or  Dublin,  to  be  selected  from  a  rota  to  b  e 
formed  as  herein-after  mentioned. 

2.  The  members  of  each  of  the  Courts  of  Queen's  Bench,  Common  Pieis,  and 

Exchequer  in  England  and  Ireland  shall  respectively  on  or  before  the 
third  day  of  Michaelmas  term  in  every  year,  select,  by  a  majority  of 
votes,  one  of  the  Puisne  Judges  of  such  court,  not  being  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  to  be  placed  on  the  rota  for  the  trial  of  election  petitions 
during  the  ensuing  year. 

3.  If  in  any  case  the  members  of  the  said  court  are  equally  divided  in  their 

choice  of  a  Puisne  Judge  to  be  placed  on  the  rota,  the  Chief  Justice  of 
such  court  (including  under  that  expression  the  Chief  Baron  of  the  Ex- 
chequer) shall  have  a  second  or  casting  vote. 

4.  Any  Judge  placed  on  the  rota  shall  be  re-eligible  in  the  succeeding  or  any 

subsequent  year. 

5.  In  the  event  of  the  death  or  the  illness  of  any  Judge  for  the  time  being  on 

the  rota,  or  his  inability  to  act  for  any  reasonable  cause,  the  court  to  which 
he  belongs  shall  fill  up  the  vacancy  by  placing  on  the  rota  another  Puisne 
Judge  of  the  same  court. 

6.  The  Judges  for  the  time  being  on  the  rota  shall,  according  to  their 

seniority,  respectively  try  the  election  petitions  standing  for  trial  under 
this  Act,  unless  they  otherwise  agree  among  themselves,  in  which  case 
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the  trial  of  each  election  petition  shall  be  taken  in  manner  provided  by 
such  Agreement. 

7.  Where  it  appears  to  the  Judges  on  the  rota,  after  due  consideration  of  the 

list  of  petitions  under  this  Act  for  the  time  being  at  issue,  that  the  trial 
of  such  election  petitions  will  be  inconveniently  delayed  unless  an  addi- 
tional Judge  or  Judges  be  appointed  to  assist  the  Judges  on  the  rota, 
each  of  the  said  courts  (that  is  to  say),  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  and  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  in  the  order  named, 
shall,  on  arid  according  to  the  requisition  of  such  Judges  on  the  rota, 
select,  in  manner  herein-before  provided,  one  of  the  Puisne  Judges  of  the 
court  to  try  election  petitions  for  the  ensuing  year  ;  and  any  Judge  so 
selected  shall,  during  that  year,  be  deemed  to  be  on  the  rota  for  the  trial 
of  election  petitions. 

8.  Her  Majesty  may,  in  manner  heretofore  in  use,  appoint  an  additional 

Puisne  Judge  to  each  of  the  Courts  of  Queen's  Bench,  the  Common  Pleas, 
and  the  Exchequer  in  England. 

9.  Every  election  petition  shall,  except  where  it  raises  a  question  of  Law 

for  the  determination  of  the  Court,  as  herein-after  mentioned,  be  tried 
by  one  of  the  Judges  herein-before  in  that  behalf  mentioned,  herein-after 
referred  to  as  the  Judge  sitting  in  open  court  without  a  Jury. 

10.  Notice  of  the  time  and  place  at  which  an  election  petition  will  be  tried 
shall  be  given,  not  less  than  fourteen  days  before  the  day  on  which  the 
trial  is  held,  in  the  prescribed  manner. 

11.  The  trial  of  an  election  petition  in  the  case  of  a  petition  relating  to  a 
borough  election  shall  take  place  in  the  borough,  and  in  the   case  of  a 
petition  relating  to  a  county  election  in  the  county  :  provided  always, 
that  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  court  that  special  circumstances  exist  which 
render  it  desirable  that  the  petition  should  be  tried  elsewhere  than  in  the 
borough  or  county,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  to  appoint  such  other 
place  for  the  trial  as  shall  appear  most  convenient :  provided  also,  that 
in  the  case  of  a  petition  relating  to  any  of  the  boroughs   within  the 
Metropolitan  District,  the  petition  may  be  heard  at  such  place  within  the 
district  as  the  court  may  appoint. 

12.  The  Judge  presiding  at  the  trial  may  adjourn  the  same  from  time  to 
time   and  from  any  one   place  to  any  other  place  within  the  county  or 
borough,  as  to  him  may  seem  expedient. 

13.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  trial  the  Judge  who  tried  the  petition  shall 

determine  whether  the  member  whose  return  or  election  is  complained 
of,  or  any  and  what  other  person,  was  duly  returned  or  elected,  or 
whether  the  election  was  void,  and  shall  forthwith  certify  in  writing 
such  determination  to  the  Speaker,  and  upon  such  certificate  being  given 
such  determination  shall  be  final  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

14.  Where  any  charge  is  made  in  an  election  petition  of  any  corrupt  practice 
having  been  committed  at  the  election  to  which  the  petition  refers,  the 
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Judge  shall,  in  addition  to  Buch  certificate,  and  at  the  same  time,  report 
in  writing  to  the Speaker  aw  follows: 

(a)  Whether  any  corrupt  practice  ban  or  has  not  been  prov.-.l  t>>  have 
been  committed  by  or  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  any  candi- 
date at  such  election,  and  the  nature  ot  such  corrupt  practice  : 

(fj)  The  names  of  all  persons  (if  any)  who  have  been  proved  at  the 
trial  to  have  been  guilty  of  any  corrupt  practice  : 

('•)  Whether  corrupt  practices  have,  or  whether  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  corrupt  practices  have,  extensively  prevailed  at  the 
election  to  which  the  petition  relates. 

15.  The  Judge  may  at  the  same  time  make  a  special  report  to  the  Speaker  as 
to  any  matters  arising  in  the  course  of  the  trial  an  account  of  which  in 
his  judgment  ought  to  be  submitted  to  the  House  of  Commons. 

16.  Where,  upon  the  application  of  any  party  to  a  petition  made  in  the  pre- 
scribed manner  to  the  court  it  appears  to  the  court  that  the  case  raised 
by  the  petition  can  be  conveniently  stated  as  a  special  case,  the  court  may 
direct  the  same  to  be  stated  accordingly,  and  any  such  special  case  shall, 
as  far  as  may  be,  be  heard  before  the  court,  and  the  decision  of  the  court 
shall  be  final  ;  and  the  court  shall  certify  to  the  Speaker  its  determination 
in  reference  to  such  special  case. 

12.  Provided  always,  that  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  Judge  on  the  trial  of  the 

said  petition  that  any  question  or  questions  of  law  as  to  the  admissibility  of  Court  re- 
evidence  or  otherwise  require  further  consideration  by  the  Court  of  Common  JJ^JJ1"8 
Pleas,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Judge  to  postpone  the  granting  of 
the  said  certificate  until  the  determination  of  such  question  or  questions  by  the 
court,  and  for  this  purpose  to  reserve  any  such  question  or  questions  in  like 
manner  as  questions  are  usually  reserved  by  a  Judge  on  a  trial  at  Nisi  Prius. 

13.  The  House  of  Commons,  on  being  informed  by  the  Speaker  of  such  certi-  House  of 
ficate  and  report  or  reports,  if  any,  shall  order  the  same  to  be  entered  in  their  carry'ouV 
journal?,  and  shall  give  the  necessary  directions  for  confirming   or  altering  the  report, 
return,  or  for  issuing  a  writ  for  a  new  election,  or  for  carrying  the  determination 

into  execution,  as  circumstances  may  require. 

14.  Where  the  Judge  makes  a  special  report  the  House  of  Commons  may  House  of 
make  such  order  in  respect  of  such  special  report  as  they  think  proper.  may  make 

order  on 
1">.  If  the  Judge  states  in  his  report  on  the  trial  of  an  election  petition  under  special 

this  Act  that  corrupt  practices  have,  or  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  re 
corrupt  practices  have,  extensively  prevailed  in  any  county  or  borough  at  the 
election  to  which  -the  petition  relates,  such  statement  shall  for  all  the  purposes 
of  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  Years  of  the  Reign  of 
Her  present  Majesty,  Chapter  Fifty-seven,  intituled  an  Act  to  provide  for  more 
effect  IK  i  F  iniftiirii  into  tJie  r.nVcmr'o/  corrupt  practices  at  elections  of  members  to  serve 
Parliament,  have  the  same  effect  and  may  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  it  were  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  appointed  to 
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try  an  election  petition,  and  the  'expenses  of  any  commission  of  inquiiy  which 
may  be  issued  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act  shall  be 
defrayed  as  if  they  were  expenses  incurred  in  the  registration  of  voters  for  such 
county  or  borough. 

Report  of          1(5.  The  report  of  the  Judge  in  respect  of  persons  guilty  of  corrupt  practices 

valeut  to       shall  for  the  purpose  of  the  prosecution  of  such  persons  in  pursuance  of  section 

Efection        lime  °^  ^ie  ac*  °^  *ne  Twenty-sixth  Year  of  the  reign  of  her  present  Majesty, 

Committee.  Chapter  Twenty-nine,  have  the  same  effect  as  the  report  of  the  election  com- 

mittee therein  mentioned  that  certain  persons  have  been  guilty  of   bribery  and 

treating. 

Evidence  of  17-  On  the  trial  of   an  election  petition  under  this  Act,  unless  the  Judge 

corrupt  otherwise  directs,  any  charge  of  a  corrupt  practice  may  be  gone  into  and  evi- 

how  dencein  relation  thereto  received  before  any  proof  has  been  given  of  agency  on 

the  part  of  any  candidate  in  respect  of  such  corrupt  practice. 

Acceptance  18.  The  trial  of  an  election  petition  under  this  Act  shall  be  proceeded  with 

to  storf  notwithstanding  the  acceptance  by  the  respondent  of  an  office  of  profit  under 

petition.  the  crown. 

Prorogation      19-  The  trial  of  an  election  petition  under  this  Act  shall  be  proceeded  with 

of  Parlia-      notwithstanding  the  prorogation  of  Parliament. 
merit. 

Proceedings. 

Form  of  20.  An  election  petition  under  this  Act  shall  be  in  such  form  and  state  such 

Petition.       matters  as  may  be  prescribed. 

Service  of         21.  An  election  petition  under  this  Act  shall  be  served  as  nearly  as  may 
Petition.       be  in  the  manner  in  which  a  writ  or  summons  is  served,  or  in  such  other 
manner  as  may  be  prescribed. 

Joint  Re-          22.  Two  or  more  candidates  may  be  made  respondents  to  the  same  petition, 
spondents     ail(j  their  case  may  for  the  sake  of  convenience  be  tried  at  the  same  time,  but 

for  all  the  purposes  of  this  Act  such  petition  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  separate 

petition  against  each  respondent. 

Provision  in      23.  Where,  under  this  Act,  more  petitions  than  one  are  presented  relating  to 

Ciorethanie  *^e  same  Section  or    return,  all  such  petitions  shall  in  the  election  list  be 

One  Petition  bracketed  together,  and  shall  be  dealt  with  as  one  petition,  but  such  petitions 

'  shall  stand  in  the  election  list  in  the  place  where  the  last  of  such  petitions 

would  have  stood  if  it  had  been  the  only  petition  presented,  unless  the  court 

shall  otherwise  direct. 

Shorthand        24.  On  the  trial  of  an  election  petition  under  this  Act  the  Shorthand  Writer 
to      of  the  House  of  Commons  or  his  Deputy  shall  attend  and  shall  be  sworn  by  the 


of  E  ection  Judge  faithfully  and  truly  to  take  down  the  evidence  given  at  the  trial,  and 
from  time  to  time  as  occasion  requires  to  write  or  cause  the  same  to  be  written 
in  words  at  length  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Shorthand  writer  to  take 
down  such  evidence,  and  from  time  to  time  to  write  or  cause  the  same  to  be 
written  at  length,  and  a  copy  of  such  evidence  shall  accompany  the  certificate 
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made  by  the  Judge  to  the  Speaker  ;  and  the  expenses  of  the  Shorthand  Write 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  part  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  receiving  the  Judge. 

Juriitdictiun    and  Rules   of   Cunrt. 

25.  The  Judges  for  the  time  being  on  the  rota  for  the  trial  of  election  petitions  JjJ.e8£°  *• 
in  J-.'ii'i/dnd  and  Inland  may  respectively  from  time  to  time  make,  and  may  Court. 


fn>m  time  to  time  revoke  and  alter,  General  llules  and  Orders  (in  this  Act  re- 
ferred to  as  the  Kules  of  Court),  for  the  effectual  execution  of  this  Act,  and  of 
the  intention  and  object  thereof,  and  the  regulation  of  the  practice,  procedure, 
and  copts  of  election  petitions,  and  the  trial  thereof,  and  the  certifying  and 
iL'poi  ting  thereon. 

Any  General  llules  and  Orders  made  as  aforesaid  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
within  the  powers  conferred  by  this  Act,  and  shall  be  of  the  same  force  as  if 
they  were  enacted  in  the  body  of  this  Act. 

Any  General  llules  and  Orders  made  in  pursuance  of  this  section  shall  be 
laid  before  Parliament  within  three  weeks  after  they  are  made,  if  Parliament 
be  then  sitting,  and  if  Parliament  be  not  then  sitting,  within  three  weeks  after 
the  beginning  of  the  then  next  Session  of  Parliament. 

2G.  Until  rules  of  court  have  been  made  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  and  so  far  Practice  of 
as  such  rules  do  not  extend,  the  principles,  practice,  and  rules  on  which  Com-  Comnums  to 
mittees  of  the  House  of  Commons  have  heretofore  acted  in  dealing  with  election  be  observed. 
petitions  shall  be  observed  so  far  as  may  be  by  the  Court  and  Judge  in  the  case 
of  election  petitions  under  this  Act. 

27.  The  duties  to  be  performed  by  the  prescribed  officer  under  this  Act  shall  Perform- 
be  performed  by  such  one  or  more  of  the  Masters  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  duties  by 
at  Westminster  as  may  be  determined  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  said  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  and  by  the  Master  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at  Dublin, 

and  there  shall  be  awarded  to  such  Masters  respectively,  in  addition  to  their 
existing  salaries,  such  remuneration  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  imposed 
on  them  in  pursuance  of  this  Act  as  the  Chief  Justices  of  the  said  Courts  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  at  Westminster  and  Dublin  may  respectively,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  determine. 

Reception,   Expenses,  and  Jurisdiction,  of  Judge. 

28.  The  Judge  shall  be  received  at  the  place  where  he  is  about  to  try  an  Reception 
election  petition  under  this  Act  with  the  same  state,  so  far  as  circumstances  of  *•"!*• 
admit,  as  a  Judge  of  Assize  is  received  at  an  Assize  Town  ;  he  shall  be  received 

by  the  Sheriff  in  the  case  of  a  petition  relating  to  a  county  election,  and  in  any 
other  case  by  the  Mayor,  in  the  case  of  a  borough  having  a  Mayor,  and  in  the 
case  of  a  borough  not  having  a  Mayor  by  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  in  which 
the  borough  is  situate,  or  by  some  person  named  by  such  Sheriff. 

The  travelling  and  other  expenses  of  the  Judge,  and  all  expenses  properly 
incurred  by  the  Sheriff  or  by  such  Mayor  or  person  named  as  aforesaid  in  re- 
ceiving the  Judge  and  providing  bin  with  necessary  accommodation  and  with 
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a  proper  court,  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  out  of 
money  to  be  provided  by  Parliament. 

P>WM-  of  29.  On  the  trial  of  an  election  petition  under  this  Act  the  Judge  shall,  sub- 

ject to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  have  the  same  powers,  jurisdiction,  and  autho- 
rity as  a  judge  of  one  of  the  Superior  Courts,  and  as  a  Judge  of  Assize  and 
Nisi  Prius,  and  the  court  held  by  him  shall  be  a  court  of  record. 

Attendance  30.  The  Judge  shall  be  attended  on  the  trial  of  an  election  petition  under 
on  Judge.  ^jg  ^cj.  jn  ^  same  manner  as  jf  ne  Were  a  Judge  sitting  at  Nisi  Prius,  and  the 

expenses   of  such  attendance  shall  be  deemed  to  be  part  of    the  expenses  of 

providing  a  court. 

Witnesses. 

Summons  of  31.  Witnesses  shall  be  subpoenaed  and  sworn  in  the  same  manner  as  nearly 
as  circumstances  admit  as  in  a  trial  at  Nisi  Prius,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the 
same  penalties  for  perjury. 

Judge  may         32.  On  the  trial  of  an  election  under  this  Act  the  Judge  may,  by  order  under 

anTexamiue  nis  hand,  compel  the  attendance  of  any  person  as  a  witness  who  appears  to  him 

witnesses.      to  have  been  concerned  in  the  election  to  which  the  petition  refers,  and  any 

person  refusing  to  obey  such  order  shall  be  guilty  of  contempt  of  court.     The 

Judge  may  examine  any  witness  so  compelled  to  attend  or  any  person  in  court 

although  such  witness  is  not  called  and  examined  by  any  party  to  the  petition. 

After  the  examination  of  a  witness  as  aforesaid  by  a  Judge  such  witness  may  be 

cross-examined  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  petitioner  and  respondent  or    either  of 

them. 

Indemnity  33.  The  provisions  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the 
to  witnesses.  Twenty-sixth  and  Twenty-seventh  years  of  the  reign  of  her  present  Majesty, 
Chapter  Twenty-nine,  relating  to  the  examination  and  indemnity  of  witnesses, 
shall  apply  to  any  witness  appearing  before  a  Judge  on  the  trial  of  an  election 
petition  under  this  Act,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  case  of  a  trial  before  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  before  the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  the 
certificate  shall  be  given  under  the  hand  of  the  Judge. 

Expenses  of  34-  The  reasonable  expenses  incurred  by  any  person  in  appearing  to  give  evi- 
witnesses.  <jence  at  the  trial  of  an  election  petition  under  this  Act,  according  to  the  scale 
allowed  to  witnesses  on  the  trial  of  civil  actions  at  the  Assizes,  may  be  allowed 
to  such  person  by  a  certificate  under  the  hand  of  the  Judge  or  of  the  prescribed 
officer,  and  such  expenses  if  the  witness  was  called  and  examined  by  the  Judge 
shall  be  deemed  part  of  ths  expenses  of  providing  a  court,  and  in  other  cases 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  costs  of  the  petition. 

WitJidrawal  and  Abatement    of  Election  Petitions. 

Withdrawal  35.  An  electition  under  this  Act  shall  not  be  withdrawn  without  the  leave  of 
aud^ubsti-  *ne  Court  or  Judge  upon  special  application,  to  be  made  in  and  at  the  prc- 
tution  of  scribed  manner,  time,  and  place. 

tioners.  No  such  application  shall  be  made  for  the  withdrawal  of  a  petition  until  the 

prescribed  notice  has  been  given  in  the  county  or  borough  to  which  the  petition 
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relates  of  the  intention  of  the  petitioner  to  make  an  application  for  the  with- 
drawal of  his  jit-tition. 

( )n  th.-  h.-aiin-  of  th"  application  for  withdrawal  any  person  who  might  have 
been  a  petitioner  in  respect  of  the  election  to  which  the  petition  relates  may 
apply  to  the  Court  or  Judge  to  be  substituted  as  a  petitioner  for  the  petitioner 
so  desirous  of  withdrawing  the  petition. 

The  Court  or  Judg«  mav,  if  it  or  he  think  fit,  substitute  as  a  petitioner  any 
such  applicant  as  aforesaid  ;  and  may  further,  if  the  proposed  withdrawal  in  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Court  or  Judtre  induced  by  any  corrupt  bargain  or  considera- 
tion, by  order  direct  that  the  security  given  on  behalf  of  the  original  petitioner 
shall  remain  as  security  for  any  costs  that  may  be  incurred  by  the  substituted 
petitioner,  and  that  to  the  extent  of  the  sum  named  in  such  security  the  original 
petitioner  shall  be  liable  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  substituted  petitioner. 

If  no  such  order  is  made  with  respect  to  the  security  given  on  behalf  of  the 
original  petitioner,  security  to  the  same  amount  as  would  be  required  in  the  case 
of  a  new  petition,  and  subject  to  the  like  conditions,  shall  be  given  on  behalf  of 
the  substituted  petitioner  before  he  proceeds  with  his  petition,  and  within  the 
prescribed  time  after  the  order  of  substitution. 

Subject  as  aforesaid  a  substituted  petitioner  shall  stand  in  the  same  petition 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  liabilities  as  the  original 
petitioner. 

If  a  petition  is  withdrawn,  the  petitioner  shall  be  liable  to  pay  the  costs  of 
the  respondent. 

Where  there  are  more  petitioners  than  one,  no  application  to  withdraw  a 
petition  shall  be  made  except  with  the  consent  of  all  the  petitioners. 

36.  In  every  case  of  the  withdrawal  of  an  election  petition  under  this  Act  Court  to 
the  Court  or  Judge  shall  report  to  the  Speaker  whether  in  its  or  his  opinion  the  the°Speaker 
withdrawal  of  such  petition  was  the  result  of  any  corrupt  arrangement  or  in  circumstan- 
consideration  of  the  withdrawal  of  any  other  petition,  and  if  so  the  circumstances  drawal. 
attending  the  withdrawal. 

37.  An  election  petition  under  this  Act  shall  be  abated  by  the  death  of  a  sole  Abatement 
petitioner  or  of  the  survivor  of  several  petitioners. 

The  abatement  of  a  petition  shall  not  affect  the  liability  of  the  petitioner  to 
the  payment  of  costs  previously  incurred. 

On  the  abatement  of  a  petition  the  prescribed  notice  of  such  abatement  having 
taken  place  shall  be  given  in  the  county  or  borough  to  which  the  petition  re- 
lates, and  within  the  prescribed  time  after  the  notice  is  given,  any  person  who 
might  have  been  a  petitioner  in  respect  of  the  election  to  which  the  petition  re- 
lates may  apply  to  the  Court  or  Judge,  in  and  at  the  prescribed  manner,  time, 
and  place,  to  be  substituted  as  a  petitioner. 

The  Court  or  Judge  may,  if  it  or  he  think  fit,  substitute  as  a  petitioner  any 
such  applicant  who  is  desirous  of  being  substituted  and  on  whose  behalf  security 
to  the  same  amount  is  given  as  is  required  in  the  case  of  a  new  petition. 

38.  If  before  the  trial  of    any  election  petition  under  this  Act  any  of  the  Admission 
following  events  happen  in  the  case  of  the  respondent ;  (that  is  to  say,)  cases  of 
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toterstobe  (1.)  If  he  dies : 

respondents          ^  If  he  Js  sumraonea  to  Parliament  as  a  Peer  of  Great  Britain  by  a  Writ 

issued  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain  : 

(3.)  If  the  House  of  Commons  have  resolved  that  his  seat  is  vacant : 
(4.)  If  he  gives  in  and  at  the  prescribed  manner  and  time  notice  to  the 

Court  that  he  does  not  intend  to  oppose  the  petition  : 

Notice  of  such  event  having  taken  place  shall  be  given  in  the  county  or  borough 
to  which  the  petition  relates,  and  within  the  prescribed  time  after  the  notice 
is  given  any  person  who  might  have  been  a  petitioner  in  respect  of  the  election 
to  which  the  petition  relates  may  apply  to  the  Court  or  Judge  to  be  admitted  as 
a  respondent  to  oppose  the  petition,  and  such  person  shall  on  such  application 
be  admitted  accordingly,  either  with  the  respondent,  if  there  be  a  respondent, 
or  in  place  of  the  respondent ;  and  any  number  of  persons  not  exceeding  three 
may  be  so  admitted. 

Respondent      39.  A  respondent  who  has  given  the  prescribed  notice  that  he  does  not  intend 

not0toPap-n8  t°  °PP°se  the  petition  shall  not  be  allowed  to  appear  or  act  as  a  party  against 

pearasparty  Buch  petition  in  any  proceedings  thereon,  and  shall  not  sit  or  vote  in  the  House 

of  Commons  until  the  House  of  Commons  has  been  informed  of  the  report  on 

the  petition,  and  the  Court  or  Judge  shall  in  all  cases  in  which  such  notice  has 

been  given  in  the  prescribed  time  and  manner  report  the  same  to  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Provisions        40.  Where  an  election  petition  under  this  Act  complains  of  a  double  return 
douWefre-     an(^  ^e  respondent  nas  given  notice  to  the  prescribed  officer  that  it  is  not  his 
turn  where    intention  to  oppose  the  petition,  and  no  party  has  been  admitted  in  pursuance 
complained  of  this  Act  to  defend  such  return,  then  the  petitioner  if  there  be  no  petition 
to  defend83     complaining  of  the  other  member  returned  on  such  double  return,  may  with- 
his  return,     draw   his  petition  by  notice  addresed  to  the  prescribed  officer,  and  upon  the 
receipt  of  such  notice  the  prescribed  officer  shall  report  the  fact  of  the  with- 
drawal of  such  petition  to  the  Speaker,  and  the  House  of  Commons  shall  there- 
upon give  the  necessary   directions  for  amending  the  said  double  return  by 
taking  off  the  file  the  indenture  by  which  the  respondent  so  declining  to  oppose 
the  petition  was  returned,  or  otherwise  as  the  case  may  require. 

Costs. 

General  41.  All  costs,  charges,  and  expenses  of  and  incidental  to  the  presentation  of 

petition.  a  petition  under  this  Act,  and  to  the  proceedings  consequent  thereon,  with  the 
exception  of  such  costs,  charges  and  expenses  as  are  by  this  Act  otherwise  pro- 
vided for,  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  parties  to  the  petition  in  such  manner  and  in 
such  proportions  as  the  Court  or  Judge  may  determine,  regard  being  had  to  the 
disallowance  of  any  costs,  charges,  or  expenses  which  may,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Court  or  Judge,  have  been  caused  by  vexatious  conduct,  unfounded  allega- 
tions, or  unfounded  objections  on  the  part  either  of  the  petitioner  or  the 
respondent,  and  regard  being  had  to  the  discouragement  of  any  needless  ex- 
pense by  throwing  the  burden  of  defraying  tha  same  on  the  parties  by  whom 
it  has  been  caused,  whether  such  parties  are  or  not  on  the  whole  successful. 

The  costs  may  be  taxed  in  the  prescribed  manner  but  according  to  the  same 
principles  as  costs  between  attorney  and  client  are  taxed  in  a  suit  in  the  High 
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Court  of  Chancery,  and  nuch  costs  may  be  recovered  in  the  same  manner  aa 
the  costs  of  an  action  at  law,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  may  be  prescribed. 

42.  If  any  petitioner  in  an  election  jKjtitioti  presented  under  this  Act  neglect  Recognl- 
or  refuse  for  the  space  of  six  months  after  demand  to  pay  to  any  person  sum-  "l^f'J^ 
moned  as  a  witness  on  his  behalf,  or  to  the  respondent  any  sum  certified  to  be  treated,  &C. 
due  to  him  for  his  costs,  charges,  and  expenses,  and  if  such  neglect  or  refusal 

be,  within  one  year  after  such  demand,  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court 
of  elections,  in  every  such  case  every  person  who  has  entered  into  a  recognizance 
relating  to  such  petition  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  be  held  to  have 
made  default  in  his  said  recognizance,  and  the  prescribed  officer  shall  there- 
upon certify  such  recognizance  to  be  forfeited,  and  the  same  shall  be  dealt  with 
in  England  in  manner  provided  by  the  Act  of  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  Gcorf/e  the  Fourth,  chapter  forty-feix,  and  in  Ireland  in  manner  provided 
by  "  The  Fines  Act  (Ireland),  1851. " 

Punishment  of  corrupt  Practices. 

43.  Where  it  is  found,  by  the  report  of  the  Judge  upon  an  election  petition  punjghment 

under  this  Act,  that  bribery  has  been  committed  by  or  with  the  knowledge  and  of  candidate 

fniilty  of 
consent  of  any  candidate  at  an  election,  such  candidate  shall  be  deemed  to  bribery. 

have  been  personally  guilty  of  bribery  at  such  election.,  and  his  election,  if  he 
has  been  elected,  shall  be  void,  and  he  shall  be  incapable  of  being  elected  to  and 
of  sitting  in  the  House  of  Commons  during  the  seven  years  next  after  the  date 
of  his  being  found  guilty  ;  and  he  shall  further  be  incapable  during  the  said 
period  of  seven  years — 

(1.)  Of  being    registered  as  a  voter  and  voting  at  any  election  in  the 

United  Kingdom :  and 

(2.)  Of  holding  any  office  under  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the  fifth  and  sixth 
years  of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty  King  William  the  Fourth,  chapter 
seventy  six,  or  of  the  session  of  the  third  and  fourth  years  of  the  reign 
of  her  present  Majesty,  chapter  one  hundred  and  eight,  or  any  muni- 
cipal office ;  and 

(3.)  Of  holding  any  judicial  office,  and  of  being  appointed  and  of  acting  as 
a  justice  of  the  peace. 

44-  If  on  the  trial  of  any  election  petition  under  this  Act  any  candidate  is  penaity  for 
proved  to  have  personally  engaged  at  the  election  to  which  such  petition  relates  employing 
as  a  canvasser   or  agent  for  the  management  of    the  election,   any  person  agent, 
knowing  that  such  person  has  within  seven  years  previous  to  such  engagement 
been  found  guilty  of  any  corrupt  practice  by  any  competent  legal  tribunal,  or 
been  reported  guilty  of  any  corrupt  practice  by  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  or  by  the  report  of  the  Judge  upon  an  election  petition  under  thia 
Act,  or  by  the  report  of  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  the 
session  of  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  years  of  the  reign  of  her  present  Majesty, 
chapter  fifty-seven,  the  election  of  such  candidate  shall  be  void. 

45.  Any  person,  other  than  a  candidate,  found  guilty  of  bribery  in  any  pro-  Disqualifl- 
ceeding  in  which  after  notice  of  the  charge  he  has  had  an  opportunity  of  being  cation  °* 
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found  guilty  heard,  shall,  during  the  seven  years  next  after  the  time  at  which  he  is  so  found 
of  bribery.    gUiitVj  ^3  incapable  of  being  elected  to  and  sitting  in  Parliament;  and  also  be 
incapable  — 

(1.)  Of  being  registered  as  a  voter  and   voting  at  any  election  in  the 

United  Kingdom  ;  and 

(2.)  Of  holding  any  office  under  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the  fifth  and 
sixth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty  King  William  the  Fourth,  chap- 
ter seventy-six,  or  of  the  session  of  the  third  and  fourth  years  of  the 
reign  of  her  present  Majesty,  chapter  one  hundred  and  eight,  or  any 
municipal  office  ;  and 
(3.)  Of  holding  any  judicial  office,  and  of  being  appointed  and  of  acting  as 

a  justice  of  the  peace. 

Amendment      46.  For  the  purpose  of  disqualifying,  in  pursuance  of  the  thirty-sixth  section 
relating^     of  "  The  Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Act,  1854,"  a  member  guilty  of  corrupt 
thedisquali-  practices,  other  than  personal  bribery  within  the  forty-third  section  of  this  Act, 
candidates     the  report  of  the  Judge  on  the  trial  of  an  election  petition  shall  be  deemed  to 
ke  substituted  for  the  declaration  of  an  election  committee,  and  the  said  sec- 
tion shall  be  construed  as  if  the  words  "  reported  by  a  Judge  on  the  trial  of  an 
'  '  election  petition  "  were  inserted  therein  in  the  place  of  the  words  "  declared 
by  an  election  committee." 

Removal  of       47-  If  at  any  time  after  any  person  has  become  disqualified  by  virtue  of  this 
~  •A-ct'  the  witnesses>  or  anY  of  them,  on  whose  testimony  such  person  shall  have 


proof  that  so  become  disqualified,  shall,  upon  the  prosecution  of  such  person,  be  convicted 
tion  was  °f  perjury  in  respect  of  such  testimony,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  person  to 
procured  by  move  the  court  to  order,  and  the  court  shall,  upon  being  satisfied  that  such  dis- 

qualification was  procured  by  reason  of  perjury,  order,  that  such  disqualification 

shall  thenceforth  cease  and  determine,  and  the  same  shall  cease  and  determine- 

accordingly. 

Miscellaneous. 
Returning         48.  If  any  returning  officer  wilfully  delays,  neglects,  or  refuses  duly  to  return 

any  person  who  ought  to  be  returned  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  any  county  or 


neglecting     borough,  such  person  may,  in  case  it  has  been  determined  on  the  hearing  of  an 

any  person    election  petition  under  this  Act  that  such  person  was  entitled  to  have  been  returned, 

duly  elected  gue  the  officer  Caving  so  wilfully  delayed,  neglected,  or  refused  duly  to  make 

such  return  at  his  election  in  any  of  her  Majesty's  courts  of  record  at   West- 

minster, and  shall  recover  double  the  damages  he   has  sustained  by  reason 

thereof,  together  with  full  costs  of  suit  ;  provided  such  action  be  commenced 

within  one  year  after  the  commission  of  the  act  on  which  it  is  grounded,  or 

within  six  months  after  the  conclusion  of  the  trial  relating  to  such  election. 

Calculation       49-  In  reckoning  time  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  Sunday,  Christmas-day, 
of  time.        Good  Friday,  and  any  day  set  apart  for  a  public  fast  or  public  thanksgiving  shall 
be  excluded. 

Contro-  50-  From  and  after  the  next  dissolution  of  Parliament  no  election  or  return 

tfons  to6!)?"  to  Parliament  slla11  be  questioned  except  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
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this  Act,  but  until  such  dissolution,  elections  and  returns  to  Parliament  may  be  tried  under 
questioned  in  manner  heretofore  in  use. 

51.  Where  an  election  petition  under  this  Act  complains  of  the  conduct  of  a  Returning 

returning  officer,  such  returning  officer  shall  for  all  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  complained 

the    admission  of     respondents    in    his  place,  be   deemed  to   b«   a  of 


respondent. 

52-  A  petition  under  this  Act  complaining  of  no  return  may  be  presented  to  Petition 
the  Court,  and  shall  be  deemed  to  bean  election  petition  within  the  meaning  of  J^'of  no 
this  Act,  and  the  Court  may  make  such  order  thereon  as  they  think  expedient  return. 
for  compelling  a  return  to  be  made,  or  may  allow  such  petition  to  be  heard  by 

the  Judge  in  manner  herein-before  provided  with  respect  to  ordinary  election 
petitions. 

53-  On  the  trial  of  a  petition  under  this  Act  complaining  of  an  undue  return  Recrinaina- 
and  claiming  the  seat  for  some  person,  the  respondent  may  give  evidence  to 


prove  that  the  election  of  such  person  was  undue  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  undue  re- 

turn. 
had  presented  a  petition  complaining  of  such  election. 

54-  1'rom  and  after  the  next  dissolution  of  Parliament  the  Acts  contained  in  Repeal  of 

Acts 
the  Schedule  hereto  are  repealed  so  far  as  relates  to  elections  and  petitions  to 

the  extent  therein  mentioned  ;  provided  that  such  repeal  shall  not  affect  the 
validity  or  invalidity  of  anything  already  done  or  suffered,  or  any  offence 
already  committed,  or  any  remedy  or  proceeding  in  respect  thereof,  or  the 
proof  of  any  past  act  or  thing. 

55-  The  additional  Puisne  Judges  appointed  under  this  Act  to  each  of  the  Provision  as 
Courts  of  Queen's  Bench,  the  Common  Pleas,  and  the  Exchequer  in  England  §  ^JjJJJn. 
shall,  as  to  rank,  salary,  pension,  attendant  officers,  jurisdiction,  and  all  other  al  judges  & 
privileges  and  duties  of  a  judge,  stand  in  the  same  position  as  the  other  Puisne  tion  of 
Judges  of  the  Court  to  which  he  is  attached.  dates  to  'be 

Any  Puisne  Judge  of  the  said  Courts  appointed  in  pursuance  of  or  after  the  performed 
passing  of  this  Act  shall  be  authorized  to  sit,  and  shall,  when  requested  by  the  Act. 
Lord  Chancellor,   sit    as    Judge    of    the  Court  of    Probate  and  Court    of 
Marriage  and  Divorce  or  of  the  Admiralty  Court. 

56-  If  upon  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  presented  within  twenty-  commis- 
one  days  after  the  return  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery  in  Enyland,  si°.ns  °^™- 
or  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  and  Ilanaper  in  Ireland,  of  a  member  to  serve  in  corrupt 
Parliament  for  any  borough  or  county,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  the  meet-  p 
ing  of  Parliament,  and  signed  by  any  two  or  more  electors  of  such  borough  or 
county,  and  alleging  that  corrupt  practices  have  extensively  prevailed  at  the 
then  last  election  for  such  borough  or  county,  or  that  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  corrupt  practices  have  there  so  prevailed,  an  address  be  presented  by  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  praying  that  such  allegation  may  be  inquired  into,  the 
Crown  may  appoint  Commissioners  to  inquire  into  the  same,  and  if  such  Com- 
missioners in  such  case  be  appointed,  they  shall  inquire  in  the  same  manner  and 
with  the  same  powers  and  subject  to  all  the  provisions  of  the  statute  of  the 
fifteenth  and  sixteenth  of  Victoria,  chapter  fifty-seven. 
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Rules  as^to        57.  Any  person  who  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act  was  entitled  to  prac- 
tising in       tise  as  agent,  according  to  the  principles,  practice,  and  rules  of  the  House  of 
election  pe-  Commons,  in  cases  of  election  petitions  and  matters  relating  to  election  of 
titions.          members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  shall  be  entitled  to  practise  as  an  attorney 
or  agent  in  cases  of  election  petitions  and  all  matters  relating  to  elections 
before  the  Court  and  Judges  prescribed  by  this  Act  :  provided,  that  every  such 
person  so  practising  as  aforesaid  shall,  in  respect  of    such  practice  and  every- 
thing relating  thereto,  be  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  and  orders  of  the  Court  as 
if  he  were  an  attorney  of  the  said  Court :  and  further,  prov  ided,  that  no  such 
person  shall  practise  as  aforesaid  until  his  name  shall  have  been  entered  on  a 
roll  to  be  made  and  kept,  and  which  is  hereby  authorized  to  be  made  and  kept, 
by  the  prescribed  officer  in  the  prescribed  manner. 

Application       53.  The  provisions  of    this  Act    shall  apply  to  Scotland,  subject  to  the 
Scotland.       following  modifications  : 

1.  The  expression  "  the  Court "  shall  mean  either  division  of    the  Inner 

House  of  the  Court  of  Session,  and  either  of  such  divisions  shall  have 
the  same  powers,  jurisdiction,  and  authority  with  reference  to  an 
election  petition  in  Scotland,  and  the  proceedings  thereon,  which  by  this 
Act  are  conferred  on  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at  Westminster  with 
respect  to  election  petitions  in  England  : 

2.  The  expression  "County  "  shall  not  include  a  county  of  a  city,  but  shall 

mean  any  county  or  division  of  a  county,  or  any  combination  of  coun- 
ties, or  of  counties  and  portions  of  counties,  returning  a  member  to  serve 
in  Parliament : 

3.  The  expression  "Borough  "  shall  mean  any  university  or  universities,  or 

any  city,  town,  burgh,  or  district  of  cities,  towns,  or  burghs,  returning 
a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  Parliament  : 

4.  "  Recognizance  "  shall  mean  a  bond  of  caution  with  usual  and  necessary 

clauses  : 

5.  The  trial  of  every  election  petition  in  Scotland  shall  be  conducted  before  a 

Judge  of  the  Court  of  Session,  to  be  selected  from  a  rota  to  be^formed  as 
herein-after  mentioned  : 

6.  The  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Session  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the 

Winter  Session  in  every  year,  select,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  two  of  the 
Judges  of  such  Court,  not  being  members  of  the  House  of  Lords,  to  be 
placed  on  the  rota  for  the  trial  of  election  petitions  during  the  ensuing 
year: 

7.  If  in  any  case  the  Judges  of  the  said  Court  are  equally  divided  in  their 

choice  of  a  Judge  to  be  placed  on  the  rota,  the  Lord  President  shall  have 
a  second  or  casting  vote  : 

8.  Any  Judge  placed  on  the  rota  shall  be  re-eligible  in  the  succeeding  or  any 

subsequent  year : 

9.  In  the  event  of  the  death  or  illness  of  any  Judge  for  the  time  being  on  the 

rota,  or  his  inability  to  act  for  any  reasonable  cause,  the  Judges  shall 
fill  up  the  vacancy  by  placing  on  the  rota  another  Judge  : 
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10.  The  Judges  for  the  time  being  on  the  rota  shall,   according  to  their 
seniority,  respectively  try  the  election  petitions  standing  for  trial  under 
tliirt  Act,  unless  they  otherwise  agree  among  themselves,  in  which  case 
the  trial  of  each  election  petition  shall  be  taken  in  manner  provided  by 
such  agreement : 

11.  Where  it  appears  to  the  Judges  on  the  rota,  after  due  consideration  of 
the  list  of  petitions  under  this  Act  for  the  time  being  at  issue,  that  the 
trial  of  such  election  petition!)  will  be  inconveniently  delayed  unless  an 
additional  Judge  or  Judges  be  appointed  to  assist  the  Judges  on  the 
rota,  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Session  shall,  on  and  according  to  the 
requisition  of  such  Judges  on  the  rota,  select  in  manner  herein  before 
provided,  a  Judge  to  try  election  petitions  for  the  ensuing  year ;  and 
any  Judge  so  selected  shall  during  that  year  be  deemed  to  be  on  the  rota 
for  the  trial  of  election  petitions  : 

12.  The  duties  to  be  performed  by  the  prescribed  officer  under  this  Act  with 
reference  to  election  petitions  in  Scotland  shall  be  performed  by  such  on« 
or  more  of  the  principal  Clerks  of  Session  as  may  be  determined  by  the 
Lord  President  of  the  Court  of  Session  ;  and  there  shall  be  awarded  to 
such  principal  clerk  or  clerks,  in  addition  to  their  existing  salaries,  such 
remuneration  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  imposed  on  them  in  pur- 
suance of  this  Act  as  the  said  Lord  President  may,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  determine  : 

13.  The  Judge  shall  be  received   at  the  place   where  he  is  about  to  try  au 
election  petition  under  this  Act  in  the  same  manner  and  by  the  same 
Authorities,  as  far  as  circumstances  admit,  as  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Justiciary  is  received  at  a  circuit  town,  and  he  shall  be  attended  by  such 
officer  or  officers  as  shall  be  necessary: 

14.  The  travelling  and  other  expenses  of  the  Judge,  and  of  the  officer  or 
officers  in  attendance  upon  him,  and  all  expenses  properly  incurred  in 
providing  the  Judge  with  a  proper  court,  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Treasury  out  of  money  to  be  provided  by  Parliament : 

15.  On  the  trial  of  an  election  petition  under  this  Act,  the  Judge  shall,  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  have  the  same  powers,  jurisdictions,  and 
authority  as  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Session  presiding  at  the  trial  of  a 
civil'cause  without  a  jury  : 

16.  The  principles  of  taxation  of  costs  as  between  attorney  and  client  in  a 
suit  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  shall  in  Scotland  mean  the  principles  of 
taxation  of  expenses  as  between  agent  and  client  in  the  Court  of  Session  : 

17.  Any  of  her  Majesty's  Courts  of  Record  at  Westminster  shall  in  Scotland 
mean  the  Court  of  Session  in  Scot/and  : 

18.  In  lieu  of  the  provisions  for  the  estreating  of  a  recognizance  under  an 
election  petition,  the  prescribed  officer  shall,  when  otherwise  competent 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  certify  that  the  conditions  contained 
in  the  bond  of  caution  have  not  been  fulfilled,  and!  it  shall  then'.be  com- 
petent for  the  party  or  parties  interested  to  register  the  said  bond,  and 
do  diligence  upon  it  as  accords  of  law. 
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Duration  of 
Act. 


59.  This  Act  shall  be  in  force  until  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  the 
passing  of  such  Act,  and  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  Session  of  Parliament. 


SCHEDULE. 


Date  of  Act. 


Title  of  Act. 


Extent  of  Eepeal. 


4  &  5  Viet.  c.  57. 

5  &  6  Viet.  c.  102. 

11  &  12  Viet.  c.  98 
26  Viet.  c.  29. 

28.  Viet.  c.  8. 


An  Act  for  the  prevention  of  Bribery 

at  Elections. 
An  Act  for  the  better  Discovery  and 

Prevention  of  Bribery  and  Treating 

at   the    Election    of     Members  of 

Parliament. 
An   Act  to  amend  the  Law  for  the 

Trial  of  Election  petitions. 
An  Act  to  amend  and  continue  the 

Law  relating  to  corrupt  practices  at 

Elections  of  members  of  Parliament. 
An   Act  to  amend     "The   Election 

Petitions    Act,    1848,"    in    certain 

Particulars. 


The  whole  Act. 
The  whole  Act. 

The  whole  Act. 
Section  8. 

The  whole  Act. 


35  &  36  VICT.  CHAP.  33. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Procedure  at  Parlia- 
mentary and  Municipal  Elections.      [18th  July,  1872.] 

WHEREAS  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  procedure  at  Parlia- 
mentary and  municipal  elections  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Queen's  most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  present 
Parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows  : 

PART  I.— PAHLIAMENTARY   ELECTIONS. 

Procedure  at  Elections. 

1.  A  candidate  for  election  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  a  county  or  borough 
Nomination  shall  be  nominated  in  writing.  The  writing  shall  be  subscribed  by  two  registered 
dateffor  electors  of  such  county  or  borough  as  proposer  and  seconder,  and  by  eight  other 
parliamen-  registered  electors  of  the  same  county  or  borough  as  atsenting  to  the  nomination, 
tions.  an(i  shall  be  delivered  during  the  time  appointed  for  the  election  to  the  return- 

ing officer  by  the  candidate  himself,  or  his  proposer  or  seconder. 

If  at  the  expiration  of  one  hour  after  the  time  appointed  for  the  election  no 
more  candidates  stand  nominated  than  there  are  vacancies  to  be  filled  up,  the 
returning  officer  shall  forthwith  declare  the  candidates  who  may  stand  nomi- 
nated to  be  elected,  and  return  their  names  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in 
Chancery  ;  but  if  at  the  expiration  of  such  hour  more  candidates  stand  nomi- 
nated than  there  are  vacancies  to  be  filled  up,  the  returning  officer  shall  adjourn 
the  election  and  shall  take  a  poll  in  manner  in  this  Act  mentioned. 

A  candidate  may,  during  the  time  appointed  for  the  election,  but  not  after- 
wards, withdraw  from  his  candidature  by  giving  a  notice  to  that  effect,  signed 
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by  him,  to  the  returning  officer :  Provided,  that  th«  proposer  of  a  candidate 
nominated  in  his  absence  out  of  the  United  Kin_<i"in  may  withdraw  such 
candidate  by  a  written  notice  signed  by  him  and  delivered  to  the  returning 
officer,  together  with  a  written  declaration  of  such  absence  of  fke  candidate. 

If  after  the  adjournment  of  an  election  by  the  returning  om^er  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  a  poll,  one  of  the  candidates  nominated  shall  die  before  the 
poll  has  commenced,  the  returning  officer  shall,  ui>on  being  satisfied  of  the  |act 
of  such  death,  countermand  notice  of  the  poll,  and  all  the  proceedings  with 
reference  to  the  election  shall  be  commenced  afresh  in  all  respects  as  if  the 
•writ  had  been  received  by  the  returning  officer  on  the  day  on  which  proof  was 
given  to  him  of  such  death  ;  provided  that  no  fresh  nomination  shall  be 
necessary  in  the  case  of  a  candidate  who  stood  nominated  at  the  time  of  the 
countermand  of  the  poll. 

2.  In  the  case  of  a  poll  at  an  election  the  votes  shall  be  given  by  ballot.  poll  at 
The  ballot  of  each  voter  shall  consist  of  a  paper  (in  this  Act  called  a  ballot  electiona- 
paper)  showing  the  names  and  description  of  the  candidates.  Each  ballot 
paper  shall  have  a  number  printed  on  the  back,  and  shall  have  attached  a 
counterfoil  with  the  same  number  printed  on  the  face.  At  the  time  of  voting, 
the  ballot  paper  shall  be  marked  on  both  sides  with  an  official  mark,  and 
delivered  to  the  voter  within  the  polling  station,  and  the  number  of  such  voter 
on  the  register  of  voters  shall  be  marked  on  the  counterfoil,  and  the  voter 
having  secretly  marked  his  vote  on  the  paper,  and  folded  it  up  so  as  to  conceal 
his  vote,  shall  place  it  in  a  closed  box  in  the  presence  of  the  officer  presiding  at 
the  polling  station  (in  this  Act  called  "the  presiding  officer")  after  having 
shown  to  him  the  official  mark  at  the  back. 

Any  ballot  paper  which  has  not  on  its  back  the  official  mark,  or  on  which 
votes  are  given  to  more  candidates  than  the  voter  is  entitled  to  vote  for,  or  on 
which  anything,  except  the  said  number  on  the  back,  is  written  or  marked  by 
•which  the  voter  can  be  identified,  shall  be  void  and  not  counted. 

After  jhe  close  of  the  poll  the  ballot  boxes  shall  be  sealed  up,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  introduction  of  additional  ballot  papers,  and  shall  be  taken  charge  of  by  the 
returning  officer,  and  that  officer  shall,  in  the  presence  of  such  agents,  if  any, 
of  the  candidates  as  may  be  in  attendance,  open  the  ballot  boxes,  and  ascertain 
the  result  of  the  poll  by  counting  the  votes  given  to  each  candidate,  and  shall 
forthwith  declare  to  be  elected  the  candidates  or  candidate  to  whom  the  majority 
of  votes  have  been  given,  and  return  their  names  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in 
Chancery.  The  decision  of  the  returning  officer  as  to  any  question  arising  in 
respect  of  any  ballot  paper  shall  be  final,  subject  to  reversal  on  petition  ques- 
tioning the  election  or  return. 

Where  an  equality  of  votes  is  found  to  exist  between  any  candidates  at  an 
election  for  a  county  or  borough,  and  the  addition  of  a  vote  would  entitle  any 
of  such  candidates  to  be  declared  elected,  the  returning  officer,  if  a  registered 
elector  of  such  county  or  borough,  may  give  such  additional  vote,  but  shall  not 
in  any  other  case  be  entitled  to  vote  at  an  election  for  which  he  is  returning 
officer. 
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Offences  in 
respect  of 
nomination 

HE? 

papers  and 
ballot  boxes 


Infringe- 
ment of 
secrecy. 


Offences  at  Elections. 

3.  Every  person  who, — 

(1.)  Forges  or  fraudulently  defaces  or  fraudulently  destroys  any  nomination 
paper,  or  delivers  to  the  returning  officer  any  nomination  paper,  know- 
ing the  same  to  be  forged ;  or 

(2.  Forges  or  counterfeits  or  fraudulently  defaces  or  fraudulently  destroy* 
any  ballot  paper  or  the  official  mark  on  any  ballot  paper ;  or 

(3.)    Without  the  due  authority  supplies  any  ballot  paper  to  any  person;  or 

(4.)  Fraudulently  puts  into  any  ballot  box  any  paper  other  than  the  ballot 
paper  which  he  is  authorized  by  law  to  put  in  j  or 

(5.)  Fraudulently  takes  out  of  the  polling  station  any  ballot  paper ;  or 

(6.)  Without  due  authority  destroys,  takes,  opens,  or  otherwise  interferes 
with  any  ballot  box  or  packet  of  ballot  papers  then  in  use  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  election ; 

shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour;  and  be  liable,  if  he  is  a  returning  officer,  or 
an  officer  or  clerk  in  attendance  at  a  polling  station,  to  imprisonment  for  any 
term  not  exceeding  two  years,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  and  if  he  is  any 
other  person,  to  imprisonment  for  any  term  not  exceeding  six  months,  with  or 
without  hard  labour. 

Any  attempt  to  commit  any  offence  specified  in  this  section  shall  be  punish- 
able in  the  manner  in  which  the  offence  itself  is  punishable. 

In  any  indictment  or  other  prosecution  for  an  offence  in  relation  to  the 
nomination  papers,  ballot  boxes,  ballot  papers,  and  marking  instruments  at  an 
election,  the  property  in  such  papers,  boxes,  and  instruments  may  be  stated  to 
be  in  the  returning  officer  at  such  election,  as  well  as  the  property  in  the 
counterfoils. 

4.  Every  officer,  clerk,  and  agent  in  attendance  at  a  polling  station  shall 
maintain  and  aid  in  maintaining  the  secrecy  of  the  voting  in  such  station,  and 
shall  not  communicate,  except  for  some  purpose  authorized  by  law,  before  the 
poll  is  closed,  to  any  person  any  information  as  to  the  name  or  number  on  the 
register  of  voters  of  any  elector  who  has  or  who  has  not  applied  for  a  ballot 
paper  or  voted  at  that  station,  or  as  to  the  official  mark,  and  no  such  officer, 
clerk,   or  agent,  and  no  person  whosoever  shall  interfere  with  or  attempt  to 
interfere  with  a  voter  when  marking  his  vote,  or  otherwise  attempt  to  obtain  in 
the  polling  station  information  as  to  the  candidate  for  whom  any  voter  in  such 
station  is  about  to  vote  or  has  voted,  or  as  to  the  number  on  the  back  of  the 
ballot  paper  given  to  any  voter  at  such  station.      Every  officer,  clerk,  and 
agent  in  attendance  at  the  counting  of  the  votes  shall  maintain  and  aid  in  main- 
taining the  secrecy  of  the  voting,  and  shall  not  attempt  to  ascertain   at  such 
counting  the  number  on  the  back  of  the  ballot  paper,  or  communicate   any 
information  obtained  at  such  counting  as  to  the  candidate  for  whom  any  vote  is 
given  in  any  particular  ballot  paper.    No  person  shall  directly  or  indirectly 
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induce  any  voter  to  display  \iln  ballot  paper  after  he  shall  have  marked  the 
game,  BO  as  to  make  known  to  any  person  the  name  of  the  candidate  for  01 
against  whom  '  i  has  so  marked  his  vote. 

Every  person  who  acts  in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  this  section 
shall  be  liable,  on  summary  conviction  before  two  justices  of  the  peace,  to 
imprisonment  for  any  term  not  exceeding  six  months,  with  or  without  hard 
labour. 

Amendment  of  Law, 

5.     The  local  authority  (as  hereinafter  defined)  of  every  count}  ^uall  by  order,  Division  of 
as  soon  as  may  b«  practicable  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  divide  such  county  J,or"ui,eh8an<1 
into  polling  districts,  and  assign  a  polling  place  to  each  district,  in  such  manner  into  polling 
that,  so  far  as  is  reasonably  practicable,  every  elector  resident  in  the  county 
shall  have  a  polling  place  within  a  distance  not  exceeding  four  miles  from  hi.-* 
residence,  so,  nevertheless,  that  a  polling  district  need  not  in  any  case  be  con- 
stituted containing  less  than  one  hundred  registered  electors. 

The  local  authority  (as  hereinafter  defined)  of  every  borough  shall  take  into 
consideration  the  division  of  such  borough  into  polling  districts,  and,  if  they 
think  it  desirable,  by  order,  divide  such  borough  into  polling  districts  in  such 
manner  as  they  may  think  most  convenient  for  taking  the  votes  of  the  electors 
at  a  poll 

The  local  authority  of  every  county  and  borough  shall,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- three,  send  to  one  of  Her 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  to  be  laid  by  him  before  both  Houses 
of  Parliament,  a  copy  of  any  order  made  by  such  authority  in  pursuance  of  this 
section,  and  a  report,  in  such  form  as  he  may  require,  stating  how  far  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Act  with  respect  to  polling  districts  have  been  complied  with  in 
their  county  or  borough  ;  and  if  they  make  any  order  after  the  first  day  of  May 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three,  with  respect  to  polling  districts 
or  polling  places  in  their  county  or  borough,  they  shall  send  a  copy  of  such 
order  to  the  said  Secretary  of  State,  to  be  laid  by  him  before  both  Houses  of 
Parliament. 

The  local  authority  in  a  county  or  borough  in  this  section  means  the  authority 
having  power  to  divide  such  county  or  borough  into  polling  districts  under 
section  thirty-four  of  the  Representation  of  the  People  Act,  1867,  and  any 
enactments  amending  that  section  ;  and  such  authority  shall  exercise  the  powers 
thereby  given  to  them  for  the  purposes  of  this  section ;  and  the  provisions  of 
the  said  section  as  to  the  local  authority  of  a  borough  constituted  by  the  com- 
bination of  two  or  more  municipal  boroughs  shall  apply  to  a  borough  constituted 
by  the  combination  of  a  municipal  borough  and  other  places,  whether  municipal 
boroughs  or  not ;  and  in  the  case  ot  a  borough  of  which  a  town  council  is  not 
the  local  authority,  and  which  is  not  wholly  situate  within  one  petty  sessional 
division,  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  in  which  such  borough  or  the 
larger  part  thereof  in  area  is  situate,  assembled  at  some  court  of  general  or 
quarter  sessions,  or  at  some  adjournment  thereof,  shall  be  the  local  authority 
thereof,  and  shall  for  this  purpose  have  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  of  such 
borough ;  and  in  the  case  of  such  borough  and  of  a  county,  a  court  of  general 
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sessions  shall  be  assembled  within  twenty-one  days  after  the  passing  of  this 
Act,  and  any  such  court  may  be  assembled  and  adjourned  from  time  to  time  for 
the  purpose. 

No  election  shall  be  questioned  by  reason  of  any  non-compliance  with  this 
section  or  any  informality  relative  to  polling  districts  or  polling  places,  and  any 
order  made  by  a  local  authority  in  relation  to  polling  districts  or  polling  places 
shall  apply  only  to  lists  of  voters  made  subsequently  to  its  date,  and  to  registers 
of  voters  formed  out  of  such  lists,  and  to  elections  held  after  the  time  at  which 
a  register  of  voters  so  formed  has  come  into  force  :  Provided  that  where  any 
such  order  is  made  between  the  first  day  of  July  and  the  first  day  of  November 
in  any  year,  and  does  not  create  any  new  division  between  two  or  more  polling 
districts  of  any  parish  for  which  a  separate  poor  rate  is  or  can  be  made,  such 
order  shall  apply  to  the  register  of  voters  which  comes  into  force  next  after 
such  order  is  made,  and  to  elections  held  after  that  register  so  comes  into  force ; 
and  the  clerk  of  the  peace  or  town  clerk,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  copy,  print, 
and  arrange  the  list  of  voters  for  the  purpose  of  such  register  in  accordance 
with  such  order. 

Use  of  6.     The  returning  officer  at  a  parliamentary  election  may  use,  free  of  charge, 

public  room  'or  tne  purpose  of  taking  the  poll  at  such  election,   any  room   in  a  school 

for  poll.          receiving  a  grant  out  of  moneys  provided  by  Parliament,  and  any  room  the 

expense  of  maintaining  which  is  payable  out  of  any  local  rate,  but  he  shall 

make  good  any  damage  done  to  such  room,  and  defray  any  expense  incurred  by 

the  person  or  body  of  persons,   corporate  or  unincorporate,  having  control 

over  the  same  on  account  of  its  being  used  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  poll  as 

aforesaid. 

The  use  of  any  room  in  an  unoccupied  house  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
poll  shall  not  render  any  person  liable  to  be  rated  or  to  pay  any  rate  for  such 
house. 

Conclusive-  7.  At  any  election  for  a  county  or  borough,  a  person  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
ter'of  voter"  vote  unless  his  name  is  on  the  register  of  voters  for  the  time  being  in  force  for 
such  county  or  borough,  and  every  person  whose  name  is  on  such  register  shall 
be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive  a  ballot  paper  and  to  vote  :  Provided  that 
nothing  in  this  section  shall  entitle  any  person  to  vote  who  is  prohibited  from 
voting  by  any  statute,  or  by  the  common  law  of  Parliament,  or  relieve  such 
person  from  any  penalties  to  which  he  may  be  liable  for  voting. 

Duties  of  Returning  and  Election  Officers. 

General  gt     Suoject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  every  returning  officer  shall  provide 

duties  of        such  nomination  papers,  polling  stations,  ballot  boxes,  ballot  papers,  stamping 
office?1112      instruments,  copies  of  register  of  voters,  and  other  things,  appoint  and  pay 

such  officers,  and  do  such  other  acts  and  things  as  may  be  necessary  for  effectually 

conducting  an  election  in  manner  provided  by  this  Act. 

All  expenses  properly  incurred  by  any  returning  officer  in  carrying  into  effect 

the  provisions  of  this  Act,  in  the  case   of  any  parliamentary  election,  shall  be 

payable  in  the  same  manner  as  expenses  incurred  in  the  erection  of  polling 

booths  at  such  election  are  by  law  payable. 
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Where  the  sheriff  is  returning  officer  for  more  than  one  county  as  defined  for 
the  purposes  of  parliamentary  elections,  he  may,  without  prejudice  to  any 
other  power,  by  writing  under  his  hand,  appoint  a  fit  person  to  be  his  deputy  for 
all  or  any  of  the  purposes  relating  to  an  election  in  any  such  county,  and  may, 
by  himself  or  such  deputy,  exercise  any  powers  and  do  any  things  which  the 
returning  officer  is  authorised  or  required  to  exercise  or  do  in  relation  to  such 
election.  Every  such  deputy,  and  also  any  under  sheriff,  shall,  in  so  far  as  he 
acts  as  returning  officer,  be  deemed  to  be  included  in  the  term  returning  officer 
in  the  provisions  of  this  Act  relating  to  parliamentary  elections,  and  the  enact- 
ments with  which  this  part  of  this  Act  is  to  be  construed  as  one. 

9.  If  any  person  misconducts  himself  in  the  polling  station,  or  fails  to  obey  Keeping  of 
the  lawful  orders  of  the  presiding  officer,  he  may  immediately,  by  order  of  the  station, 
presiding  officer,  be  removed  from  the  polling  station  by  any  constable  in  or 

near  that  station,  or  any  other  person  authorised  in  writing  by  the  returning 
officer  to  remove  him  ;  and  the  person  so  removed  shall  not,  unless  with  the 
permission  of  the  presiding  officer,  again  be  allowed  to  enter  the  polling  station 
during  the  day. 

Any  person  so  removed  as  aforesaid,  if  charged  with  the  commission  in  such 
station  of  any  offence,  may  be  kept  in  custody  until  he  can  be  brought  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace. 

Provided  that  the  powers  conferred  by  this  section  shall  not  be  exercised  so 
as  to  prevent  any  elector  who  is  otherwise  entitled  to  vote  at  any  polling  station 
from  having  an  opportunity  of  voting  at  such  station. 

10.  For  the  purpose  of  the  adjournment  of  the  poll,  and  of  every  other  Powers  of 
enactment  relating  to  the  poll,  a  presiding  officer  shall  have  the  power  by  law  officer  and 
belonging  to  a  deputy  returning  officer ;  and  any  presiding  officer  and  any  clerk  t,^111"1]8***" 
appointed  by  the  returning  officer  to  attend  at  a  polling  station  shall  have  the  oaths,  &c. 
power  of  asking  the  questions  and  administering  the  oath  authorised  by  law  to 

be  asked  of  and  administered  to  voters,  and  any  justice  of  the  peace  and  any 
returning  officer  may  take  and  receive  any  declaration  authorised  by  this  Act  to 
be  taken  before  him. 

11.  Every  returning  officer,  presiding  officer,  and  clerk  who  is  guilty  of  any  Liability  of 
wilful  misfeasance  or  any  wilful  act  or  omission  in  contravention  of  this  Act  J^.o'jjjjj 
shall,  in  addition  to  any  other  penalty  or  liability  to  which  he  may  be  subject, 

forfeit  to  any  person  aggrieved  by  such  misfeasance,  act,  or  omission  a  penal 
sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds. 

Section  fifty  of  the  Eepresentation  of  the  People  Act,  1867,  (which  relates  to  30  and  31 
the  acting  of  any  returning  officer,  or  his  partner  or  clerk,  as  agent  for  a  candi- 
date) shall  apply  to  any  returning  officer  or  officers  appointed  by  him  in  pur- 
suance of  this  Act,  and  to  his  partner  or  clerk. 

Miscellaneous, 

12.  No  person  who  has  voted  at  any  election  shall,  in  any  legal  proceeding  to  PJ9^ 
question  the  election  or  return,  be  required  to  state  for  whom  he  has  voted.  of  vote. 

13.  No  election  shall  be  declared  invalid  by  reason  of  a  non-compliance  Non-com- 
with  the  rules  contained  in  the  First  Schedule  to  this  Act,  or  any  mistake  in  Jjjjj.ce 
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the  use  of  the  forms  in  the  Second  Schedule  to  this  Act,  if  it  appears  to  thi 
tribunal  having  cognizance  of  the  question  that  the  election  was  conducted  in 
accordance  with  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  body  of  this  Act,  and  that  such 
non-compliance  or  mistake  did  not  affect  the  result  of  the  election. 

Use  of  muni-       14*     Where  a  parliamentary  borough  and  municipal  borough  occupy  the 

cipal  ballot    whole  or  any  part  of  the  Xime  area,  any  ballot  boxes  or  fittings  for  polling 

for  parlia-'     stations  and  compartments  provided  for  such  parliamentary  borough  or  such 

eL^ction^and  municipal  borough  may  be  v^«tjd  in  any  municipal  or  parliamentary  election  in 

vice  versa.      such  borough  free  of  charge,  and  any  damage  other  than  reasonable  wear  and 

tear  caused  to  the  same  shaJJ  be  paid  as  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  election  at 

which  they  are  so  used. 

Construe-  ^*  ^n*s  Par*  °^  *^s  Act  shall,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  tenor  thereof, 
tion  of  Act.  be  construed  as  one  with  the  enactments  for  the  time  being  in  force  relating  to 
the  representation  of  the  people,  and  to  the  registration  of  persons  entitled  to 
vote  at  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament,  and  with  any  enact- 
ments otherwise  relating  to  the  subject  matter  of  this  part  of  this  Act,  and 
terms  used  in  this  part  of  this  Act  shall  have  the  same  meaning  as  in  the  said 
enactments  ;  and  in  construing  the  said  enactments  relating  to  an  election  or  to 
the  poll  or  taking  the  votes  by  poll  the  mode  of  election  and  of  taking  the  poll 
established  by  this  Act  shall  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  enactments  be  deemed 
to  be  substituted  for  the  mode  of  election  or  poll,  or  taking  the  votes  by  poll, 
referred  to  in  the  said  enactments  ;  and  any  person  applying  for  a  ballot  paper 
under  this  Act  shall  be  deemed  "  to  tender  his  vote,"  or  "to  assume  to  vote," 
within  the  meaning  of  the  said  enactments  ;  and  any  application  for  a  ballot 
paper  under  this  Act,  or  expressions  relative  thereto,  shall  be  equivalent  to 
•'  voting  "  in  the  said  enactments  and  any  expressions  relative  thereto  ;  and  the 
serm  "  polling  booth  "  as  used  in  the  said  enactments  shall  be  deemed  to  include 
a  polling  station ;  and  the  term  "proclamation  "  as  used  in  the  said  enactments 
mall  be  deemed  to  include  a  public  notice  given  in  pursuance  of  this  Act. 

Application  of  Part  of  Act  to  Scotland. 

Alterations      16.  This  part  of  this  Act  shall  apply  to  Scotland,  subject  to  the  following 
«onaoPfPliC;-   ^visions:- 

^ar*  I- 1°2  (1.)  The  expression  "  crime  and  offence  "  shall  be  equivalent  to  the  expres- 

sion "misdemeanor,"  and  shall  be  substituted  therefor : 
(2.)  All  offences  under  this  Act  for  which  any  person  may  be  punished  on 
summary  conviction  shall  be  prosecuted  before  the  sheriff  under  the 
provisions  of  "  The  Summary  Procedure  Act,  1864 ;"  and  all  juris- 
dictions, powers,  and  authorities  necessary  for  that  purpose  are 
hereby  conferred  on  sheriffs  : 

(3.)  The  expression  "  sheriff  "  shall  include  sheriff  substitute  : 
(4.)  The  provisions  of  this  Act  relating  to  the  division  of  counties  and 

boroughs  into  polling  districts  shall  not  apply  to  Scotland  : 
(5.)  The  ballot  boxes,  ballot  papers,  stamping  instruments,  and  other  requi- 
sites for  a  parliamentary  election  shall  be  provided  and  paid  for  in 
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the  same  manner  as  polling  rooms  or  booth*  under  the  fortieth 

section  of  the  Act  of  the  second  and  third  years  of  the  reign  of 

King  William  the  Fourth,  chapter  Hi'xty-five,  intituled  "An  act  to 

"  amend  the  Representation  of  the  People  in  Scotland  ;"  and  the 

reasonable  remuneration  of  presiding  officers,  asaiHtants,  and  clerk* 

employed  by  the  returning  officer  at  euch  an  election,  and  all  other 

expenses  properly  incurred  by  the  returning  officer,  and  by  sheriff 

clerks  and  town  clerks,  in  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this 

Act,  shall  be  paid  by  the  candidates  ;  provided  always,  that  if  any 

person  shall  be  proposed  as  a  candidate  without   his  consent  the 

person  so  proposing  him  shall  be  liable  to  de  fray  his  share  of  all 

those  expenses  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  been  a  candidate  him- 

aelf ;  provided  also,  that  the  fee  to  be  paid  to  each  presiding  officer 

shall  in  no  case  exceed  the  sum  of  three  guineas  per  day,  and  the 

fee  to  be  paid  to  each  assistant  to  the  returning  officer  shall  not 

exceed  two  guineas  per  day,  and  the  fee  to  be  paid  to  each  clerk 

shall  not  exceed  one  guinea  per  day. 

Application  of  Part  of  Act  to  Ireland. 

17.    This  part  of  this  Act  shall  apply  to  Ireland,  subject  to  the  following  Alterations 
modifications :— 

(1.)  The  expression  "Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery "  shall  mean  the 

Clerk  of  the  Crown  and  Hanaper  in  Ireland  : 

(2.)  The  preceding  provisions  of  this  part  of  this  Act  with  respect  to  the 
division  of  counties  and  boroughs  into  polling  districts  shall  not 
extend  to  Ireland : 

(3.)  In  the  construction  of  the  preceding  provisions  of  this  part  of  this  Act 
as  applying  to  Ireland,  section  thirteen  of  "  The  Representation  of 
the  People  (Ireland)  Act,  1868,"  shall  be  substituted  for  section 
fifty  of  "  The  Representation  of  the  People  Act,  1S67,"  wherever  in 
such  provisions  the  said  last-mentioned  section  occurs.  The  provi- 
sion containeJ  in  the  sixth  section  of  this  Act  providing  for  the  use 
of  school  rooms  free  of  charge,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  poll  at 
elections,  shall  not  apply  to  any  school  adjoining  or  adjacent  to  any 
church  or  other  place  of  worship,  nor  to  any  school  connected  with 
a  nunnery  or  other  religious  establishment : 

{4.)  No  returning  officer  shall  be  entitled  to  claim,  or  be  paid,  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  for  the  erection  of  polling  booths  or  stations  and 
compartments  other  than  the  sum  or  sums  actually  and  neces- 
sarily incurred  and  paid  by  him  in  reference  to  the  same,  any 
statute  or  statutes  to  the  contrary  now  in  force  notwithstanding, 
nor  shall  the  expenses  of  providing  sufficient  polling  stations  or 
booths  and  compartments  at  every  polling  place  exceed  the  sum  or 
sums  now  givjn  and  allowed  by  statute  in  Ireland. 
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18<    With  resPecfc  to  Polling  districts  and  polling  places  in  freland,  the  fol- 
districts     °   lowing  regulations  shall  have  effect ;  that  is  to  say, 

p?adce?s°inng  (L)  The  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council  in 

Ireland.  Ireland,  shall  appoint  special  sessions  to  be  held  by  the  chairmen 

of  quarter  sessions  and  justices  of  the  peace  having  jurisdiction  in 
each  county  or  riding  of  a  county  in  Ireland,  at  such  places  and 
times  before  the  first  day  of  November  next  after  the  passing  of" 
this  Act  as  shall  seem  fit  for  the  purpose  of  dividing  such  county 
or  riding  in  to  polling  districts  and  appointing  polling  places  for  such 
districts : 

(2.)  The  clerk  of  the  said  Privy  Council  shall  cause  each  such  appointment 
to  be  notified  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  county  to  which  the 
same  relates,  and  shall  cause  notice  of  the  same  to  be  published 
twice  in  each  of  two  consecutive  we3ks  in  one  or  more  newspapers 
usually  circulated  in  such  county,  and  once  in  the  Dublin  Gazette  : 
(3.)  The  clerk  of  the  peace  of  each  county  in  Ireland  shall,  within  five  days 
after  the  receipt  of  such  notification  as  aforesaid,  send  a  written 
or  printed  notice  of  the  same  to  the  chairman  and  to  every  justice 
of  the  peace  having  jurisdiction  within  the  ^mnty  or  riding  to 
which  the  same  relates  : 

(4.)  The  chairman  of  quarter  sessions  and  the  justices  of  the  peace  having 
jurisdiction  in  any  county  or  riding  assembled  at  such  special 
sessions  apyointed  in  manner  aforesaid,  or  at  any  adjournment  of 
the  same  before  the  first  day  of  December  next  after  the  passing  of 
this  Act,  shall  make  an  order  dividing  such  county  or  riding  of  a 
county  into  polling  districts,  and  appointing  in  each  such  polling 
district  a  place  (in  this  section  referred  to  as  a  "polling  place") 
for  taking  the  poll  at  contested  elections  of  members  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  such  county  : 

(5.)  Every  such  division  shall  be  made  in  such  manner  so  that,  as  far  as 
practicable,  every  building  or  place  in  such  county  in  which  petty 
sessions  are  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act  held  shall  be  a 
polling  place  :  Provided  always,  that  where  it  appears  to  the  chair- 
man and  justices  assembled  at  special  sessions  that,  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  full  facilities  for  taking  the  poll  at  contested  elections^ 
there  should  be  pollhij  places  in  addition  to  such  buildings  or 
places  where  petty  sessions  are  held  as  aforesaid,  they  shall  appoint 
so  many  polling  places  in  addition  to  such  buildings  or  places  as 
they  may  think  necessary,  and  constitute  a  polling  district  for 
each  such  polling  place  : 

(6.)  Every  such  order  shall  specify  b.3  barony  or  baronies,  half  barony  or 
half  baronies,  townlandor  townlands,  parish  or  parishes,  and  places 
constituting  each  such  polling  district  : 

(7.)  A  copy  of  each  such  order  shall  forthwith  be  sent  by  the  clerk  of  the 
peace  for  such  county  to  the  clerk  of  the  said  Privy  Council,  who 
thereupon  shall  submit  the  same  for  confirmation  by  the  Lord 
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Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  in  Ireland,  in  the  manner  by  thii 
Act  provided,  and  such  order  shall  not  be  of  any  validity  until  the 
same  has  been  so  confirmed : 

(8.)  Notice  of  the  intended  confirmation  of  any  such  order  shall  be  given 
by  the  clerk  of  the  said  Privy  Council  at  least  one  mouth  before 
the  day  fixed  for  such  confirmation  by  the  publication  of  such 
notice  and  order  in  one  or  more  newspapers  circulating  within 
such  county  or  riding  to  which  the  order  has  reference : 

(9.)  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council,  on  the 
day  fixed  for  the  intended  confirmation  of  any  such  order,  to 
confirm  the  same  as  it  stands,  or  with  such  variation,  alteration, 
or  modification  w  may  seem  fit:  Provided  always,  that  where 
any  person  is  dissatisfied  with  any  such  order  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  such  person,  within  fourteen  days  after  the  publication  of 
the  notice  of  the  intended  confirmation  of  such  order,  to 
appeal  against  the  same,  and  such  appeal  shall  be  in  writing, 
stating  the  grounds  thereof,  and  shall  be  signed  by  such  person, 
and  shall  within  such  time  be  lodged  with  the  clerk  of  the  Privy 
Council;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Privy  Council,  previous  to  the  confirmation  of  any  such  order, 
to  hear  and  determine  such  appeal  against  the  same,  and  to 
make  such  order  as  to  the  costs  of  snch  appeal  ss  may  seem 
meet : 

(10.)  When  any  such  order  has  been  confirmed  as  aforesaid,  the  clerk  of 
the  said  Privy  Council  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the 
clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  county  to  which  the  same  relates,  and 
shall  cause  the  same  to  be  published  once  in  the  Dublin  Gazette, 
and  once  in  the  newspaper  in  which  the  notice  of  intended 
confirmation  was  published : 

(11.)  The  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the  twenty-seventh  and 
twenty-eighth  years  of  the  reign  of  Her  present  Majesty,  chap- 
ter twenty-two,  for  ascertaining  the  voters  in  the  new  or  altered 
polling  districts  referred  to  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  said  Act, 
and  for  making  separate  lists  of  voters,  and  otherwise  in  relation 
thereto,  shall  extend  and  apply  to  every  case  in  which  any  order 
in  relation  to  any  county  has  been  confirmed  under  the  authority 
of  this  section,  in  like  manner  as  if  such  sections  were  herein  re- 
enacted,  and  the  polling  districts  to  which  the  same  refer  or  apply 
had  been  polling  districts  constituted  under  the  authority  of  this 
section ;  and  the  register  of  voters  in  force  in  such  county  at  the 
time  of  confirming  such  order  as  amended  by  the  printed  books 
given  into  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  of  such  county  in  manner  by 
the  said  Act  provided,  ai  d  the  said  printed  books,  shall  be  the 
register  of  persons  entitled  to  vote  at  any  election  of  a  member  or 
members  to  serve  in  Parliament  which  shall  take  placn  in  and  for 
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such  county  until  the  first  day  of  January  next  after  the  giving  ot 
the  said  books  as  aforesaid  :  Provided  always,  that  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  said  provisions,  the  terms  "the  passing  of  this  Act" 
and  the  "said  Act"  shall  respectively  be  construed  to  mean  the 
confirming  of  any  order  made  under  the  authority  of  this  section 
and  this  Act : 

(jJ:.)  At  any  election  of  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 
any  county  to  which  any  such  order  relates  held  after  the  confirm- 
ing of  any  such  order,  and  before  the  register  of  voters  to  be 
formed  subsequently  to  the  date  of  the  confirming  of  such  order 
under  the  provisions  of  tins  section  shall  be  in  force,  the  poll  shall 
be  taken  as  if  no  such  order  had  been  made  : 

(13.)  All  precepts,  notices,  and  forms  relating  to  the  registration  of  voters 
shall  be  framed  and  expressed  in  si.ch  manner  and  form  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  carrying  the  provisions  of  this  Act  into  effect : 

(14.)  When  the  chairman  of  quarter  sessions  and  justices  of  the  peace 
having  jurisdiction  in  any  county  or  riding  in  Ireland,  assembled  at 
any  general  or  quarter  sessions  in  any  division  of  such  county  or 
riding,  are  of  opinion  that  for  the  purpose  of  affording  further 
facilities  for  polling  at  contested  elections  there  should  be  within 
such  district  polling  places  in  addition  to  the  places  appointed  in 
manner  aforesaid,  they  may  by  resolution  determine  that  at  the 
next  general  or  quarter  sessions  in  such  division  of  such  county  the 
necessity  for  such  additional  polling  places  shall  be  considered  by 
the  chairman  and  justices  assembled  at  the  same  : 

(13.)  The  clerk  of  the  peace  of  such  county  shall,  within  five  days  after 
the  making  of  such  resolution,  send  a  written  or  printed  copy  of 
the  same  to  the  chairman  and  to  every  justice  of  the  peace  having 
jurisdiction  within  the  county  to  which  the  same  relates,  and  shall 
cause  a  copy  of  such  resolution  to  be  published  twice  in  each  of 
two  consecutive  weeks  in  some  newspaper  circulated  in  such 
county : 

(15.)  The  said  chairman  and  justices  assembled  at  such  gt,neral  or  quarter 
sessions  holden  next  after  the  making  of  such  resolution  shall 
consider  whether  additional  polling  places  are  necessary,  and  if 
they  are  of  such  opinion  they  may,  by  an  order  to  be  made  in  like 
manner  and  subject  to  the  same  provisions  as  to  the  making, 
confirming,  and  taking  effect  of  the  same  as  are  in  this  section 
contained  in  relation  to  orders  to  be  made  at  special  sessions  under 
the  authority  of  the  same,  appoint  such  other  places  to  be  polling 
places  as  they  shall  think  fit,  and  shall  constitute  polling  districts 
for  such  polling  places  : 

(17.)  No  election  shall  be  questioned  by  reason  of  any  polling  district  not 
having  been  constituted  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  thia 
Act,  or  by  reason  of  any  informality  relative  to  any  polling 
district : 
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(18.)  When  any  day  fixed  for  taking  the  poll  at  any  election  fc  the  day  fixed 
for  the  holding  of  the  petty  sessions  court  at  any  polling  place,  the 
court  shall  stand  ipso  facto  adjourned  till  the  next  day,  which 
shall  in  that  case  be  the  legal  day  for  holding  said  court,  and  if 
that  day  be  a  Sunday  or  legal  holiday,  till  the  next  day : 
(19.)  The  t«rm  "  the  Lord  Lieutenant "  in  this  section  shall  mean  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  the  lords  justices  or  other  chief  governors 
or  governor  of  Ireland  for  the  time  being,  and  the  term  "chairman 
of  quarter  sessions "  in  this  section  shall  include  any  person  duly 
appointed  to  do  the  duty  of  such  chairman  during  his  sickness  or 
absence. 

19.  Where  the  name  of  any  person  is  required  to  be  inserted  in  any  list  of 
voters  for  any  ward  of  any  city,  town,  or  borough  under  the  provisions  of  sec-  voting  in 
tion  seven  of  the  Act  passed  in  the  session  of  Parliament  held  in  the  thirteenth  certain 
and  fourteenth  years  of  the  reign  of  Her  present  Majesty,  chapter  sixty-eight,  burou8h8- 
as  qualified  in  respect  of  any  property  qualification,  or  as  the  occupier  of  any 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments  situate  in  whole  or  in  part  beyond  the  limits 
of  such  ward,  then  and  in  every  such  case  the  names  so  required  to  be  inserted 
shall  be  placed  in  alphabetical  order  in  a  separate  part  of  such  list  to  be  styled 
"the  list  of  rural  or  out  voters  of  such  ward,"  and  the  property,  lands,  tene- 
ments, and  hereditaments  in.  respect  of  which  such  person  is  qualified  as  afore- 
said shall  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  Act  and  the  Acts  amending  the  same,  in 
relation  to  the  providing  of  booths  and  compartments  within  each  ward  of  any 
city,  town,  or  borough,  and  the  voting  therein  of  persons  entitled  to  vote  in 
respect  of  any  such  qualifications  aforesaid,  be  deemed  to  constitute  a  separate 
ward  :  Provided  always,  that  the  name  of  any  such  person  shall  not  be  placed 
in  such  separate  list  if  such  person  shall,  in  writing  under  his  hand,  object 
thereto,  and  if  such  objection  is  delivered  to  such  clerk  of  the  peace  on  or 
be.fore  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  August  next  preceding  the  making  of  such  list 
under  the  provisions  aforesaid,  and  in  such  case  in  relation  to  such  person  the 
provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  apply. 


PART  II. 
MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS. 

20.     The  poll  at  every  contested  municipal  election  shall,  so  far  as  circum-  ^municipal 

stances  admit,  be  conducted  in  the  manner  in  which  the  poll  is  by  this  Act  elections  of 

enactments 
directed  to  be  conducted  at  a  contested  parliamentary  election,  and,  subject  to  relating  to 

;he  modifications  expressed  in  the  schedules  annexed  hereto,  such  provisions  of  parUame'n- 
chis  Act  and  of  the  said  schedules  as  relate  to  or  are  concerned  with  a  poll  at  a   tary  elec- 
parliamentary  election  shall  apply  to  a  poll  at  a  contested  municipal  election  : 
Provided  as  follows : 

\L)  The  term  "returning  officer"  shall  mean  the  mayor  or  other  officer 

who,  under  the  law  relating  to  municipal  elections,  presides  at  such 

elections  f 


120 

(2.)  The  term  "petition  questioning  the  election  or  return"  shall  mean 
any  proceeding  in  which  a  municipal  election  can  be  questioned  : 

(3.)  The  mayor  shall  provide  everything  which  in  the  case  of  a  parlia- 
mentary election  is  required  to  be  provided  by  the  returning  officer 
for  the  purpose  of  a  poll  : 

(4.)  All  expenses  shall  be  defrayed  in  manner  provided  by  law  with  respect 
to  the  expenses  of  a  municipal  election  : 

(5.)  No  return  shall  be  made  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery  : 

(6.)  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be  deemed  to  authorise  the  appointment  of 
any  agents  of  a  candidate  in  a  municipal  election,  but  if  in  the 
case  of  a  municipal  election  any  agent  of  a  candidate  is  appointed, 
and  a  notice  in  writing  of  such  appointment  is  given  to  the  return- 
ing officer,  the  provisions  of  this  Act  with  respect  to  agents  of 
candidates  shall,  so  far  as  respects  such  agent,  apply  in  the  case  of 
that  election  : 

(7.)  The  provisions  of  this  Act  with  respect  to  — 

(a.)  The  voting  of  a  returning  officer  ;  and 

(6.)  The  use  of  a  room  for  taking  a  poll  ;  and 

(c.)  The  right  to  vote  of  persons  whose  names  are  on  the  register 

of  voters  ; 
shall  not  apply  in  the  case  of  a  municipal  election. 

Abolition          ^  municipal  election  shall,  except  in  so  far  as  relates  to  the  taking  of  the 
of  ward         poll  in  the  event  of  its  being  contested,  be  conducted  in  the  manner  in  which 
°ra*       it  would  have  been  conducted  if  this  Act  had  not  passed. 

21.  Assessors  shall  not  be  elected  in  any  ward  of  any  municipal  borough, 
and  a  municipal  election  need  not  be  held  before  the  assessors  or  their  deputies, 
but  may  be  held  before  the  mayor,  alderman,  or  other  returning  officer  only, 

Application  of  Part  of  Act  to  Scotland. 
Alterations        22-     This  part  of  this  Act  shall  apply  to  Scotland,  subject  to  the  following 


land0  SCOt"          ^  The  term  "  may°r  "  sha11  mean  the  Provost  or  other  chief  magistrate 
of  a  municipal  borough,  as  denned  by  this  Act  : 

(2.)  All  municipal  elections  shall  be  conducted  in  the  same  manner  in  all 
respects  in  which  elections  of  councillors  in  the  royal  burghs  con- 
tained in  Schedule  C.  to  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the  third  and 
fourth  years  of  the  reign  of  King  William  the  Fourth,  chapter 
seventy-six,  intituled  "  An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  the  laws  for 
"the  election  of  the  Magistrates  and  Councillors  of  the  Royal 
"  Burghs  in  Scotland,"  are  directed  to  be  conducted  by  the  Acts 
in  force  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act  as  amended  by  this 
Act  j  and  all  such  Acts  shall  apply  to  such  elections  accordingly. 
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Application  of  Part,  of  Act  to  Ireland. 
23.    This  part  of  this  Act  shall  apply  to  Ireland,  with  the  following  modifi- 

«°—  ^" 

(1.)  The  term  "mayor"  shall  include  the  chairman  of  commissioners,  Jj^' 
chairman  of  municipal  commissioners,  chairman  of  town  commit-  land. 
Hiuners,  and  chairman  of  township  commissioners : 

(2.)  The  provisions  of  "  The  Municipal  Corporation  Act,  1859,"  following ; 
that  is  to  say,  section  five  and  section  six,  and  section  seven  except 
BO  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  form  of  nomination  papers,  and 
section  eight  except  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  assessors,  shall 
extend  and  apply  to  every  municipal  borough  in  Ireland,  and  shall 
be  substituted  for  any  provisions  in  force  in  relation  to  the  nomi- 
nation at  municipal  elections:  Provided  always,  that  the  term 
"  councillor  "  in  these  sections  shall  for  the  purposes  of  this  section 
include  alderman,  commissioner,  municipal  commissioner,  town 
commissioner,  township  commissioner,  or  assessor  of  any  municipal 
borough. 


PART  III. 
PERSONATION. 

24.    The  following  enactments  shall  be  made  with  respect  to  personation  at  „  fi 
parliamentary  and  municipal  elections  :  and  punish- 

A  person  shall  for  all  purposes  of  the  laws  relating  to  parliamentary  and 
municipal  elections  be  deemed  to  be  guilty  of  the  offence  of  personation  who  at 
an  election  for  a  county  or  borough,  or  at  a  municipal  election,  applies  for  a 
ballot  paper  in  the  name  of  some  other  person,  whether  that  name  be  that  of  a 
person  living  or  dead  or  of  a  fictitious  person,  or  who  having  voted  once  at  any 
such  election  applies  at  the  same  election  for  a  ballot  paper  in  his  own  name. 

The  offence  of  personation,  or  of  aiding,  abetting,  counselling,  or  procuring 
the  commission  of  the  offence  of  personation  by  any  person,  shall  be  a  felony, 
and  any  person  convicted  thereof  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  two  years  together  with  hard  labour.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
returning  officer  to  institute  a  prosecution  against  any  person  whom  he  may 
believe  to  have  been  guilty  of  personation,  or  of  aiding,  abetting,  counselling, 
or  procuring  the  commission  of  the  offence  of  personation  by  any  person,  at 
the  election  for  which  he  is  returning  officer,  and  the  costs  and  expenses  of  the 
prosecutor  and  the  witnesses  in  such  case,  together  with  compensation  for  their 
trouble  and  loss  of  time,  shall  be  allowed  by  the  court  in  the  same  manner  in 
which  courts  are  empowered  to  allow  the  same  in  cases  of  felony. 

The  provisions  of  the  Registration  Acts,  specified  in  the  Third  ts^uedule  to 
this  Act,  shall  in  England  and  Ireland  respectively  apply  to  personation  under 
this  Act  in  the  same  manner  as  they  apply  to  a  person  who  knowingly  per- 
sonates and  falsely  assumes  to  vote  in  the  name  of  another  person  as  mentioned 
in  the  said  Acts, 
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The  offence  of  personation  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  corrupt  practice  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Parliamentary  Elections  Act,  1868. 

If,  on  the  trial  of  any  election  petition  questioning  the  election  or  return  for 
any  county  or  borough,  any  candidate  is  found  by  the  report  of  the  judge  by 
himself  or  his  agents  to  have  been  guilty  of  personation  or  by  himself  or  his 
agents  to  have  aided,  abetted,  counselled,  or  procured  the  commission  at  such 
election  of  the  offence  of  personation  by  any  person,  such  candidate  shall 
be  incapable  of  being  elected  or  sitting  in  Par  liara  <»»><-.  for  such  county  or 
borough  during  the  Parliament  then  in  existence. 

25.  Where  a  candidate,  on  the  trial  of  an  election  petition  claiming  the  seat 
for  any  person,  is  proved  to  have  been  guilty,  by  himself  or  by  any  person  on 
^is  behalf,  of  bribery,  treating,  or  undue  influence  in  respect  of  any  person  who 
voted  at  such  election,  or  where  any  person  retained  or  employed  for  reward  by 
or  on  behalf  of  such  candidate  for  all  or  any  of  the  purposes  of  such  election, 
as  agent,  clerk,  messenger,  or  in  any  other  employment,  is  proved  on  such  trial 
to  have  voted  at  such  election,  there  shall,   on  a  scrutiny,  be  struck  off  from 
the  number  of  votes  appearing  to  have  been  given  to  such  candidate  one  vote 
for  every  person  who  voted  at  such  election  and  is  proved  to  have  been  so 
bribed,  treated,  or  unduly  influenced,  or  so  retained  or  employed  for  reward  as 
aforesaid. 

26.  This  part  of  this  Act  shall  apply  to  Scotland,  subject  to  the  following 
provision  :  — 

^he  °ffence  of  personation  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  crime  and  offence,  and  the 
rules  of  the  law  of  Scotland  with  respect  to  apprehension,  detention,  pre- 
cognition,  commitment,  and  bale  shall  apply  thereto,  and  any  person 
accused  thereof  may  be  brought  to  trial  in  the  court  of  justiciary,  whether 
in  Edinburgh  or  on  circuit,  at  the  instance  of  the  Lord  Advocate,  or  before 
the  sheriff  court,  at  the  instance  of  the  procurator  fiscal. 

27.  This  part  of  this  Act,  so  tar  as  regards  parliamentary  elections,  shall  be 
construed  as  one  with  "  The  Parliamentary  Elections  Act,  "1868,"  and  shall 
apply  to  an  election  for  a  university  or  combination  of  universities. 


Effect  of 
schedules. 

Definitions. 

"M     '  i    1 
borough  :" 

"Municipal 
Corporation 


PART  IV. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

28.     The  schedules  to  this  Act,  and  the  notes  thereto,  and  directions  therein, 
shall  be  construed  and  have  effect  as  part  of  this  Act. 
29«     I*  this  Act- 
The  expression  "municipal  borough"  means  any  place  for  the  time  being 

subject  to  the  Municipal  Corporation  Acts,  or  any  of  them  : 
The  expression  "  Municipal  Corporation  Acts  "  means  — 

(a  )  As  regards  England,  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  years 
of  the  reign  of  King  William  the  Fourth,  chapter  seventy-six, 
intituled  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  municipal  cor- 
"  poration*  in  England  and  Wales,"  and  the  Acts  amending  tht 
same: 
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(I.)  As  regards  Scotland,  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the  third  and  fourth 
years  of  the  reign  of  King  William  the  Fourth,  chapter  seventy- 
six*  intituled  "  An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  the  laws  for  the  election 
"  of  Magistrates  and  Councillors  of  the  Royal  Burghs  in  Scotland,** 
and  the  Act  of  the  same  session,  chapter  seventy-seven,  intituled 
"  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  and  election  of  Magistrates 
"  and  Councillors  for  the  several  Burghs  and  Towns  of  Scotland 
"  which  now  return  or  contribute  to  return  members  to  Parlia- 
"  meut,  and  are  not  Royal  Burghs,"  and  the  Act  of  the  session 
of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteeuth  years  of  the  reign  of  Her 
present  Majesty,  chapter  thirty-three,  intituled  •'  An  Act  to  make 
"more  effectual  provision  for  regulating  the  Police  of  Towns  and 
"  populous  Places  in  Scotland,  and  for  paviug,  draining,  cleansing, 
"  lighting,  and  improving  the  same;"  and  "The  General  Police 
"  and  Improvement  (Scotland)  Act,  1862,"  and  any  Acts  amending 
the  same  : 

<C.)  As  regards  Ireland,  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the  third  and  fourth 
years  of  the  reign  of  Her  present  Majesty,  chapter  one  hundred 
and  eight,  intituled  "An  Act  for  the  Regulation  of  Municipal 
"  Corporations  in  Ireland,"  the  Act  of  the  ninth  year  of  George 
the  Fourth,  chapter  eighty-two,  The  Towns  Improvement  (Ireland) 
Act,  1854,  and  every  local  and  personal  Act  providing  for  the 
election  of  commissioners  in  any  towns  or  places  for  purposes 
similar  to  the  purposes  of  the  said  Acts. 
The  expression  "  municipal  election  "  means —  "  Municipal 

(a.)  As  regards  England,  an  election  of  any  person  to  serve  the  office  of   e 
councillor,  auditor,   or  assessor  of  any  municipal  borough,  or  of 
councillor  for  a  ward  of  a  municipal  borough  ;  and 

(6.)  As  regards  Scotland,  an  election  of  any  person  to  serve  the  office  of 
councillor  or  commissioner  of  any  municipal  borough,  or  of  a  ward 
or  district  of  any  municipal  borough : 

(c.)  As  regards  Ireland,  an  election  of  any  person  to  serve  the  office  of 
alderman,  councillor,  commissioner,  municipal  commissioner,  town 
commissioner,  township  commissioner,  or  assessor  of  any  municipal 
borough. 

30.  This  Act  shall  apply  to  any  parliamentary  or  municipal  election  which    *     «     « 
may  be  held  after  the  passing  thereof.  of  Act. 

31.  Nothing  in  this  Act,  except  Part  III.  thereof,  shall  apply  to  any  electfos    saving, 
for  a  university  or  combination  of  universities. 

Repeal. 

32.  The  Acts  specified  in  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  schedules  to  this  AoS,    Kepeal  of 
to  the  extent  specified  in  the  third  column  of  those  schedules,  and  all  ith'5?   A  j* 3^\ 
enactments  inconsistent  with  this  Act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Provided  that  this  repeal  shall  not  affect— 
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(a.)  Any  thing  duly  done  or  suffered  under  any  enactment  hereby  repealed  | 

or 

(&.)  Any  right  or  liability  acquired,  accrued,  or  incurred  under  any  enact- 
ment hereby  repealed ;  or 
(c.)  Any  penalty,  forfeiture,  or  punishment  incurred  in  respect  of  any  offencr 

committed  against  any  enactment  hereby  repealed  ;  or 
(fh)  Any  investigation,  legal  proceeding,  or  remedy  in  respect  of  any  such 
right,  liability,  penalty,  forfeiture,   or  punishment  as  aforesaid ; 
and  any  such  investigation,  legal  proceeding,  and  remedy  may  be 
carried  on  as  if  this  Act  had  not  passed. 

33.  This  Act  may  be  cited  as  The  Ballot  Act,  1872,  and  shall  continue  in 
force  till  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty,  and  no  longer,  unless  Parliament  shall  otherwise  determine ;  and  on  the 
•aid  day  the  Acts  in  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  schedules  shall  be  thereupon 
revived ;  provided  that  such  revival  shall  not  affect  any  act  done,  any  rights 
acquired,  any  liability  or  penalty  incurred,  or  any  proceeding  pending  under 
this  Act,  but  such  proceeding  shall  be  carried  on  as  if  this  Act  had  continued 
in  force. 
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SCHEDULES. 


FIRST    SCHEDULE. 


PART  T. 

RULES  FOR  PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS. 
Electi  a 

1.  The  returning  officer  shall,  in  the  case  of  a  county  election,  within  two 
days  after  the  day  on  which  he  receives  the  writ,  and  in  the  case  of  a  borough 
election,  on  the  day  on  which  he  receives  the  writ  or  the  following  day,  give 
public  notice,  between  the  hours  of  nine  in  the  morning  and  four  in  the  after- 
noon, of  the  day  on  which  and  the  place  at  which  he  will  proceed  to  an  election 
and  of  the  time  appointed  for  the  election,  and  of  the  day  on  which  the  poll 
will  be  taken  in  case  the  election  is  contested,  and  of  the  time  and  place  at 
which  forms  of  nomination  papers  may  be  obtained,  and  in  the  case  of  a  county 
election  shall  send  one  of  such  notices    by   post,   under  cover,   to  the  post- 
master of  the  principal  post  office  of  each  polling  place  in  the  county,  endorsed 
with  the  words  "Notice  of  election,"  and  the  same  shall  be  forwarded  free 
of  charge  ;  and  the  postmaster  receiving  the  same  shall  forthwith  publish  the 
same  in  the  manner  in  which  post  office  notices  are  usually  published. 

2.  The  day  of  election  shall  be  fixed  by  the  returning  officer  as  follows  ;  that 
is  to  say,  in  the  case  of  an  election  for  a  county  or  a  district  borough  not  later 
than  the  ninth  day  after  the  day  on  which  he  receives  the  writ,  with  an  interval 
of  not  less  than  three  clear  days  between  the  day  on  which  he  gives  the  notice 
and  the  day  of  election ;  and  in  the  case  of  an  election  for  any  borough  other 
than  a  district  borough  not  later  than  the  fourth  day  after  the  day  on  which  he 
receives  the  writ,  with  an  interval  of  not  less  than  two  clear  days  between  the 
day  on  which  he  gives  the  notice  and  the  day  of  election. 

3.  The  place  of  election  shall  be  a  convenient  room  situate  in  the  town  in 
which  such  election  would  have  been  held  if  this  Act  had  not  passed,  or  where 
the  election  would  not  have  been  held  in  a  town,  then  situate  in  such  town  in 
the  county  as  the  returning  officer  may  from  time  to  time  determine  as  being  in 
Qis  opinion  most  convenient  for  the  electors. 

4.  The  time  appointed  for  the  election  shall  be  sum  two  hours  between  th» 
hours  of  ten  in  the  forenoon  and  three  in  the  afternoon  as  may  be  appointed  b 
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the  returning  officer,  and  the  returning  officer  shall  attend  during  those  tw< 
hours  and  for  one  hour  after. 

5.  Each  candidate  shall  be  nominated  by  a  separate  nomination  paper,  bul 
the  same  electors  or  any  of  them  may  subscribe  as  many  nomination  papers  as 
there  are  vacancies  to  be  tilled,  but  no  more. 

6.  Each  candidate  shall  be  described  in  the  nomination  paper  in  such  man- 
Tier  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  returning  officer  is  calculated  to  sufficiently  identify 
such  candidate ;  the  description  shall  include  his  names,  his  abode,  and   his 
rank,  profession,  or  calling,  and  his  surname  shall  come  first  in  the  list  of  his 
names.     No  objection  to  a  nomination  paper  on  the  ground  of  the  description 
of  the  candidate  therein  being  insufficient,  or  not  being  in  compliance  with  this 
rule,  shall  be  allowed  or  deemed  valid,  unless  such  objection  is  made  by  the 
returns  officer,  or  by  some  other  person,  at  or  immediately  after  the  time  cf 
the  delivery  of  the  nomination  paper. 

7.  The  returning  officer  shall  supply  a  form  of  nomination  paper  to  any 
registered  elector  requiring  the  same  during  such  two  hours  as  the  returning 
officer  may  fix,  between  the  hours  of  ten  in  the  morning  and  two  in  the  after- 
noon   on   each   day  intervening  between  the  day  on  which  notice  of    the 
election  was  given  and  the  day  of  election,  and  during  the  time  appointed  for 
the  election ;  but  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  render  obligatory  the  use  of  a  nomi- 
nation paper  supplied  by  the  returning  officer,  so,  however,  that  the  paper  be 
in  the  form  prescribed  by  this  Act. 

8.  The  nomination  papers  shall  be  delivered  to  the  returning  officer  at  the 
place  of  election  durinsr  the  time  appointed  for  the  election  ;  and  the  candidate 
nominated  by  each  nomination  paper,  and  his  proposer  and  seconder,  and  one 
other  person  selected  by  the  candidate,  and  no  person  other  than  aforesaid, 
shall,  except  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  returning  officer,  be  entitled  to 
attend  the  proceedings  during  the  time  appointed  for  the  election. 

9.  If  the  election  is  contested  the  returning  officer  shall,  as  soon  as   practi- 
cable after  adjourning  the  election,  give  public  notice  of  the  day  on  which  tha 
poll  will  be  taken,  and  of  the  candidates  described  as  in  their  respective  nomi- 
nation papers,  and  of  the  names  of  the  persons  who  subscribe  the  nomination 
paper  of  each  candidate,  and  of  the  order  in  which  the  names  of  the  candidates 
will  be  printed  in  the  ballot  paper,  and,  in  the  case  of  an  election  for  a  county, 
deliver  to  the  postmaster  of  the  principal  post  office  of  the  town  in  which  is 
situate  the  place  of  election  a  paper,  signed  by  himself,  containing  the  names 
of  the  candidates  nominated,  and  stating  the  day  on  which  the   poll  is  to  be 
taken,  and  the  postmaster  shall  forward  the  information  contained   in  such 
paper  by  telegraph,  free  of  charge,  to  the  several  postal  telegraph  offices  situate 
in  the  county  for  which  the  election  is  to  be  held,  and  such  information  shall  be 
published  forthwith  at  each  such  office  in  the  manner  in  which  post  office 
notices  are  usually  published. 

10.  If  any  candidate  nominated  during  the  time  appointed  for  the  election 
is  withdrawn  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  the  returning  officer  shall  give  public 
notice  of  the  name  of  such  candidate,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  who  sub- 
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scribed  the  nomination  paper  of  such  candidate,  as  well  ai  of  th*  carvlMatft 
who  stood  nominated  or  were  elected. 

11.  Th !  returning  officer  shall,  on  the  nomination  paper  being  delivered  to 
him,  forthwith  publish  notice  of  the  name  of  the  person  nominated  as  a  candi- 
date, and  of  the  names  of  his  proposer  and  seconder,  by  placarding  or  causing 
to  be  placarded  the  names  of  the  candidate  and  his  proposer  and  seconder  in  a 
conspicuous  position  outside  the  building  in  which  the  room  is  situate  appointed 
for  the  election 

12.  A  person  shall  not  be  entitled  to  have  his  name  inserted  in  any  ballot 
paper  as  a  candidate  unless  he  has  been  nominated  in  manner  provid*!  by  this 
Act,  and  every  person  whose  nomination  paper  has  been  delivered  to  the  return- 
ing officer  during  the  time  appointed  for  the  election  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
been  nominated  in  manner  provided  by  this  Act,  unless  objection  be  made  to 
his  nomination  paper  by  the  returning  officer  or  some  other  person  before  the 
expiration  of  the  time  appointed  for  the  election  or  within  one  hour  afterwards. 

13.  The  returning  officer  shall  decide  on  the  validity  of  every  objection 
made  to  a  nomination  paper,  and  his  decision,  if  disallowing  the  objection,  shall 
be  final ;  but  if  allowing  the  same,  shall  be  subject  to  reversal  on  petition  ques- 
tioning the  election  or  return. 

The  Poll. 

14.  The  poll  shall  take  place  on  such  day  as  the  returning  officer  may  appoint, 
not  being  in  the  case  of  an  election  for  a  county  or  a  district  borough  less  than 
two  or  more  than  six  clear  days,  and  not  being  in  the  case  of  an  election  for  a 
borough  other  than  a  district  borough  more  than  three  clear  days  after  the  day 
fixed  for  the  election. 

15.  At  every  polling  place  the  returning  officer  shall  provide  a  sufficient 
number  of  polling  stations  for  the  accommodation  of  the  electors   entitled  to 
vote  at  such  polling  place,  and  shall  distribute  the  polling  stations  amongst 
those  electors  in  such  manner  as  he  thinks  most  convenient,  provided  that  in  a 
district  borough  there  shall  be  at  least  one  polling  station  at  each  contributory 
place  of  such  borough 

16.  Each  polling  station  shall  be  furnished  with  such  number  of  compart- 
ments, in  which  the  voters  can  mark  their  votes  screened  from  observation,  as 
the  returning  officer  thinks  necessary,  so  that  at  least  one  compartment  be 
provided  for  every  one  hundred  and  fifty  electors  entitled  to  vote  at  such  polling 
station. 

17.  A  separate  room  or  separate  booth  may  contain  a  separate  polling  station, 
or  several  polling  stations  may  be  constructed  in  the  same  room  or  booth. 

18.  No  person  shall  be  admitted  to  vote  at  any  polling  station  except  the 
one  allotted  to  him. 

19.  The  returning  officer  shall  give  public  notice  of  the  situation  of  polling 
stations  and  the  description  of  voters  entitled  to  vote  at  each  station,  and  of  the 
mode  in  which  electors  are  to  vote. 

20.  The  returning  officer  shall  provide  eaca  polling  station  with  materials 
for  voters  to  mark  the  ballot  papers,  with  instruments  for  stamping  thereon  the 
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omciai  mark,  and  with  copies  of  the  register  of  voters,  or  such  part  thereof  as 
contains  the  names  of  the  voters  allotted  to  vote  at  each  station.  He  shall 
keep  the  official  mark  secret,  and  an  interval  of  not  less  than  seven  years  shall 
intervene  between  the  use  of  the  same  official  mark  at  elections  for  the  same 
county  or  borough. 

21.  The  returning  officer  shall  appoint  a  presiding  officer  to  preside  at  each 
station,  and  the  officer  so  appointed  shall  keep  order  at  his  station,  shall  regulate 
che  number  of  electors  to  be  admitted  at  a  time,  and  shall  exclude  all  other 
persons  except  the  clerk,  the  agents  of  the  candidates,  and  the  constables  on 
duty. 

22.  Every  ballot  paper  shall  contain  a  list  of  the  candidates  described  as  in 
their  respective  nomination  papers,  and  arranged  alphabetically  in  the  order  of 
their  surnames,  and  (if  there  are  two  or  more  candidates  with  the  game  surname) 
of  their  other  names  :  it  shall  be  in  the  form  set  forth  in  the  Second  Schedule 
to  this  Act  or  as  near  thereto  as  circumstances  admit,  and  shall  be  capable  of 
being  folded  up. 

23.  Every  ballot  box  shall  be  so  constructed  that  the  ballot  papers  can  be 
introduced  therein,  but  cannot  be  withdrawn  therefrom,  without  the  box  being 
unlocked.     The  presiding  officer  at  any  polling  station,  just  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  poll,  shall  show  the  ballot  box  empty  to  suchp«:sons,  if  any, 
as  may  be  present  in  such  station,  so  that  they  may  see  that  it  is  empty,  and 
shall  then  lock  it  up,  and  place  his  seal  upon  it  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent  it 
being  opened  without  breaking  such  seal,  and  shall  place  it  in  his  view  for  the 
receipt  of  ballot  papers,  and  keep  it  so  locked  and  sealed. 

24.  Immediately  before  a  ballot  paper  is  delivered  to  an  elector,  it  shall  be 
marked  on  both  sides  with  the  official  mark,  either  stamped  or  perforated,  and 
the  number,  name,  and  description  of  the  elector  as  stated  in  the  copy  of  the 
register  shall  be  called  out,  and  the  number  of  such  elector  shall  be  marked  on 
the  counterfoil,  and  a  mark  shall  be  placed  in  the  register  against  the  number 
of  the  elector,  to  denote  that  he  has  received  a  ballot  paper,  but  without  show- 
ing the  particular  ballot  paper  which  he  has  received. 

25.  The  elector,  on  receiving  the  ballot  paper,  shall  forthwith  proceed  into 
one  of  the  compartments  in  the  polling  station,  and  there  mark  his  paper,  and 
fold  it  up  so  as  to  conceal  his  vote,  and  shall  then  put  his  ballot  paper,  so  folded 
up,  into  the  ballot  box ;  he  shall  vote  without  undue  delay,  and  shall  quit  the 
polling  station  as  soon  as  he  has  put  his  ballot  paper  into  the  ballot  box. 

26.  The  presiding  officer,  on  the  application  of  any  voter  who  is  incapacitated 
by  blindness  or  other  physical  cause  from  voting  in  manner  prescribed  by  this 
Act,  or  (if  the  poll  be  taken  on  Saturday)  of  any  voter  who  declares  that  he  is 
of  the  Jewish  persuasion,  and  objects  on  religious  grounds  to  vote  in  manner 
prescribed  by  this  Act,  or  of  any  voter  who  makes  such  a  declaration  as  herein- 
after mentioned  that  he  is  unable  to  read,  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  agents 
of  the  candidates,  cause  the  vote  of  such  voter  to  be  marked  on  a  ballot  paper 
in  manner  directed  by  such  voter,  and  the  ballot  paper  to  bo  placed  in  the  ballot 
box,  and  the  name  and  number  on  the  register  of  voters  of  every  voter  whose 
vote  is  marked  in  pursuance  of  this  rule,  and  the  reason  why  it  is  so  marked. 
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shall  be  entered  on  a  list,  in  this  Act  called  "the  list  of  votes  »  ^ced  by  the 
preHkling  officer." 

The  said  declaration,  in  this  Act  referred  to  as  "  the  declaration  of  inability 
to  read,"  shall  be  made  by  the  voter  at  the  time  of  polling,  before  the  presiding 
officer,  who  shall  attest  it  in  the  form  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  no  fee,  stamp, 
or  other  payment  shall  be  charged  in  respect  of  such  declaration,  and  the  said 
declaration  shall  be  given  to  the  presiding  officer  at  the  time  of  voting. 

27.  If  a  person,  representing  himself  to  be  a  particular  elector  named  on 
the  register,  applies  for  a  ballot  paper  after  another  person  has  voted  as  such 
elector,  the  applicant  shall,  upon  duly  answering  the  questions  and  taking  the 
oath  permitted  by  law  to  be  asked  of  and  to  be  administered  to  voters  at  the 
time  of  polling,  be  entitled  to  mark  a  ballot  paper  in  the  same  manner  as  any 
other  voter,  but  the  ballot  paper  (in  thia  Act  called  a  tendered  ballot  paper) 
shall  be  of  a  colour  differing  from  the  other  ballot  papers,  and,  instead  of  being 
put  into  the  ballot  box,  shall  be  given  to  the  presiding  off  cer  and  endorsed  by 
him  with  the  name  of  the  voter  and  his  number  in  the  register  of  voters,  and 
set  aside  in  a  separate  packet,  and  shall  not  be  counted  by  the  returning  officer. 
And  the  name  of  the  voter  and  his  number  on  the  register  shall  be  entered  on 
a  list,  in  this  Act  called  the  tendered  votes  list. 

28.  A  voter  who  has  inadvertently  dealt  with  his  ballot  paper  in  such 
manner  that  it  cannot  be  conveniently  used  as  a  ballot  paper,  may,  on  deliver- 
ing to  the  presiding  officer  the  ballot  paper  so  inadvertently  dealt  with,  and 
proving  the  fact  of  the  inadvertence  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  presiding  officer, 
obtain  another  ballot  paper  in  the  place  of  the  ballot  paper  so  delivered  up  (iu 
this  Act  called  a  spoilt  ballot  paper),  and  the  spoilt  ballot  paper  shall  be  imme- 
diately cancelled. 

29.  The  presiding  officer  of  each  station,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the 
close  of  the  poll,  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  agents  of  the  candidates,  make 
up  into  separate  packets  sealed  with  his  own  seal  and  the  seals  of  such  agents  of 
the  candidates  as  desire  to  affix  their  seals, — 

(L)  Each  ballot  box  in  use  at  his  station,  unopened  but  with  the  key 
attached  ;  and 

(2.)  The  unused  and  spoilt  ballot  papers,  placed  together;  and 

(3,)  The  tendered  ballot  papers  ;  and 

(4.)  The  marked  copies  of  the  register  of  voters,  and  the  counterfoils  of  the 
ballot  papers  ;  and 

(5.)  The  tendered  votes  list,  and  the  list  of  votes  marked  by  the  presiding 
officer,  and  a  statement  of  the  number  of  the  voters  whose  votes 
are  so  marked  by  the  presiding  officer  under  the  heads  "  physical 
incapacity,"  "  Jews,"  and  "  unable  to  read,"  and  the  declarations 
of  inability  to  read ; 
.and  shall  deliver  such  packets  to  the  returning  officer. 

30.  The  packets  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  statement  made  by  such  pre- 
-  siding  officer,  showing  the  number  of  ballot  papers  entrusted  to  him,    and 
accounting  for  them  under  the  heads  of  ballot  papers  in  the  ballot  box,  unused, 
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spoilt,  and  tendered  ballot  papers,  which  statement  is  in  this  Act  referred  to  as 
the  ballot  paper  account. 

Counting  Votes. 

31.  The  candidates  may  respectively  appoint  agents  to  attend  the  counting 
of  the  votes. 

32.  The  returning  officer  shall  make  arrangements  for  counting  the  votes  in 
the  presence  of  the  agents  of  the  candidates  as  soon  as  practicable   after  the 
close  of  the  poll,  and  shall  give  to  the   agents  of  the  candidates  appointed  to 
attend  at  the  counting  of  the  votes  notice  in  writing  of  the  time  and  place  at 
which  he  will  begin  to  count  the  same. 

33.  The  returning  officer,  his  assistants,  and  clerks,  and  the  agents  of  the 
candidates,  and  no  other  person,   except  with  the  sanction  of  the  returning 
officer,  may  be  present  at  the  counting  of  the  votes. 

34.  Before  the  returning  officer  proceeds  to  count  the  votes,  he  shall,  in  the 
presence  of  the  agen  fcs  of  the  candidates,  open  each  ballot  box,  and,  taking  out 
the  papers  therein,  shall  count  and  record  the  number  thereof,  and  then  mix 
together  the  whole  of  the  ballot  papers  contained  in  the  ballot  boxes.     The 
returning  officer,  while  counting  and  recording  the  number  of  ballot  papers  and 
counting  the  votes,  shall  keep  the  ballot  papers  with  their  faces  upwards,  and 
take  all  proper  precautions  for  preventing  any  person  from  seeing  the  numbers 
printed  on  the  backs  of  such  papers. 

35.  The  returning  officer  shall,  so  far  as  practicable,  proceed  continuously 
with  counting  the  votes,  allowing  only  time  for  refreshment,  and  excluding 
(except  so  far  as  he  and  the  agent  otherwise  agree)  the  hours  between  seven 
o'clock  at  night  and  nine  o'clock  on  the  succeeding  morning.     During  the 
excluded  time  the  returning  officer  shall  place  the  ballot  papers  and  other  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  election  under  his  own  seal  and  the  seals  of  such  of  the 
agents  of  the  candidates  as  desire  to  affix  their  seals,  and  shall  otherwise  take 
proper  precautions  for  the  security  of  such  papers  and  documents. 

36.  The  returning  officer  shall  endorse   "rejected"  on  any  ballot  paper 
which  he  may  reject  as  invalid,  and  shall  add  to  the  endorsement   "  rejection 
objected  to,"  if  an  objection  be  in  fact  made  by  any  agent  to  his  decision.    The 
returning  officer  shall  report  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery  the  number 
Df  ballot  papers  rejected  and  not  counted  by  him  under  the  several  heads  of — 

1.  Want  of  official  mark  ; 

2.  Voting  for  more  candidates  than  entitled  to  ; 

3.  Writing  or  mark  by  which  voter  could  be  identified ; 

4.  Unmarked  or  void  for  uncertainty  ; 

and  shall  on  request  allow  any  agents  of  the  candidates,  before  such  report  is 
lent,  to  copy  it. 

37.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  counting,  the  returning  officer  shall  seal  up 
in  separate  packets  the  counted  and  rejected  ballot  papers.     He  shall  not  open 
the  sealed  packet  of  tendered  ballot  papers  or  marked  copy  of  the  register  of 
voters  and  counterfoils,  but  shall  proceed,  in  the  presence  of  the  agents  of  the 
candidates,  to  verify  the  ballot  paper  account  given  by  each  presiding  officer  by 
comparing  it  with  the  number  of  ballot  papers  recorded  by  him  as  aforesaid, 
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and  the  unused  and  spoiled  ballot  papers  in  his  possession  and  the  tendered  votes 
list,  aiul  shall  reaoal  each  sealed  packet  after  examination.  The  returning 
officer  shall  report  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery  the  result  of  such 
v«  r.  tu-:it ion,  and  shall,  on  request,  allow  any  agents  of  the  candidates,  before 
such  report  is  sent,  to  copy  it. 

38.  Lastly,  the  returning  officer  shail  forward  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in 
Chancery  (in  manner  in  which  the  poll  books  are  by  any  existing  enactment 
required  to  be  forwarded  to  such  clerk,   or  as  near  thereto  as  circumstances 
admit)  all  the  packets  of  ballot  papers  in  his  possession,  together  with  the  said 
reports,  the  ballot  paper  accounts,  tendered  votes  lists,  lists  of  votes  marked 
by  the  presiding  officer,  statements  relating  thereto,  declarations  of  inability  to 
read,  and  packets  of  counterfoils,  and  marked  copies  of  registers,  sent  by  each 
presiding  officer,  endorsing  on  each  packet  a  description  of  its  contents  and  the 
date  of  the  election  to  which  they  relate,  and  the  name  of  the  county  or  borough 
for  which  such  election  was  held ;  and  the  term  poll  book  in  any  such  enact- 
ment shall  be  construed  to  include  any  document  forwarded  in  pursuance  of 
this  rule. 

39.  The  Clerk  of  the  Crown  shall  retain  for  a  year  all  documents  relating  to 
an  election  forwarded  to  him  in  pursuance  of  this  Act  by  a  returning  officer, 
ami  then,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  an  order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  or 
of  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Superior  Courts,  shall  cause  them  to  be  destroyed. 

40.  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  inspect  any  rejected  ballot  papers  in  the 
custody  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery,  except  under  the  order  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  or  under  the  order  of  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Superior  Courts,, 
to  be  granted  by  such  court  on  being  satisfied  by  evidence  on  oath  that  the 
inspection  or  production  of  such  ballot  papers  is  required  for  the  purpose  of 
instituting  or  maintaining  a  prosecution  for  an  offence  in  relation  to  ballot 
papers,  or  for  the  purpose  of  a  petition  questioning  an  election  or  return ;  and 
any  such  order  for  the  inspection  or  production  of  ballot  papers  may  be  made 
subject  to  such  conditions  as  to  persons,  time,  place,  and  mode  of  inspection  or 
production  as  the  House  or  court  making  the  same  may  think  expedient,  and 
shall  be  obeyed  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery.    Any  power  given  to 
a  court  by  this  rule  may  be  exercised  by  any  judge  of  such  court  at  chambers. 

41.  No  person   shall,  except  by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons  or  any 
tribunal  having  cognizance  of  petitions  complaining  of  undue  i  eiurns  or  undue 
elections,  open  the  sealed  packet  of  counterfoils  after  the  same  has  been  once 
sealed  up,  or  be  allowed  to  inspect  any  counted  ballot  papers  in  the  custody  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery  ;  such  order  may  be  made  subject  to  such 
conditions  as  to  persons,  time,  place,  and  mode  of  opening  or  inspection  as  the 
House  or  tribunal  making  the  order  may  think  expedient ;  provided  that  on 
making  and  carrying  into  effect  any  such  order,  care  shall  be  taken  that  the 
mode  in  which  any  particular  elector  has  voted  shall  not  be  discovered  until  he 
has  been  proved  to  have  voted,  and  his  vote  has  been  declare-!  by  a  competent 
court  to  be  invalid. 

4±     All  documents  forwarded  by  a  returning  officer  in  pursu»nce  of  this  Act 
to  the  Olerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery,  other  than  ballot  papers  and  counter- 
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foils,  shall  be  open  to  public  inspection  at  such  time  and  under  such  regulations 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Cle.k  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  shall 
supply  copies  of  or  extracts  from  the  said  documents  to  any  person  demanding 
the  same,  on  payment  of  such  fees  and  subject  to  such  regulations  as  may  be 
sanctioned  by  the  Treasury. 

43.  Where  an  order  is  made  for  the  production  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
in  Chancery  of  any  document  in  his  possession  relating  to  any  specified  election, 
the  production  by  such  clerk  or  his  agent  of  the  document  ordered,  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  directed  by  such  order,  or  by  a  rule  of  the  court  having 
power  to  make  such  order,  shall  be  conclusive  evidence  that  such  document 
relates  to  the  specified  election ;  and  any  endorsement  appearing  on  any  packet 
of  ballot  papers  produced  by  such  Clerk  of  the  Crown  or  his  agent  shall  be 
evidence  of  such  papers  being  what  they  are  stated  to  be  by  the  endorsement. 
The  production  from  proper  custody  of  a  ballot  paper  purporting  to  have  been 
used  at  any  election,  and  of  a  counterfoil  marked  with  the  same  printed  number 
and  having  a  number  marked  thereon  in  writing,  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence 
that  the  person  who  voted  by  such  ballot  paper  was  the  person  who  at  the  time 
of  such  election  had  affixed  to  his  name  in  the  register  of  voters  at  such  election 
the  same  number  as  the  number  written  on  such  counterfoil. 

General  Provisions. 

r  44.  Qhe  return  of  a  member  or  members  elected  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 
any  county  or  borough  shall  be  made  by  a  certificate  of  the  names  of  such 
member  or  members  under  the  hand  of  the  returning  officer  endorsed  on  the 
writ  of  election  for  such  county  or  borough,  and  such  certificate  shall  have 
effect  and  be  dealt  with  in  like  manner  as  the  return  under  the  existing  law, 
and  the  returning  officer  may,  if  he  think  fit,  deliver  the  writ  with  such  certifi- 
cate endorrsed  t  o  the  postmaster  of  the  principal  post  office  of  the  place  of 
election,  or  his  deputy,  and  in  that  case  he  shall  take  a  receipt  from  the  post- 
master or  his  deputy  for  the  same ;  and  such  postmaster  or  his  deputy  shall 
then  forward  the  same  by  the  first  post,  free  of  charge,  under  cover,  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown,  with  the  words  "Election  Writ  and  Return"  endorsed 
thereon. 

45.  The  returning  officer  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  give  public  notice  of  the 
names  of  the  candidates  elected,  and  in  the  case  of  a  contested  election,  of  the 
total  number  of   votes  given  for  each  candidate,  whether  elected  or  not.  *«*«>- 

46.  Where  the    returning  officer  is  required  or  authorised  by  this  Act  to 
give  any  public  notice,  he  shall  carry  such  requirement  into  effect  by  advertise- 
ments, placards,  handbills,  or  such  other  means  as  he  thinks  best  calculated  to 
afford  information  to  the  electors. 

47.  The  returning  officer  may,  if  he  think  fit,  preside  at  any  polling  station, 
and  the  provisions  of  this  Act  relating  to  a  presiding  officer  shall  apply  to  such 
returning  officer  with  the  necessary  modifications  as  to  things  to  be  done  by  the 
returning  officer  to  the  presiding  officer,  or  the  presiding  officer  to  the  returning 
officer. 
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48.  In  the  case  of  a  contested  election  for  any  county  or  borough,  the  return- 
ing officer  may,  in  addition  to  any  clerks,  appoint  competent  persons  to  assist 
him  in  counting  the  votes. 

49.  No  person  shall  be  appointed  by  a  returning  officer  for  the  purposes  of 
an  election  who  has  been  employed  by  any  other  person  in  or  about  the  election. 

50.  The  presiding  officer  may  do,  by  the  clerks  appointed  to  assist  him,  any 
act  which  he  is  required  or  authorised  to  do  by  this  Act  at  a  polling  station 
except  ordering  the  arrest,  exclusion,  or  ejection  from  the  polling  station  of  any 

person. 

51.  A  candidate  may  himself  undertake  the  duties  which  any  agent  of  his,  if 
appointed,  might  have  undertaken,  or  may  assist  his  agent  in  the  performance 
of  such  duties,  and  may  be  present  at  any  place  at  which  his  agent  may,  in 
pursuance  of  this  Act,  attend. 

52.  The  name  and  address  of  every  agent  of  a  candidate  appointed  to  attend 
the  counting  of  the  votes  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  returning  officer  one  clear 
day  at  the  least  before  the  opening  of  the  poll ;   and  the  returning  officer  may 
refuse  to  admit  to  the  place  where  the  votes  are  counted  any  agent  whose  name 
and  address  has  not  been  so  transmitted,  notwithstanding  that  his  appointment 
may  be  otherwise  valid,  and  any  notice  required  to  be  given  to  any  agent  by  the 
returning  officer  may  be  delivered  at  or  sent  by  post  to  such  address. 

53.  If  any  person  appointed  an  agent  by  a  candidate  for  the  purposes  of 
attendirg  at  the  polling  station  or  at  the  counting  of  the  votes  dies,  or  becomes 
incapable  of  acting  during  the  time  of  the  election,  the  candidate  may  appoint 
another  agent  in  his  place,  and  shall  forthwith  give  to  the  returning  officer 
notice  in  writing  of  the  name  and  address  of  the  agent  so  appointed. 

54.  Every  returning  officer,  and  every  officer,  clerk  or  agent  authorised  to 
attend  at  a  polling  station,  or  at  the  counting  of  the  votes,  shall,  before  the 
opening  of  the  poll,  make  a  statutory  declaration  of  secrecy,  in  the  presence,  if 
he  is  the  returning  officer,  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  if  he  is  any  other 
officer  or  an  agent,  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  of  the  returning  officer ;  but  no 
such  returning  officer,  officer,  clerk,  or  agent,  as  aforesaid  shall,  save  as  aforesaid, 
be  required,  as  such,  to  make  any  declaration  or  take  any  oath  on  the  occasion 
of  any  election. 

55.  "Where  in  this  Act  any  expressions  are  used  requiring  or  authorising  or 
inferring  that  any  act  or  thing  is  to  be  done  in  the  presence  of  the  agents  of  the 

candidates,  such  expressions  shall  be  deemed  to  refer  to  the  presence  of  such 
agents  cf  the  candidates  as  may  be  authorised  to  attend,  and  as  have  in  fact 
attended,  at  the  time  and  place  where  such  act  or  thing  is  being  done,  and  the 
non-attendance  of  any  agents  or  agent  at  such  time  and  place  shall  not,  if  such 
act  or  thing  be  otherwise  duly  done,  in  anywise  invalidate  the  act  or  thing  done. 

56.  In  reckoning  time  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  Sunday,  Christmas-day, 
Good  Friday,  and  any  day  set  apart  for  a  public  fast  or  public  thanksgiving, 
shall  be  excluded  ;  and  where  anything  is  required  by  this  Act  to  be  done  on 
any  day  which  falls  on  the  above-mentioned  days  such  thing  maybe  done  on  the 
next  day,  unless  it  is  one  of  the  days  excluded  as  above  mentioned. 

X 
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57,  In  tins  Act— 

The  expression  "  district  borough  "  means  the  borough  of  Monmouth  and 
any  of  the  boroughs  specified  in  Schedule  E.  to  the  Act  of  the  session 
jf  the  second  and  third  years  of  the  reign  of  King  William  the  Fourth, 
chapter  forty-five,  intituled  "An  Act  to  amend  the  Representation  of 
"  the  People  in  England  and  Wales ; "  and 

The  expression  "polling  place"  means,  in  the  case  of. a  borough,  such 
borough  or  any  part  thereof  in  which  a  separate  booth  is  required  or 
authorised  by  law  to  be  provided  ;  and 

The  expression  "  agents  of  the  candidates,"  used  in  relation  to  a  polling 
station,  means  agents  appointed  in  pursuance  of  section  eighty-five  of 
the  Act  of  the  session  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  years  of  the  reign  of 
Her  present  Majesty,  chapter  eighteen. 

Modifications  in  Application  of  Part  one  of  Schedule  to  Scotla'.ul. 

58.  In  Scotland,  the  place  of  election  shall  be  a  convenient  room  situate   in 
the  town  in  which  the  writ  for  the  election  would,  if  this  Act  had  not  passed, 
have  been  proclaimed. 

52.  In  Scotland  the  candidates  may  respectively  appoint  agents  to  attend  at 
the  polling  stations.  The  ballot  papers  and  other  documents  other  than  the- 
return  required  to  be  sent  to  and  kept  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery, 
shall,  in  Scotland,  be  kept  by  the  sheriff  clerks  of  the  respective  counties  in 
which  the  returns  (including  those  for  burghs)  are  made,  and  the  provisions  of 
this  Schedule  relating  thereto  shall  be  construed  as  if  the  sheriff  clerk  were 
substituted  for  Clerk  ot  the  Crown  in  Chancery. 

60.  In  Scotland,  the  term  "district  borough"  shall   mean  the  combined 
burghs  and  towns  specified  in  Schedule  E.  of  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the 
second  and  third  years  of  the  reign  of  King  William  the  Fourth,  chapter  sixty- 
five,  intituled  "  An  Act  to  amend  the  Representation  of  the  People  in  Scotland  ;  '* 
and  in  Schedule  A.  of  the  Representation  of  the  People  (Scotland)  Act,  1868. 

61.  The  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the  second  and  third  years  of 
the  reign  of  King  William  the  Fourth,  chapter  sixty-five,  intituled  "An  Act  to 
"  amend  the  Representation  of  the  People  in  Scotland,"  in  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  the  fixing  and  announcement  of  the  day  of  election,  the  interval  to  elapse 
between  the  receipt  of  the  writ  and  the  day  of  election,  the  period  of  adjourn- 
ment for  taking  the  poll  in  the  case  of  Orkney  and  Shetland,  and  of  the  district 
of  burghs  comprising  Kirkwall,  Wick,  Dornoch,  Din?wall,  Tain,  and  Cromarty, 
and  to  the  keeping  open  of  the  poll  for  two  consecutive  days  in  the  case  of 
Orkney  and  Shetland,  shall  remain  in  full  force  and  effect,  anything  in  this  Act 
or  any  other  Act  of  Parliament  now  in  force  notwithstanding  ;  but  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  exclude  Orkney  and  Shetland  or  Orkney 
or  Shetland,  or  the  said  district  of  burghs,  or  any  of  the  burghs  in  the  said, 
district,  from  any  of  the  benefits  and  obligations  of  the  other  portions  of  this 
Act. 
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Modification*  in  Application  of  Part  one  of  Schedule  to  Ireland. 

62.  The  expression  "Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery"  in  this  schedule 
ehall  mean,  as  regards  Ireland,  "the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  and  Hamper  in 
Ireland." 

63.  A  presiding  officer  at  a  polling  station  in  a  county  in  Ireland  need  not 
be  a  freeholder  of  the  county. 

PABT  II. 
RULES  FOR  MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS. 

64.  In  the  application  of  the  provisions  of  this  schedule  to  municipal  elec- 
tions the  following  modifications  shall  be  made  : — 

(a)  The  expression  "register  of  voters"  means  the  burgess  roll  of  the 
burgesses  in  the  borough,  or,  in  the  case  of  an  election  for  the  ward 
of  a  borough,  the  ward  list ;  and  the  mayor  shall  provide  true 
copies  of  such  register  for  each  polling  station  : 

(6)  All  ballot  papers  and  other  documents  which,  in  the  case  of  a  parlia- 
mentary election,  are  forwarded  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in 
Chancery  snail  be  delivered  to  the  town  clerk  of  the  municipal 
borough  in  which  the  election  is  held,  and  shall  be  kept  by  him 
among  the  records  of  the  borough  ;  and  the  provisions  of  part  one 
of  this  schedule  with  respect  to  the  inspection,  production,  and 
destruction  of  such  ballot  papers  and  documents,  and  to  the  copies 
of  such  documents,  shall  apply  respectively  to  the  ballot  papers 
and  documents  so  in  the  custody  of  the  town  clerk,  with  these 
modifications ;  namely, 

(a)  An  order  of  the  county  court  having  jurisdiction  in  the  borough,  or  any 
part  thereof,  or  of  any  tribunal  in  which  a  munic  ipal  election  is 
questioned,  shall  be  substituted  for  an  order  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, or  of  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Superior  Courts  ;  but  an  appeal 
from  such  county  court  may  be  had  in  like  manner  as  in  other 
cases  in  such  county  court : 

(6)  The  regulations  "for  the  inspection  of  documents  and  the  fees  for  the 
supply  of  copies  of  documents  of  which  copies  are  directed  to  be 
supplied,  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  council  of  the  borough  with  the 
consent  of  one  of  her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State ; 
and,  subject  as  aforesaid,  the  town  clerk,  in  respect  of  the  custody 
and  destruction  of  the  ballot  papers  and  other  documents  coming 
into  his  possession  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  shall  be  subject  to  the 
directions  of  the  council  of  the  borough : 

(c)  Nothing  in  this  schedule  with  respect  to  the  day  of  the  poll  shall  apply 
to  a  municipal  election. 
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Modifications  in  Application  of  Part  II.  of  Schedule  to  Scotland. 

65.  In  part  two  of  this  schedule  as  applying  to  Scotland— 

The  expression  "register  of  voters"  means  the  register,  list,  01  roll  of  persona 
entitled  to  vote  in  a  municipal  election  made  up  according  to  the  law  for 
the  time  being  in  force. 

The  expression  "  county  court "  means  the  sheriff  court. 

The  expression  "  town  clerk  "  includes  the  clerk  appointed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Police  under  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the  thirteenth  and  four- 
teenth years  of  the  reign  of  her  present  Majesty,  chapter  thirty- three, 
intituled  "An  Act  to  make  more  effectual  provision  for  regulating  the 
"  police  of  towns  and  populous  places  in  Scotland,  and  for  paving,  draining, 
"cleansing,  lighting,  and  improving  the  same,"  and  of  the  General  Police 
and  Improvement  (Scotland)  Act,  1862. 

Modifications  in  Application  of  Part  II.  of  Schedule  to  Ireland. 

66.  In  part  two  of  this  schedule  as  applying  to  Ireland— 

The  expression  "register  of  voters,"  in  addition  to  the  meaning  specified  in 
such  part,  means,  in  relation  to  any  municipal  borough  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  a  Local  Act  requiring  an  annual  revision  of  the  lists  of  voters 
at  municipal  elections,  the  register  of  voters  made  in  conformity  with  the 
said  provisions  of  such  Local  Act,  and  in  relation  to  municipal  boroughs  to 
which  Part  II.  of  the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1871,  applies,  the 
list  to  be  made  under  the  provisions  of  section  twenty-seven  of  the  said 
Act,  and  in  relation  to  other  municipal  boroughs  a  list  which  the  town 
clerk  of  every  municipal  borough  is  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to  make, 
in  like  manner  in  every  respect  as  if  the  provisions  of  the  said  section  were 
applicable  to  and  in  force  within  such  municipal  borough. 

The  expression  "county  court "  means  the  Civil  Bill  Court. 

The  expression  "town  clerk"  includes  clerk  to  the  commissioners,  municipal 
commissioners,  town  commissioners,  or  township  commissioners  of  any 
municipal  borough,  and  any  person  executing  the  duties  of  such  town 
clerk. 

The  expression  "  council  of  the  borough  "  includes  commissioners,  municipal 
commissioners,  and  town  commissioners  of  the  town,  and  town  commis- 
sioners of  the  township. 

The  expression  "one  of  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  "meani 
the  Chief  Secretary  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
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SECOND   SCHEDULE. 


Note.—  The  forms  contained  in  this  schedule,  or  forms  an  nearly  resembling 
the  same  as  circumstances  will  admit,  shall  be  used  in  all  cases  to  which  they 
refer  and  are  applicable,  and  when  so  used  shall  be  sufficient  in  law. 


Writ  for  a  County  or  Borough  at  a  Parliamentary  Election. 

*  Victoria,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  Queen,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  to  the  t 

of  the  county  [or  borough]  of 
greeting : 

$  Whereas  by  the  advice  of  our  Council  we  have  ordered  a  Parliament  to  be 
holden  at  Westminster  on  the  day  of 

next.    We  command  you  that,  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  election  being 
first  duly  given,  you  do  cause  election  to  be  made  according  to  law  of 
members  [or  a  member]  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  said  county  [or  the 
division  of  the  said  county  [or  the  borough,  or  as  the  case 

may  be]  of  §  and  that  you  do  cause  the  names  of 

such  members  [or  member]  when  so  elected,  whether  they  [or  he]  be  present  or 
absent,  to  be  certified  to  us,  in  our  Chancery,  without  delay. 

Witness  ourself  at  Westminster,  the  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  reign,  in  the  year  of  our 

Lord  18 


Label  or  direction  of  Writ. 

To  the  t  of 

A  writ  of  a  new  election  of  members  [or  member]  for  the  said  county  [or 
division  of  a  county  or  borough,  or  as  the  case  may  be]. 


Endorsement. 

Received  the  within  writ  on  the  day  of  13 

(Signed)        A.B., 
High  Sheriff,]  or  Sheriff,  or  Mayor,  or  as  the  case  may  be]. 


Certificate  endorsed  on  the  Writ. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  the  members  [or  member]  elected  for 
in  pursuance  of  the  within- written  writ,  are  [or  is]  A.E.  of 
in  the  county  of  and  C.D.  of 

iu  the  county  of  . 

(Signed)  A.B., 

High  Sheriff  [or  Sheriff,  or  Mayor,  or  as  the  case  may  5e]i 
Note.— A  separate  writ  will  be  issued  for  each  county  as  defined  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  parliamentary  election. 


Form  of  Notice  of  Parliamentary  Election. 

The  returning  officer  of  the  of 

will,  on  the  day  of  now  next  ensuing, 

between  the  hours  of  and  ,  proceed  to 

the  nomination,  and,  if  there  is  no  opposition,  to  the  election,  of  a  member  [or 
members]  for  the  said  county  [or  division  of  a  county  or  borough]  at  the* 
*NOTE.— In-      Forms  of  nomination  paper  may  be  obtained  at  *, 

tion  of  place  between  the  hours  of  and  on 

m*  Every  nomination  paper  must  be  signed  by  two  registered  electors  as  proposer 
and  seconder,  and  by  eight  other  registered  electors  as  assenting  to  the  nomi- 
nation. 

Every  nomination  paper  must  be  delivered  to  the  returning  officer  by  the 
candidate  proposed,  or  by  his  proposer  and  seconder,  betvven  the  said  hours  of 

and  on  the  said 

day  of  at  the  said  *. 

Each  candidate  nominated,  and  his  proposer  and  seconder,  and  one  other 
person  selected  by  the  candidate,  and  no  other  persons,  are  entitled  to  be 
admitted  to  the  room. 

In  the  event  of  the  election  being  contested,  the  poll  will  take  place  on  the 
day  of  . 

(Signed)  A.B., 

Sheriff  [or  Mayor,  or  as  the  case  may  be], 

day  of  18 

Take  notice,  that  all  persons  who  are  guilty  of  bribery,  treating,  undu« 
influence,  personation,  or  other  corrupt  practices  at  the  said  election  will,  on 
conviction  of  such  offence,  be  liable  to  the  penalties  mentioned  in  that  behalf  in 
"The  Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Act,  1854,"  and  the  Ballot  Act,  1872,  and 
the  Acts  amending  the  said  Acts. 
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Form  of  Nomination  Paper  in  Parliamentary  Election. 

We,  the  undersigned  A.It,  of  in  the 

of  and  C.D.  of  in  the 

of  ,  being  electors  for  the  of,  do 

hereby  nominate  the  following  person  as  a  proper  person  to  serve  as  member 
for  the  said  in  Parliament : 


Surname. 

Other  Names. 

Abode. 

Rank, 
Profession,  or 
Occupation. 

BBOWN 

JOHN 

52,  George    Street, 
Bristol. 

Merchant. 

JONES 

or 
WILLIAM  DAVID  - 

High  Elms,  Wilts. 

Esquire. 

MERTON 

or 
Hon.  GEORGE  TRA- 
VIS,    commonly 
called  Viscount. 

Swanworth,  Berks. 

Viscount. 

SMITH 

Or 

HENRY  SYDNEY    - 

72,  High  St.,  Bath. 

Attorney. 

(Signed) 


A.B. 
C.D. 


We  the  undersigned,  being  registered  electors  of  the  , 

do  hereby  assent  to  the  nomination  of  the  above-mentioned  John  Brown  as  a 
proper  person  to  serve  as  a  member  for  the  said 
in  Parliament 

(Signed)        KF.  of 
G.H.  of 
I.J.  of 
K.L.  of 
M.N.  of 
O.P.  of 
Q.R.  of 
S.T.  of 


e.—  Where  a  candidate  is  an  Irish  peer,  or  is  commonly  known  by  some 
title,  he  may  be  described  by  his  title  as  if  it  were  his  surname. 

Form  of  Nomination  Paper  in  Municipal  Election,-. 

Note.  —  The  form  of  nomination  paper  in  a  municipal  election  shall  as  nearly 
as  circumstances  admit  be  the  same  as  in  the  case  of  a  parliamentary  election 
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Form  of  Ballot  Paper. 
Form  of  Front  of  Ballot  Paper. 


Counterfoil 
No.  1. 


Note : 

The  coun- 
terfoil is  to 
have  a  number 
to  correspond 
with  that  on 
the  back  of  the 
Ballot  Paper. 


IXXJ 

rxxi 

1 

BROWN 

'xxj 

_L 

(John  Brown,  of  52,  George 

St.,  Bristol,  merchant.) 

I  XX) 

xxxxx: 
xxxxx: 

2 

JONES 

(William  David  Jones,  of 
High  Elms,  Wilts,  Esq. 

xxxxx 
xxxxx 

3 

MERTON 

(Hon.  George  Travis,  com- 
monly called  Viscount 
Merton,  of  Swanworth, 
Berks.) 

rxx  i  - 

IXXJ 

rxx^ 

SMITH 

IXXJ 

rxx^ 

V  Y  '     . 

4 

(Henry  Sidney  Smith,  of  72, 
High  St.,  Bath,  attorney.) 

No. 


Election  for 
18 


Form  of  Back  of  Ballot  Paper. 

county  [or  borough,  or  ward]. 


Note. — The  number  on  the  ballot  paper  is  to  correspond  with  that  in  the 
counterfoil. 


Directions  as  to  printing  Ballot  Paper. 

Nothing  is  to  be  printed  on  the  ballot  paper  except  in  accordance  with  this 
schedule. 

The  surname  of  each  candidate,  and  if  there  are  two  or  more  candidates  of 
the  same  surname,  also  the  other  names  of  such  candidates,  shall  be  printed 
in  large  characters,  as  shown  in  the  form,  and  the  names,  addresses,  and 
descriptions,  and  the  number  on  the  back  of  the  paper,  shall  be  [printed  in 
small  characters. 
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Form  of  Direction i  for  the  Guidance  of  the  Voter  in  voting,  which  shall  be  printed 
in  conspicuous  Characters,  and  placarded  outride  every  Polling  Station  and  in 
every  Compartment  of  every  Polling  Station. 

The  voter  may  vote  for  candidate 

The  voter  will  go  into  one  of  the  compartments,  and,  with  the  pencil  pro- 
vided in  the  compartment,  place  a  cross  on  the  right-hand  side,  opposite  the 
name  of  each  candidate  for  whom  he  votes,  thusX 

The  voter  will  then  fold  up  the  ballot  paper  so  as  to  show  the  official  mark 
on  the  back,  and  leaving  the  compartment  will,  without  showing  the  front  of 
the  paper  to  any  person,  show  the  official  mark  on  the  back  to  the  presiding 
officer,  and  then,  in  the  presence  of  the  presiding  officer,  put  the  paper  into 
the  ballot  box,  and  forthwith  quit  the  polling  station. 

If  the  voter  inadvertently  spoils  a  ballot  paper,  he  can  return  it  to  the  officer, 
who  will,  if  satisfied  of  such  inadvertence,  give  him  another  paper. 

If  the  voter  vote  for  more  than  candidate  ,  or  places  any  mark  on 

the  paper  by  which  he  may  be  afterwards  identified,  his  ballot  paper  will  be 
void,  and  will  not  be  counted. 

If  the  voter  takes  a  ballot  paper  out  of  the  polling  station,  or  deposits  in  the 
ballot  box  any  other  paper  than  the  one  given  him  by  the  officer,  he  will  be 
guilty  of  ja  misdemeanor,  and  be  subject  to  imprisonment  for  any  term  not 
exceeding  six  months,  with  or  without  hard  labour. 

Note.—  These  directions  shall  be  illustrated  by  examples  of  the  ballot  paper. 


Form  of  Statutory  Declaration  of  Secrecy. 
I  solemnly  promise  and  declare,  That  I  will  not  at  this  election  for 

do  anything  forbidden  by  Section  Four  of  The  Ballot  Act,  1872,  which 
has  been  read  to  me. 

Note.—  This  section  must  be  read  to  the  declarant  by  the  person  taking  the 
declaration. 


Form  of  Declaration  of  inability  to  read. 

I,  A.B.,  of  ,  being  numbered  on  the 

Register  of  Voter  for  the  county  [or  borough]  of 
do  hereby  declare  that  I  am  unable  to  read. 

A.B.,          his  mark, 
day  of 

I,  the  undersigned,  being  the  presiding  officer  for  the 

polling  station  for  the  county  [or  borough]  of  »  do 

hereby  certify,  that  the  above  declaration,  having  been  first  read  to  the  above- 
named  A.B.,  was  signed  by  him  in  my  presence  with  his  mark. 

Signed,  C.D., 
Presiding  officer  for  polling  station 

for  the  county  [or  borough]  of 
day  of 
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THIRD  SCHEDULE. 

Provisions  of  Kegistration  Acts  referred  to  in  Part  III.  of  the  foregoing 

Act. 


Session  and  Chapter. 

Title. 

Part  applied. 

As  to  England. 


6  &  7  Vic.  c.  18 


An  Act  to  amend  the  law 
for  the  registration  of 
persons  entitled  to  vote, 
and  to  define  certain 
rights  of  voting,  and 
to  regulate  certain  pro- 
ceedings in  the  elections 
of  members  to  serve  in 
I  Parliament  for  England 
and  Wales. 


Sections  eighty-five  to 
eighty-nine,  both  inclu- 
sive. 


13  &  14  Vic.  c, 


As  to  Ireland. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Sections  ^  ninety-two  to 
laws  which  regulate  ninety-six,  both  inclu- 
the  qualification  and  sive. 
registration  of  parlia- 
mentary voters  in  Ire- 
land, and  to  alter  the 
law  for  rating  imme- 
diate lessors  of  premises 
to  the  poor  rate  in  cer- 
tain boroughs. 
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FOURTH  SCHEDULE. 


Ai-ts  Eclating  to  England. 

JVbfe.— This  [schedule,  so  far  as  respects  Acts  [prior  to  the  tenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  George  the  Third,  refers  to  the  edition  prepared  under  the  direction 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  intituled  "  The  Statutes,  Revised  Edition." 

Afcdescription  or  citation  of  a  portion  of  an  Act  is  inclusive  of  the  words, 
section,  or  other  part  first  or  hut-mentioned,  or  otherwise  referred  to  as 
forming  the  beginning  or  as  forming  the  end  of  the  portion  comprised  in  the 
description  or  citation. 

Portions  of  Acts  which  have  already  been  specifically  repealed,  are  in  some 
instances  included  in  the  repeal  in  this  schedule,  in  order  to  preclude  hence- 
forth the  necessity  of  looking  back  to  previous  Acts. 


Session  and  chapter.     Title  or  abbreviated  Title.  Extent  of  Repeal 


7  Hen.  4     -  -     Statute  of  the  seventh  year 

8  Hen.  6  v-        -        -     Statute  of  the  eighth  year 

K.  Henry  VI. 


23  Hen.  6  -  -  -  Here  '  begin  the  statutes 
made  at  Westminster 
in  the  twenty-third 
year. 

7  &  8  Will.  3,  c.  25  -  An  Act  for  the  further 
regulating  elections  of 
members  to  serve  in 
Parliament,  and  for  the 
preventing  irregular 
proceedings  of  sheriffs 
and  other  officers  in  the 
electing  and  returning 
such  members. 

10  Will.  3.  c.  7  -  An  Act  for  preventing 
irregular  proceedings 
of  sheriffs  and  other 
officers  in  making  the 
returns  of  members 
chosen  to  serve  in  Par- 
liament. 

2  Geo.  2.  c.  24  -  -  An  Act  for  the  more  effec- 
tual preventing  bribery 
and  corruption  in  the 
elections  of  members  to 
serve  in  Parliament. 


(*)  10  &  11  W.  3,  in  running  headings  in  ordinary  editions. 


Chapter  fifteen. 

Chapter  seven,  from  ' '  and 
"such  as  have  the 
"greatest  number"  to 
"  shall  lose  their  wages" 
and  from  "  and  that  in 
"  every  writ  that  shall 
"  hereafter  go  forth  "  to 
the  end  of  the  chapter. 

Chapter  fourteen. 


Sections  three  and  four, 
and  section  five,  down 
to  "  writing  the  same." 


So  much  as  is  unrepealed. 


Sections  three  and  nine. 
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Session  and  Chapter. 


itle  or  abbreviated  Title.          Extent  of  Kepeal. 


18  Geo.  2.  c.  18  - 


19  Geo.  2.  c.  28  - 


3  Geo.  3.  c.  15 


11  Geo.  3.  c.  55. 


21  Geo.  3.  c.  54  - 


22  Geo.  3.  c.  31 


25  Geo.  3.  c.  84 


An  Act  to  explain  and 
amend  the  laws  touch- 
ing the  elections  of 
knights  of  the  shire  to 
serve  in  Parliament  for 
that  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain called  England. 


An  Act  for  the  better  re- 
gulating of  elections  of 
members  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  such 
cities  and  towns  in  that 
part  of  Great  Britain 
called  England  as  are 
counties  of  themselves. 


An  Act  to  prevent  occa- 
sional freemen  from 
voting  at  elections  of 
members  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  cities 
and  boroughs. 

An  Act  the  title  of  which 
begins  with  the  words 
"An  Act  to  incapaci- 
"tate,"and  ends  with 
the  words  "NewShore- 
"  ham,  in  the  county  of 
"  Sussex." 


An  Act  for  the  better  re- 
gulating elections  ol 
citizens  to  serve  in  Par 
liament  for  the  city  o 
Coventry. 


An  Act  for  the  preventing 
of  bribery  and  cprrup 
tion  in  the  election  o 
members  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Cricklade  in 
the  county  of  Wilts. 

An  Act  the  title  of  whic 
begins  with  the  word 
"An  Act  to  limit  ih 
"duration,"  and  end 
with  the  words  "t< 
"serve  in  Parliament. 


ection  five,  from'**" or 
"  shall  vote  more  than 
"  once,"  to  the  end  of 
that  section,  and  sec- 
tions nine  to  sixteen. 


Section  four,  from  "or 
"  shall  vote  more  than 
"once,"  to  end  of  that 
section,  and  sections 
six  to  twelve. 


Section  seven. 


The  whole  Act. 


Sections  seven  to  nine  and 
fourteen. 


The  whole  Act. 


The  whole  Act,  except 
section  one  down  to 
"to  make  a  return  of 
"such  person  or  per- 
"sons,"  and  section 
three  in  so  far  as  that 
part  of  a  section  and 
section  relate  to  the 
universities. 
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Session  and  Chapter. 


itle  or  abbreviated  Title. 


Extent  of  B«peaL 


33  Geo.  3.  c.  64  - 


34  Geo.  3.  c.  73  - 


42  Geo.  3.  c.  62  - 


43  Geo.  3.  c.  74 


An  Act  the  title  of  which 
begins  with  the  words 
"An  Act  to  explain  and 
amend  an  Act,"  and 
ends  with  the  words 
"  time  and  place  of  elec- 
"tion." 


An  Act  for  directing  the 
appointment  of  Com- 
missioners to  administer 
certain  oaths  an<l  decla- 
rations required  by  law 
to  be  taken  and  made 
by  persons  offering  to 
vote  at  the  election  of 
members  to  serve  in 
Parliament. 


An  Act  for  extending  the 
provisions  of  an  Act 
made  in  the  thirty- 
fourth  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  present  Majesty, 
ntituled  "  An  Act  for 
'  directing  the  appoint- 
1  ment  of  Commis- 
'  sioners  to  administer 
'  certain  oaths  and  de 
'  clarations  required  by 
'law  to  be  taken  and 
'  made  by  persons  offer- 
'ing  to  vote  at  the 
'  election  of  members 
'to  serve  in  Parlia- 
'ment,"  to  all  oaths 
now  required  by  law  to 
be  taken  by  voters  at 
elections  of  members  to 
serve  in  Parliament. 


An  Act  for  further  regu 
lating   the  administra 
tion  of  the  oath  or  affir 
mation  required    to  be 
taken    by    electors    o 
members    to    serve  in 
Parliament,  by  an  Ac 
passed    in    the  secom 
year  of  King  George  th 
Second,  intituled  "  An 
''Act  for  the  more  effec 
"  tual   preventing  bri 
"  bery  and  corruptio: 
"in    the     election    o 
"members  to  serve  in 
"Parliament" 


The  whole  Act,  except  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the 
universities. 


The  whole  Act 


The  whole  Act 


The  whole  Act 
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Session  and  Chapter. 


Title  or  abbreviated  Title. 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


44  Geo.  3.  c.  60  - 


11  Geo.  4.  &  1  Will. 
4.  c.  74. 


2  &  3  Will.  4.  c.  45 


2  &  3  Will.  4.  c.  64    - 


5  &  6  Will.  4.  c.  36 


An  Act  for  the  prevent- 
ing of  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption in  the  election 
of  members  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  the  bo- 
rough of  Ailesbury  in 
the  county  of  Bucking- 
ham. 

An  Act  to  prevent  bri- 
bery and  corruption  in 
the  election  of  bur- 
gesses to  serve  in  Par- 
liament for  the  borough 
of  East  Retford. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  re- 
presentation of  the 
people  in  England  and 
Wales. 


An  Act  to  settle  and  de- 
scribe the  divisions  of 
counties  and  the  limits 
of  cities  and  boroughs 
in  England  and  Wales, 
in  so  far  as  respects  the 
election  of  members  to 
serve  in  Parliament. 


An  Act  to  limit  the  time 
of  taking  the  poll  in 
boroughs  at  contested 
elections  of  members  to 
serve  in  Parliament  to 
one  day. 


The  whole  Act. 


The  whole  Act. 


Sections     fifty-eight     to 
sixty ;    sections   sixty- 
two,  sixty-three,  sixty- 
nve,  sixty-seven  ;  part 
of  section    sixty-eight, 
namely,  from  "shall  if 
'  required       thereby  " 
down  to  "  poll  at  each 
compartment,    and," 
and  from  "  and  in  case 
'the   booths  shall    be 
situated  in    different 
'  places  "  to  "  lawfully 
%  closed  ;  "  and  section 
ixty-nine ;  and  section 
eventy-one  from  "and 
'  that  all  deputies  "  to 
'  candidates    at    such 
'  election,"    and  from 
'  provided    also,    that 
'the  sheriff  "  to  the  end 
of    the    section ;     and 
sections     seventy-two, 
seventy  -  three,       and 
seventy-four. 

Sections  twenty-nine  to 
thirty-three,  and  so 
much  of  section  thirty- 
four  as  relates  to  taking 
the  poll. 


The  whole  Act,  except 
section  two,  down  to 
"in  the  forenoon."  and 
from  "and  the  polling" 
to  "in  the  afternoon  ;" 
and  sections  seven  to 
nine. 
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Session  and  Chapter. 

rule  or  abbreviated  Title.           Extent  of  Rei>eal. 

5  &  6  WilL  4.  c.  76    - 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the     The   words  "  openly  a»- 
regulation  of  municipal         "semble  and"  in  »ec- 

corporations  in  England         tion     thirty     section 
and  Wales.                             thirty-two  'fr^m    **J 

"delivering      to     the 

mayor  and  »«ieii»o» 

to  the  end  of  that  sec- 

tion,  and  so  much  of 

the  rest  of  that  section 

«*»  relate  to  assessor8  '• 

section  thirty-three  fro™ 

"and   shall  be  so  di- 

'^vided"   to   "poll  at 

"each      compartment. 

"  and,"  and  from  "and 

"in  case  the  booths" 

« 

to  "at  each  place;"  the 

words    "  Are  you  the 

"  person  whose  name  is 

"  siemed  as  A.B.  to  the 

"  voting  paper  now  de- 

"  livered  in  by  you  "  in 

section  thirty-four,  and 

section  thirty-  five  from 

"and  the  mayor  shall 

"cause      the      voting 

"  papers  "  to  the  end  of 

that    section,    and    so 

much'of  the  rest  of  that 

section    as    relates    to 

assessors  ;  and  so  much 

of  sections  fortv-three, 

forty-four,    and  forty- 

six  as  relates  to  asses  - 

6  &  7  Will.  4.  c.  102 

An    Act    for    rendering     ThTwhole  Act. 

more    easy  the   taking 

the  poll  at  county  elec- 

tions. 

6  &  7  Viet.  c.  18  - 

An  Act  to  amend  the  law     Section  seventv-ninefrom 
for  the  registration  of         "  Provided  alwavs,  that 
persons  entitled  to  vote         «  it  shall  not  be  law- 

and  to    define  certain         "ful"  to    the  end  of 

rights   of   voting,    and         that    section;     section 

to  regulate  certain  pro-         eighty  ;     so    much    of 

ceedings  in  the  election         section  eighty-one  as  re- 
of  members  to  serve  in         lates  to  a  commissioner 

Parliamentfor  England         Or  commissioners  :  sec- 

and  Wales.                              tions        eighty  -  three, 

eighty-four,  and  ninety- 

one,    sections    ninety- 

four  to  ninety-six,  and 

sections  ninety-eight  and 

ninety-nine. 

16  &  17  Viet.  c.  15 

An  Act  to  limit  the  time     The  whole  Act,    except 

of    taking  the  poll  in         section  two,    down  to 

counties    at    contested         "in  the   afternoon    of 

elections  for  knights  of         "such  day,"  and  see- 

the  shire  to    serve  in         tion  three. 

Parliament  in  England 

and  Wales  to  one  day.     1 

148 


Session  and  Chapter. 


16  &  17  Viet.  c.  68. 


-17  &  18  Viet.  c.  102. 
22  Viet.  c.  35. 

25  &  26  Viet.  c.  95. 

30  &  31  Viet.  c.  102. 

31  &  32  Viet.  c.  58. 
31  &  32  Viet.  c.  125. 


Title  or  abbreviated  Title. 


An  Act  to  limit  the  time 
for  proceeding  to  elec- 
tion in  counties  and 
boroughs  in  England 
and  Wales,  and  for 
polling  at  elections  for 
the  Universities  of  Ox- 
ford and  Cambridge, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

"  The  Corrupt  Practices 
"Prevention  Act,  1854.' 

"  The  Municipal  Corpora- 
tion Act,  1859." 


An  Act  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  polling  places 
in  the  boroughs  of  New 
Shoreham,  Cricklade, 
Aylesbury,  and  East 
Ketford. 

"The  Representation  of 
"the  People  Act,  1867." 


'The  Parliamentary  Elec- 
"  tors  Registration  Act, 
"1868." 


'  'The  Parliamentary  Elec- 
tions Act,  1868." 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


Sections  two,  three,  seven, 
and  eight. 


Section  eleven  and  Sche 
dule  B. 

So  much  of  section  seven 
as  relates  to  the  form  of 
nomination  paper,  and 
so  much  of  section  eight 
as  relates  to  assessors. 

The  whole  Act. 


Section  thirty-five ;  sec- 
tion thirty-seven  from 
*'  where  in  any  place  " 
to  end  of  that  section; 
section  thirty-nine. 

Sections  four  to  sixteen, 
twenty-four,  twenty- 
six,  thirty-four,  and 
thirty-six. 

Section  forty,  from  "pro- 
"vided  always"  to  the 
end  of  that  section. 
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FIFTH    SCHEDULE 


Acts 


t- 


A  description  or  citation  of  a  portion  of  an  Act  in  inclusive  of  the  word*,  too- 

tion,  or  other  part  first  or  last  iin-nti'.n..-.l,  <.r  ..tli  •  ,  as  foiming 

the  beginning  or  as  forming  the  end  of  the  portion  comprised  in  the  di 
tion  or  citation. 


Session  and  Chapter. 


Title  of  Act 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


2&3Will.  4.  c.G5    - 


An  Act  to  amend  the 
representation  of  the 
people  in  Scotland. 


3  &  4  Will.  4.  c.  76    - 


An  Act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  laws  for  the  elec- 
tion of  the  magistrates 
and  councils  of  the 
royal  burghs  in  Scot- 
land. 


.Sections  twenty-four  and 
twenty -five  ;  section 
twenty-six;  section 
twenty-seven  from  the 
M<>ri Is  "and  each  sub- 
"stitute  so  superinteud- 
"ing"  to  the  end  of 
that  section ;  section 
twenty-eight  from  the 
words  "and  shall  within 
"three days  "  to  the  end 
of  that  section  ;  section 
twenty-nine  the  words 
"the  market  cross  or 
"  some  other  convenient 
"and  open  place  in  or 
' '  immediately  ad  j  oin- 
"ing,"  and  from  the 
words  "and  if  no  more 
"than  one  candidate" 
to  the  endof  that  section; 
section  thirty  the  words 
"the  market  cross  or 
"some  other  convenient 
"and  open  place  in  or 
"immediately  adjoin- 
ing," and  from  the 
words  "and  if  no  more 
' '  candidates  "  down  to 
the  words  "Saturdays 
"and  Sundays,"  and 
from  the  words  "and 
"the  sheriff  who  pro- 
Claimed  the  writ*'  to 
the  end  of  that  section ; 
sections  thirty-two, 
thirty- three,  and  thirty- 
nine  ;  sections  forty- 
three,  forty-seven,  and 
forty-eight. 

Section  eight  so  far  as  it 
provides  that  the  elec- 
tion shall  be  by  "open" 
poll,  and  from  the  words, 
"and  each  poll  clerk 
"shall  enter"  to  the  end 
of  that  section;  section 
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Session  and  Chapter. 


Title  of  Act. 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


3  &  4  Will.  4.  c.  76. 

— cont. 


3  &  4  Will.  4.  c  77 


4  &  5  Will.  4  c.  86 


4  &  5  Will.  4.  c.  87 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  and  elec- 
tion of  magistrates  and 
councillors  for  the  seve- 
ral burghs  and  towns  of 
Scotland,  which  now 
return  or  contribute  to 
return  members  to  Par- 
liament and  are  not 
royal  burghs. 


An  Act  the  title  of  which 

begins  with  the  words 

'An    Act    to    explain 

'  certain      provisions, " 

and  ends  with  the  words 

'  to  return  members  to 

'Parliament,   and  are 

'  not  royal  burghs." 

An  Act  the  title  of  which 
begins  with  the  words 
"  An  Act  to  explain 
"  certain  provisions," 
and  ends  with  the  words 
"  of  the  royal  burghs  of 
"  Scotland." 


ten,  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  poll  books;  section 
eleven,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  voting  by  lists ; 
and  the  words  "assem- 
ble in  the  town  hall  or 
"other  public  room  of 
"  such  burgh  and," 
and  from  the  words 
"and  the  provost"  to 
the  end  of  that  sec- 
tion; section  fifteen,  so 
far  as  inconsistent  with 
with  this  Act;  section 
eighteen ;  section  thirty- 
six  from  the  commence- 
ment to  "provided  al- 
ways that;"  and  section 
thirty-eight. 

Section  four  so  far  as  it 
provides  that  the  elec- 
tion shall  be  by  open 
poll ;  and  from  the 
words  i  "  and  each  poll 
"clerk  shall  enter  "  to 
the  end  of  that  section  ; 
section  eight  and  sec- 
tion nine  from  the  words 
"  assemble  in  the  town 
hall  "to  the  words  "in 
"  each  such  burgh  or 
"town;"  so  much  of 
the  section  as  relates  to 
voting  by  lists,  and  from 
the  words  "and  such 
"  town  clerk"  to  the  end 
of  that  section  ;  section 
eleven  so  far  as  incon- 
sistent with  this  Act  ; 
and  sections  eighteen 
and  thirty-four, 

The  whole  Act. 


The  whole  Act. 
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Session  and  Chapter. 


4  &  5  Will.  4.  c.  88 


5  &  6  Will.  4.  c.  78    - 


13  &  14  Viet.  c.  33 


16  &  17  Viet.  c.  28 


18  &  19  Viet.  c.  24    - 


24  &  25  Viet.  c.  83     - 


25  &  26  Viet.  c.  101   - 


28  &  29  Viet.  c.  92     - 


Title  of  Act 


An  Act  for  the  more  effec- 
tual registration  of  p.-r- 
sons  t-ntitl.-d  t«i  vott-  in 
the  elrrtion  nf  in,-iiili.;i> 
to  serve  in  Parliament. 

An  Act  the  title  of  which 
begins  with  the  words 
"An  Act  to  explain 
"  and  amend  an  Act," 
and  ends  with  the  \vnh 
"and  to  dimi-iish  the 
"  expenses  thereof." 

An    Act  to   make  more 

effectual  provision  for 
regulating  the  police  of 
towns  and  populous 
places  in  Scotland,  and 
for  paving,  draining, 
cleansing,  lighting,  and 
improving  the  stum-. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  law 
as  to  taking  the  poll  at 
elections  of  members  to 
serve  in  Parliament  for 
Scotland. 

An  Act  the  title  of  which 
begins  with  the  words 
"  An  Act  to  amend  an 
"Act,"  and  ends  with 
the  words  "in  county 
elections  in  that  coun- 
try." 

An  Act  to  ancend  the  law 
regarding  the  registra- 
tion of  county  voters  in 
Scotland. 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


The  whole  Act 


Sections    one   an  : 
Hection  five  from  "and 

" after  th.-poir  to  4;the 
"  declaration  ;"  sections 
six,  heven,  eight,  twelve, 
thirteen,  and  fifteen. 


Sections  seven  to  eleven 
and  thirteen  to  twenty- 
six,  sections  twenty- 
nine  and  thirty,  so  far 
as  their  provisions  are 
inconsistent  with  the 
pro  visions  of  this  Act, 
and  schedules  (A),  (13), 
and  (C). 

Sections  on  2  and  ten. 


The  whole  Act. 


Schedule  (D)  annexed  to 
Act  from  the  words 
"and  that  I  am  pos- 
"sessed"to  the  end  of 
the  said  schedule. 


An  Act  the  title  of  which     Sections  forty-six,  forty- 
be-ins  with   the  words         seven,  and  hfty,  so  fc 
'An  Act  to  make  more         as  their  provisions  are 
1  etfectual  provision  for         inconsistent     with    the 
'  regulating  the  police,"         provisions  of  this  Act. 
and  ends  with  the  words 
'  and  also  for  promot- 
'  ing  the  public  health 
"thereof." 

An  Act  to    shorten  the     The  whole  Act. 
time  for  the  election  of  j 
members  for    the  Ayr  ; 
district  of  Burghs. 
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Session  and  Chapter. 


Title  of  Act. 


Extent  of  Repeal 


31  &  32  Viet.  c.  48 


An  Act  for  the  amendment 
of  the  representation  of 
the  people  of  Scotland. 


Section  tw 
the  words 


-four  from 
and  in  the 


31  &  32  Viet.  c.  58 


An  Act  the  title  of  which 
begins  with  the  words 
"  An  Act  to  amend  the 
*'  law  of  registration," 
and  ends  with  the  words 
' '  other  purposes  relating 
thereto." 


"case  .of  a  poll  being 
"demanded"  to  the 
words  "  the  said  sheriff 
"  of  the  county  of 
"Peebles;"  and  sec- 
tions forty-four  and 
fifty-four  ;  and  section 
fifty-nine  from  the  words 
"oath  of  possessions" 
to  the  end  of  that  sec- 
tion. 

Section  thirteen. 
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SIXTH  SCHEDULE. 


Acts  relating  to  Ireland, 

A  description  or  citation  of  a  portion  of  an  Act  is  inclusive  of  the  words, 
section,  or  other  part  first  or  hist  im-ntiuii.- •!,  or  otherwise  referred  to  as 
beginning  or  as  forming  the  end  of  the  portion  comprised  in  the  description 
or  citation. 

ACTS  OF  THE  PARLIAMENT  OF  IRELAND. 


Session  and  Chapter. 


Title. 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


10  Hen.  7.  c.  22 


An  Act  confirming  all  the 
statutes  made  in  Eng- 
land. 


35  Geo.  3.  c.  29  - 


An  Act  for  regulating 
the  election  of  members 
to  serve  in  Parliament, 
and  for  repealing  the 
several  Acts  therein 
mentioned. 


So  much  of  the  same  as 
extends  to  Ireland  the 
provisions  of  the  Acts 
of  the  Parliament  of 
England  following ; 
namely— 7  Hen.  4.  chap- 
ter fifteen,  8  Hen.  6. 
chapter  seven,  from 
''and  such  as  have 
'  the  greatest  number^" 
»  "  shall  lose  their 
'  wages,"  and  from 
1  and  that  in  every  writ 
'that  shall  hereafter 
'go  forth"  to  end  of 
the  chapter,  23  Hen.  6. 
chapter  fourteen. 

Section  ^three,  sections 
five  to  thirteen,  sec- 
tions fifteen  to  eighteen, 
section  twenty. 


ACTS  OF  THE  PARLIAMENT  OF  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 


Geo.  4.  c.  11 


9  Geo.  4.  c.  82 


An  Act  for  the  better  re- 
gulation of  polls,  and 
formakingfurtherprovi- 
sion  touching  the  election 
of  members  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  Ireland. 


An  Act  to  make  provision 
for  the  lighting,  cleans- 
ing, ancT  watching  of 
cities,  towns,  corpora- 
tions, and  market  towns 
in  Ireland  in  certain 
cases. 


Sections  two  and  three, 
section  five  from  the 
words  "and  that  such 
"  sheriff  "  to  the  end  of 
that  section,  sections  six 
to  twenty-one,  section 
twenty-three,  sections 
forty-one  and  forty-two. 

So  much  of  sections  twelve 
and  sixteen  as  prescribes 
the  mode  of  election  of 
commissioners. 
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Session  and  Chapter. 


Title. 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


4  Geo.  4.  c.  55    - 


2  &  3  Will.  4  c. 


3  &I4  Viet.  c.  108  - 


6  &  7  Viet.  c.  93 


An  Act  to  consolidate 
and  amend  the  several 
Acts  now  in  force,  so 
far  as  the  same  relate  to 
the  election  and  return 
of  members  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  counties 
of  cities  and  counties  of 
towns  in  Ireland. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  re- 
presentation of  the 
people  of  Ireland. 


An  Act  for  the  regulation 
of  municipal  corpora- 
tions in  Ireland. 


An  Act  to  amend  an  Act 
of  the  third  and  fourth 
years  of  Her  present 
Majesty  for  the  regula- 
tion of  municipal  cor- 
porations of  Ireland. 


Section  thirty-three  from 
the  words  "and  that 
"such  sheriffs"  to  the 
end  of  that  section,  sec- 
tions thirty-four  to  forty- 
seven,  sections  forty- 
nine  to  fifty-nine,  sec- 
tions sixty  to  sixty-two, 
sections  sixty-four  and 
sixty-five,  sections  sixty- 
eight  to  seventy ,  seventy- 
two,  seventy-six,  and 
seventy-seven. 


Section  thirty,  section 
forty- eight,  and  sections 
forty-nine  to  fifty-four. 


Section  sixty-four  from 
the  words  "  by  deliver- 
"  ing  to  the  mayor  or 
"barrister"  to  the  end 
of  that  section,  and  so 
much  of  that  section  as 
relates  to  assessors ; 
section  sixty-five  from 
"and  shall  be  so  di- 
"vided"  to  "poll  at 
' '  each  compartm  ent, ' ' 
and  from  "in  case  the 
"booths"  to  "at  each 
"place;"  the  words 
"are  you  the  person 
"  whose  name  is  signed 
"  as  A.B.  to  the  voting 
"  paper  now  delivered 
"in  by  you,"  in  sec- 
tion sixty  -  six ;  sec- 
tion sixty -eight  from 
"  and  the  mayor  shall 
"cause  the  voting 
"  papers  "  to  the  end  of 
that  section,  and  so 
much  of  the  rest  of  that 
section  as  relates  to  as- 
sessors ;  and  so  much  of 
section  seventy  as  re- 
lates to  ward  assessors. 


Section  twenty-three. 
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Session  and  Chapter. 


Title. 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


9  &  10  Viet.  c.  19  -    - 


13  &  14  Viet  c.  68 


13  &  14  Viet  c.  69 


17  &  18  Viet.  c.  102 
!?,.&  18  Viet.  c.  103 


An  Act  to  amend  an  Act 
of  the  second  ami  third 
years  of  His  lut«-  .Ma 
jt-Nty  hy  providing  Addi- 
tional booths  or  polling 
places  at  elect  i 
Ireland  where  the  num- 
ber of  electors  whose 
name  shall  begin  with 
the  same  letter  of  the 
alphabet  shall  exceed  a 
certain  number. 

An  Act  to  shorten  the 
duration  of  elections  in 
Ireland,  and  for  estab- 
lishing additional  places 
for  taking  the  poll  there- 
at. 


An  Act  to  amend  the 
laws  which  regulate  the 
qualification  and  regis- 
tration of  parliamentary 
voters  in  Ireland,  and 
to  alter  the  law  for 
rating  immediate  lessors 
of  premises  to  the  poor 
rate  m  certain  boroughs. 

The  Corrupt  Practices 
Prevention  Act,  1854. 

The  Towns  Improvement 
(Ireland)  Act,  1854. 


The  uh-.l,-  A«-t. 


:  -none, section  tli 
section  four,  sections 
ten  to  fourteen,  so  much 
of  section  fifteen  as  pre- 
scribes the  interval  be- 
tween the  election  and 
the  polling,  section  six- 
teen, section  nineteen 
from  "and  that  all  the 
"deputies"  to  *'at  the 
"  expense  of  the  candi- 
"  dates  "  section  twenty, 
section  twenty-two. 

Sections  eighty-six,ninety- 
eight,  ninety-nine  ;  sec- 
tion one  hundred;  sec- 
tions one  hundred  and 
one  and  one  hundred  and 
two,  sections  one  hun- 
dred and  four  and  one 
hundred  and  five. 


Section  eleve  ,  and  sche- 
dule B. 

So  much  of  section  twenty- 
four  as  incorporates  the 
sections  of  10  and  11 
Viet.  c.  16.  following; 
that  is  to  say, — sections 
twenty-three,  twenty- 
six,  and  twenty-seven  ; 
section  twenty  -  eight 
from  the  words  "and 
"  shall  be  conducted  in 
"  manner  following  "  to 
"carefully  preserved  by 
"  the  presiding  officer, 
"and,"  and  the  ques- 
tion numbered  I.,  sec- 
tion thirty  from  the 
"returning  officer"  to 
"each  person  and, "and 
section  thirty-one,  and 
so  much  of  any  Act  as 
incorporates  the  part  of 
the  said  section  twenty- 
four  hereby  repealed. 
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Session  and  Chapter. 


Title. 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


25  &  26  Viet.  c.  62 


25  &  26  Viet.  c.  92 


31  &  32  Viet.  c.  49 


31  &  32  Viet  c  112   - 


An  Act  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  the  duration 
of  contested  elections 
for  counties  in  Ireland, 
and  for  establishing  ad- 
ditional places  for  tak- 
ing the  poll  thereat. 

An  Act  to  limit  the  time 
for  proceeding  to  elec- 
tions in  counties  and 
boroughs  in  Ireland. 


An  Act  to  amend  the 
representation  of  the 
people  in  Ireland. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  law 
of  registration  in  Ire- 
land. 


Part  of  section  four, 
namely,  so  much  as 
prescribes  the  interval 
between  the  day  fixed 
for  the  election  and  the 
polling ;  section  five, 
sections  eight  to  ten. 

Section  one,  and  section 
two  from  the  words 
"and  in  every  city  or 
"town"  to  the  end  of 
that  section. 

Section  twelve  from  the 
words  "  several  bo- 
roughs" to  the  word 
"  Cork,"  and  the  words 
"  and  county  of  the  city 
"of  Limerick." 

Sections  four  to  thirty  ; 
section  thirty-eight. 


I.-.7 


ABSTRACT. 


AN  abstract  of  the  principal  provisions  of  the  Ballot  Act,  1872,  for  the  in- 
formation of  returning  officers  at  parliamentary  and  municipal  elections  in 
England  and  Wales,  has  been  prepared  officially.  It  is  prefaced  as  follows:— 

"The  object  of  the  following  abstract  in  to  inform  returning  officers  of  the 
alterations  that  have  been  made  in  their  duties  by  the  Ballot  Act,  a  copy  of 
which  is  sent  herewith.  The  abstract  does  not  relate  to  so  much  of  the  pre- 
vious law  as  remains  unaltered,  and  will  not  relieve  returning  officers  from  the 
necessity  of  making  themselves  intimately  acquainted  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  itself.  The  abstract  cannot  in  any  way  override  the  directions  of  the 
Act,  and  must  not  be  considered  as  an  authoritative  interpretation  of  it.  The 
paragraphs  of  the  abstract  are  numbered  for  facility  of  reference.  The  sections 
and  rules  referred  to  are  the  sections  of  the  Ballot  Act  and  the  rules  contained 
in  the  first  schedule  to  that  Act.  As  this  Act  is  now  in  force,  every  election, 
whether  parliamentary  or  municipal,  held  to  supply  a  casual  vacancy  must  be 
conducted  in  accordance  with  its  provisions.  The  attention  of  each  returning 
officer  is  therefore  specially  directed  to  paragraphs  7  and  18,  in  order  that  he 
may  be  prepared  for  any  such  election. 

"H.  A.BRUCE. 
"  Home-office,  Whitehall,  24th  July,  1872." 


"PRELIMINARY. 

"  1.  All  notices  required  by  the  Act  may  be  given  by  advertisements,  placards, 
or  in  some  similar  manner  (rule  46). 

"NOMINATIONS. 

"  2.  In  this  Act  the  term  'election'  applies  to  elections  which,  not  being  con- 
tested, are  completed  at  the  time  of  nomination,  as  well  as  to  elections  which, 
being  contested,  are  decided  by  poll. 

"3.  A  separate  writ  will  be  sent  for  each  electoral  division  of  a  county,  and 
the  sheriff  may  appoint  by  writing  a  deputy  to  act  as  returning  officer  for  all 
or  any  of  the  purposes  of  the  election  iu  such  electoral  division  (s.  8). 

"4.  A  time  table,  showing  the  limits  of  time  allowed  for  the  different  stages 
in  an  election,  is  appended  hi  a  schedule  to  these  instructions. 
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"5.  The  returning  officer  will,  within  the  time  limited  by  rulel,  give  notice 
between  9  a.m.  and  4.  p.m.  of  the  several  particulars  specified  in  rule  1.  For 
this  purpose  he  must  fix  the  time  and  place  of  nomination  (rules  2,  3,  4),  the 
time  and  place  at  which  forms  of  nomination  papers  will  be  supplied  (rule  7), 
and  the  day  of  the  poll  (rule  14).  In  the  case  of  a  county  election  notices  are 
also  to  be  sent  by  post.  (See  rule  1.)  The  form  of  the  notice  is  given  in  the 
second  schedule.  The  old  proclamation  and  the  holding  of  a  county  court  for 
the  purposes  of  a  county  election  are  abolished. 

"  6.  The  time  and  place  of  nomination  are  to  be  fixed  by  the  returning  officer 
in  accordance  with  rule  2.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  place  of  nomination  is 
to  be  a  room,  and  that  no  hustings  will  be  required. 

"7.  In  the  interval  between  the  day  of  giving  notice  and  the  day  of  nomi- 
nation the  returning  officer  is  required  to  supply  printed  forms  of  nomination 
papers  to  electors  during  such  two  hours  between  10  a.m.  and 2  p.m.  on  each 
day  as  he  may  fix.  He  must  therefore  provide  such  forms  as  soon  as  possible 
after  the  receipt  of  the  writ.  The  form  will  be  found  in  the  second  schedule. 

"8.  On  the  day  appointed  for  the  nomination  the  returning  officer  must  at- 
tend at  the  appointed  place  during  the  two  hours  fixed  for  the  nomination,  in 
order  to  receive  nominations,  and  for  one  hour  afterwards  in  order  to  receive 
objections.  No  oath  is  now  required  to  be  taken  by  the  returning  officer 
(rule  54). 

"9.  The  only  persons  entitled  to  attend  the  proceedings  at  the  time  of 
nomination,  except  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  returning  officer,  are  the 
returning  officer  and  the  candidate  nominated  by  each  nomination  paper,  with 
his  proposer  and  seconder,  and  one  other  person  selected  by  the  candidate. 

"  10.  The  returning  officer  will  take  care  that  the  nomination  paper  is  in 
the  proper  form  and  is  properly  signed  and  delivered  in  accordance  with  section 
1  and  rules  5,  6,  and  7.  The  use  of  a  form  supplied  by  the  returning  officer, 
however  advisable,  is  not  obligatory,  provided  that  the  form  prescribed  in  the 
Act  is  followed  (rule  7). 

"11.  The  objections  which  may  be  made  to  the  validity  of  a  nomination 
paper  are  of  two  kinds  : — (1.)  Objections  under  rule  6,  which  must  be  made 
immediately  on  the  delivery  of  the  nomination  paper  to  the  returning  officer. 
(2')  Objections  under  rule  12,  which  must  be  made  either  during  the  time  ap- 
pointed for  the  nomination  or  within  one  hour  afterwards.  The  returning 
officer  is  to  determine  the  validity  of  any  objection  (rule  13),  but  he  will  bear  in 
mind  that  the  making  or  allowing  trivial  objections  may  lead  to  the  delay  and 
expense  of  a  petition. 

"12.  Immediately  after  each  nomination  paper  has  been  delivered  to  the 
returning  officer  notice  of  the  nomination  is  to  be  placarded  outside  the 
building. 

"13.  A  candidate  once  nominated,  unless  nominated  in  his  absence  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  can  only  withdraw  from  his  candidature  by  delivering  to  the 
returning  officer,  during  the  time  appointed  for  the  nomination,  a  notice  of 
withdrawal  signed  by  himself. 
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"14.  If  at  the  expiration  of  one  hour  after  the  time  appointed  for  the  nomi- 
nation the  number  of  candidates  who  have  been  duly  nominated  and  not  with- 
drawn d"i->  n.  t  i-xceed  the  number  of  vacancies  to  be  filial  up,  the  returning 
ofli.vr  is  forthwith  to  declare  the  candidates  BO  duly  ii'-min  i'.  1  in  be  elected, 
to  give  public  notice  <>f  th'-  names  of  the  candidates  elected  (rules  4."»,  4<i),  and 
to  return  their  names  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Cluncery  (H.  1,  rule  44). 
This  notice  must  also  state  the  names  of  any  candidate*  who  may  have  with- 
drawn, and  the  names  of  the  subscribers  to  their  nomination  papers  (rule  10). 
The  return  is  to  be  made  by  a  certificate  endorsed  on  the  writ,  and  may  be  sent 
by  post  (rule  44).  The  indenture  by  which  the  return  was  formerly  made  is 
abolished. 

"  15.  If  at  the  expiration  of  one  hour  after  the  time  appointed  for  the  nomi- 
nation the  number  of  the  candidates  who  have  been  duly  nominated,  and  not 
withdrawn,  exceeds  the  number  of  vacancies  to  be  filled  up,  the  returning 
officer  is  to  adjourn  the  election  and  to  give  public,  notice  of  the  particulars 
specified  in  rules  9,  10.  In  the  case  of  a  county  election  the  notice  must  also 
be  given  to  the  postmaster  to  be  telegraphed  (rule  9). 

"  16.  If  a  candidate  dies  in  the  interval  after  the  adjournment  of  the  election 
and  before  the  poll  has  commenced,  notice  of  the  poll  is  to  be  countermanded, 
and  the  proceedings  commenced  afresh  (s.  1). 


"THE   POLL. 

"  17.  In  cases  where  a  poll  is  required,  the  returning  officer  must,  immedi- 
ately after  the  adjournment  of  the  election,  give  public  notice  of  the  matters 
specified  in  rule  19.  The  form  of  directions  as  to  the  mode  in  which  electors 
are  to  vote  is  given  in  the  second  schedule,  and  must  be  placarded  outside 
every  polling  station,  and  in  every  compartment  of  every  polling  station,  and 
illustrated  by  examples  of  the  ballot  paper. 

"18.  In  the  event  of  a  poll  being  required,  the  first  business  of  the  returning 
officer  will  be  to  provide  polling  stations,  appoint  presiding  officers  and  clerks 
for  each  polling  station,  and  provide  a  sufficient  supply  of  ballot  boxes,  ballot 
papers,  materials  for  marking  ballot  papers,  stamping  instruments,  and  copies 
of  the  register  of  voters.  He  must  also,  as  under  the  previous  law  (G  Vic.  c. 
18,  s.  90),  provide  a  sufficient  number  of  constables  to  attend  in  each  polling 
station. 

"  19.  The  office  of  a  presiding  officer  is  equivalent  to  that  of  a  deputy  re- 
turning officer  under  the  previous  law  (s.  10).  There  is  to  be  one  presiding 
officer  for  each  polling  station  (rule  21),  but  the  returning  officer  himself  may 
act  as  a  presiding  officer  (rule  47),  and  no  doubt  will  do  so  when  there  is  only 
one  polling  station.  The  returning  officer  may  appoint  clerks  to  assist  the  pre- 
siding officer  at  each  station  (s.  8,  rule  48),  but  he  will  of  course  not  do  so  where 
the  number  of  voters  at  a  station  is  small.  A  presiding  officer  or  clerk  must  not 
have  been  employed  in  or  about  the  election  (rule  49),  and  must  not  act  by 
himself,  his  partner  or  clerk,  as  an  agent  for  the  candidate  (s.  11). 
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"20.  The  returning  officer  must  provide  each  polling  place  with  at  least  one 
polling  station  under  a  separate  presiding  officer  (rule  15),  and  must  furnish  each 
polling  station  with  such  number  of  compartments  as  allows  one  compartment 
to  every  150  persons  entitled  to  vote  at  the  station  (rule  16).  '  Polling  place ' 
in  the  case  of  a  county  means  some  town  or  village  at  which  the  electors  of  a 
polling  district  are  to  poll ;  and  in  the  case  of  a  borough  means  the  particular 
spot  in  each  borough  or  pulling  district  of  a  borough  which  the  returning  officer 
under  the  previous  law  has  power  to  fix  as  the  place  at  which  the  votes  are  to 
be  taken  (rule  57).  The  term  '  district  borough  '  in  rule  15  is  explained  in  rule 
57.  The  polling  station  may  be  either  in  a  room  or  a  booth,  but  sec.  37  of 
30th  and  31st  Viet.,  chap.  102,  directs  that  a  room  is  to  be  used  where  practi- 
cable. Under  sec.  6  any  room  in  a  school  receiving  an  annual  grant  out  of 
moneys  provided  by  Parliament,  and  any  room  the  expense  of  maintaining 
which  is  payable  out  of  any  local  rate,  may  be  taken  compulsorily,  and  used 
free  of  charge,  for  the  purpose  of  a  polling  station,  subject  to  the  necessity  of 
making  good  any  damage  actually  done,  and  of  defraying  any  expenses  actually 
incurred  by  the  persons  having  control  over  the  room  taken  on  account  of  its 
being  so  taken.  Care  will  of  course  be  taken  to  interfere  as  little  as  practicable 
with  the  ordinary  use  of  the  room,  and  to  use  all  possible  speed  in  erecting  and 
taking  away  the  necessary  fitting.  More  than  one  polling  station  may,  if 
necessary,  be  fitted  up  in  the  same  room  (rule  17). 

"21.  Care  must  be  taken  that  the  partitions  dividing  the  compartments  in 
the  polling  stations  are  sufficient  to  effectually  screen  the  voter  from  observa- 
tion (rule  16).  It  may  be  found  advantageous  that  each  polling  station  should 
contain  on  one  side  the  seats  of  the  presiding  officer  and  his  clerks,  and  of  the 
personation  agents  entitled  to  attend,  and  on  the  other  side  the  compartments 
into  which  the  voters  are  to  retire  in  order  to  mark  their  votes.  It  will  be 
convenient  so  to  arrange  the  room  that  voters  who  have  marked  their  papers 
can  reach  the  ballot-box  and  leave  the  station  without  meeting  the  fresh  voters 
who  are  entering  the  station. 

"22.  The  ballot-box  must  be  constructed  so  that  ballot  papers  can  be  intro- 
duced therein,  and  not  withdrawn  without  unlocking  the  box  (rule  23).  Care 
should  be  taken  that  the  ballot-box  is  of  adequate  size,  so  that  it  will  not  be 
choked  by  papers,  and  that  it  is  of  sufficient  strength  to  enable  it  to  be  carried 
about  with  safety.  Ballot-boxes  provided  for  municipal  elections  may  be  used, 
free  of  charge,  for  parliamentary  elections,  and  vice  versa  (a.  14). 

"23.  The  ballot  papers  must  be  printed  strictly  in  accordance  with  rule  22, 
and  with  the  form  in  the  second  schedule.  The  names  of  those  candidates  only 
who  have  been  duly  nominated  and  not  withdrawn  can  be  printed  on  the 
ballot  papers  (rule  12).  Ballot  papers  of  a  different  colour  must  be  provided 
for  '  tendered  votes '  (rule  27).  Every  ballot  paper  must  have  a  counterfoil, 
and  must  be  numbered  on  the  back  with  a  number  corresponding  to  that  on  the 
face  of  the  counterfoil  (s.2).  As  the  object  of  the  numbering  is  to  make  it 
possible  to  ascertain  how  votes  have  been  given  in  the  event  of  a  scrutiny,  all 
the  ballot  papers  in  any  one  election,  at  whatever  station  they  are  used,  ought 
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to  be  numbered  in  a  continuous  series.     The  ballet  paper*  an 

should  be  bound  up  in  books  like  ordinary  cheque  or  receipt  books.    Care 

be  taken  that  no  ballot  paper  is  supplied  to  any  presiding  officer  except  by  the 

returning  officer,  or  to  any  other  person  except  by  the  presiding  officer  in  the 

station  ;it  the  time  of  voting,  in  accordance  with  the  Act  (se-  in  sec, 

3).     The  returning  officer  must  keep  accounts  of  the  number  of  ballot  papers 

supplied  to  each  presiding  officer  (see  paragraph  47). 

"iM.  The  otlicial  mark  to  be  stamped  on  the  ballot  pai>er  is  to  be  kept 
secret  (rule  20).  A*  the  mark  is  to  be  visible  on  both  sides  of  the  paper  (sec.  2, 
rule  24),  a  perfoMtfogOr  embossing  stamp  should  be  used. 

"25.  Each  compartment  in  the  polling  station  should  be  supplied  with  pencils 
for  voters  to  mark  the  ballot  papers  (rule  20,  and  see  directions  in  second  schedule). 

"25.  Each  polling  station  must  b;  supplied  with  a  copy  of  the  register  of 
voters  or  such  part  thereof  as  contains  the  names  of  the  voters  allotted  to  vote 
at  that  station  (rule  20). 

"27.  Before  the  opening  of  the  poll  the  returning  officer  and  every  officer, 
clerk,  and  agent  authorised  to  attend  at  the  polling  station  or  at  the  counting 
of  the  votes,  must  make  a  declaration  of  secrecy  in  the  form  provided  in  the 
second  schedule  (rule  54).  The  person  administering  this  declaration  must, 
before  it  is  taken,  read  over  s.  4.  of  the  Act  to  to  the  declarant.  All  other 
oaths  are  abolished  (rule  54). 

"  28.  The  only  persons  entitled  to  attend  at  the  polling  station  are  the  pre- 
siding officer,  the  personation  agents,cof  whose  appointment  notice  has  been 
given  in  accordance  with  6  and  7  Vic.  c.  18,  s.  85  (see  rule  57),  or  with  rule  56, 
the  candidates  themselves  if  they  wish  (rule  51).  and  the  constables  on  duty. 
Check-clerks  and  the  commissioners  who  might  have  been  appointed  to 
administer  oaths  under  34  Geo.  III.,  c.  78,  and  42  Geo.  III.,  c.  62,  are 
abolished  (see  repeals  in  3rd  schedule.) 

"29.  The  hours  of  the  poll  remain  unaltered.  Just  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  poll  the  presiding  officer  at  each  polling  station  is  to  show  the  bal- 
lot-box, empty,  to  such  persons  as  may  be  present,  and  then  to  lock  it  up  and 
seal  it  (rule  23).  He  should  then  place  it  near  him,  and  keep  it  in  his  view. 

"30.  The  presiding  officer  has  all  the  powers  of  a  deputy  returning  officer 
under  the  previous  law  (section  10).  He  has  power  to  ask  the  authorised 
questions  and  administer  the  authorised  oaths  (section  10).  The  presiding 
officer  may  delegate  to  his  clerks  any  of  his  powers,  except  that  of  ordering  the 
arrest,  exclusion,  or  ejection  of  any  person  (rule  50).  The  attention  of  each  pre- 
siding officer  will  have  been  particularly  directed  by  his  declaration  of  secrecy 
to  the  provisions  of  section  4,  and  should  be  directed  to  the  powers  of  main- 
taining order  conferred  by  section  9.  It  will  be  his  duty  to  see  that  secrecy  of 
voting  is  strictly  maintained,  to  prevent  unauthorised  persons  from  entering 
the  station,  to  direct  the  constables  on  duty  only  to  admit  a  limited  number 
of  voters  at  any  one  time  (rule  21),  and  to  see  that  each  voter  votes  secretly  in 
accordance  with  the  Act,  and  without  undue  delay,  and  leaves  the  station 
immediately  after  giving  his  vote  (rule  25). 
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"  31.  Candidates  may  appoint  agents  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  persona- 
tion (6  and  7  Viet.,  c.  18,  s.  85),  an  offence  the  definition  of  which  is  extended 
by  s.  24.  These  agents  are  also  entitled  under  rule  26  to  be  present  at  the 
voting  of  illiterate  voters.  They  are  to  take  the  same  declaration  of  secrecy 
as  the  presiding  officer  (rule  54),  and  are  expressly  prohibited  from  interfering 
with  the  voters  or  applicants  for  ballot  papers,  from  attempting  to  look  at  the 
ballot  papers  or  obtain  information  as  to  how  any  vote  is  given,  and  from 
communicating  to  any  person  any  information  about  any  vote  or  the  number 
of  any  ballot  paper  (s.  4).  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  presiding  officer  to  see 
that  the  agents  conform  to  the  directions  of  the  Act,  and  to  remove  them  if 
they  misconduct  themselves  (s.  9). 

"  32.  The  mode  of  voting  in  ordinary  cases  is  descr'bed  in  s.  2,  in  rules  24 
and  25,  and  in  the  directions  contained  in  the  2nd  schedule.  The  result  is  as 
follows  :  —When  the  voter  comes  up  to  vote,  the  presiding  officer  or  his  clerk 
(see  rule  50)  will  ascertain  that  he  is  entitled  to  vote  at  that  particular  station 
(rule  18),  he  will  then  mark  one  of  the  official  ballot  papers  with  the  official 
mark,  so  that  it  be  visible  on  both  sides  :  call  out  the  number,  name,  and  des- 
cription of  the  voter,  as  stated  in  the  copy  of  the  register ;  enter  such  number 
on  the  counterfoil  of  the  ballot  paper  ;  place  against  the  number  of  the  voter 
in  the  register  a  tick,  which  will  denote  that  the  voter  has  received  a  ballot 
paper,  but  will  not  denote  the  particular  ballot  paper  which  he  has  received  ; 
and  will  then  deliver  the  ballot  paper  to  the  voter.  The  old  law  as  to  the 
questions  which  may  be  asked  of  the  voter,  and  the  oath  which  may  be  admin- 
istered to  him,  remains  unaltered.  The  voter  having  received  his  ballot  paper 
is  to  proceed  at  once  to  one  of  the  compartments,  is  there  secretly  to  mark  his 
ballot  paper,  and  fold  it  up  so  as  to  conceal  the  mark  or  marks  which  he  has 
made,  and  so  as  to  leave  the  official  mark  visible  on  the  back,  and  to  take  it  so 
folded,  without  showing  the  front  of  the  paper  to  any  person,  to  the  presiding 
officer  himself  (not  to  a  clerk,  see  section  2),  show  him  the  official  mark,  place 
the  ballot  paper  at  once  in  the  ballot-box,  and  immediately  leave  the  station. 
The  presiding  officer  must  take  care  that  no  person  interferes  with  the  voter 
while  he  is  giving  his  votes,  puts  into  the  ballot-box  any  paper  which  has  not 
the  official  mark  on  the  back,  takes  a  ballot  paper  out  of 'the  station,  or  other- 
wise infringes  the  provisions  of  sections  3  and  4.  If  any  person  attempts  to 
put  into  the  ballot-box  any  ballot  paper  which  has  not  the  official  mark  on  the 
back,  or  to  take  any  ballot  paper  out  of  the  station,  or  in  other  way  to  infringe 
the  provisions  of  sections  3  or  4,  the  presiding  officer  should  order  him  to  be 
arrested,  or  at  all  events  removed  (see  sections  3  and  9). 

"33.  If  a  voter  accidentally  spoils  a  ballot  paper  he  may  return  it  to  be  can- 
celled, and  may  be  given  another  (rule  28). 

"  34.  In  three  cases  only  is  the  ballot  paper  allowed  to  be  marked  by  any 
person  other  than  the  voter  himself,  and  then  only  by  the  presiding  officer. 
These  are — (1.)  Persons  incapacitated  by  blindness  or  any  other  physical  cause ; 
(2.)  Jews,  if  the  polling  takes  place  on  a  Saturday,  and  they  object  on  religious 
grounds  to  mark  their  votes ;  and  (3.)  Persons  unable  to  read.  If  a  voter 
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declares  that  he  is  unahlw  t  >  r.-.-vlh-  mint  make  before  a  presiding  officer  a 
.1. ••  -lai-ation  ,,f  inability  to  read  in  the  form  prescribed  in  the  second  schedule. 
This  dfchiration  must  be  read  by  the  presiding  officer  to  the  voter,  signed  by 
the  voter  with  his  mark  in  the  presence  of  the  presiding  officer,  attested  by  the 
presiding  officer,  and  k.-pt  by  him  to  be  sent  to  the  returning  officer  (see  rule 
38).  In  any  of  these  three  cases  tin-  pre>idiiu  officer,  or  one  of  his  clerks,  is,  in 
the  presence  of  tin-  |»-r-.. nation  agents,  if  they  are  in  attendance  (see  n 
to  mark  a  ballot  ^aper  in  the  way  directed  by  the  voter,  place  it  in  the  ballot- 
box,  and  enter  the  name  and  number  <>f  the  voter  on  a  list  headed  "  th> 
votes  marked  by  the  presiding  officer,"  mentioning  in  such  list  the  reason  why 
the  vote  has  been  so  marked  (rule  20).  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  decla- 
ration  of  secrecy  and  the  penalties  under  section  4  apply  to  votes  given  under 
these  circumstances. 

"36.  The  mode  of   tendering  a  vote  where  a  person  claims  to  vote  after 
another  person  has  already  voted  in  his  name,  is  prescribed  by  rule  27.    The 
r  is  now  made  conclusive  by  section  7,  and  therefore  no  vote  can  be  ten- 
dered, except  in  the  case  of  personation. 

"  36.  The  presiding  officer  is  not  allowed  to  open  the  ballot-box,  which,  under 
section  2,  is,  at  the  close  of  the  poll,  to  be  sealed  up  so  as  to  prevent  the  intro- 
duction of  additional  ballot  papers.  As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  close  of 
the  poll,  the  presiding  officer  is,  in  the  presence  of  the  personation  agents,  if 
any  are  in  attendance,  to  make  up  into  separate  packets  the  ballot-box  and  the 
several  papers  there  mentioned,  seal  the  packets  with  his  own  seal,  and  allow 
the  agents,  if  they  wish,  to  affix  their  seals,  and  then,  unless  he  is  himself  the 
returning  officer,  to  deliver  the  several  packets,  together  with  the  ballot  paper 
account  mentioned  in  rule  30,  to  the  returning  officer  (rule  29).  Care  should 
be  taken  that  the  several  classes  of  documents  mentioned  in  the  different  para- 
graphs of  rule  29  are  made  up  in  separate  packets,  as  only  some  of  them  are 
allowed  to  be  subsequently  opened  by  the  returning  officer. 


"  COUNTING  VOTES. 

"  37.  The  returning  officer  is  to  count  the  votes  as  soon  a*  practicable  after 
the  close  of  the  poll  (rule  32). 

"38.  The  candidates  are  allowed  to  appoint  agents  to  attend  at  the  count- 
ing, but  they  must  give  the  returning  officer  notice  of  the  name  and  address  of 
each  agent  one  clear  day  before  the  opening  of  the  poll  (rules  31,  52). 

"  ;;:>.  The  returning  officer  is  to  give  notice  to  the  agents  of  the  time  and  place 
of  the  counting  of  votes  (rules  32,  52). 

"  40.  The  returning  officer  may.  in  addition  to  any  clerks,  appoint  competent 
persons  to  assist  in  counting  (rule  48). 

"  41.  The  persons  entitled  to  be  present  at  the  counting  are  the  returning 
officer,  his  assistants  and  clerks,  the  candidates  (rule  50),  and  the  duly  ap- 
pointed agents  of  the  candidates.  No  one  else  is  entitled  to  be  present,  except 
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with  the  sanction  of  the  returning  officer.  It  is  obvious  that  this  sanction 
ought  not  to  be  given  except  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  returning  officer 
in  the  counting.  All  officers,  clerks,  and  agents  authorised  to  attend  at  the 
counting  must  take  the  declaration  of  secrecy  (rule  44). 

"  42.  Before  beginning  to  count  the  votes  the  returning  officer  is  to  open  the 
ballot-boxes,  count  and  record  the  number  of  papers  in  each  box,  so  as  to 
check  any  attempt  at  fraud,  and  then  mix  all  the  ballot  papers  together  in  such 
a  way  that  it  may  not  be  known  which  papers  came  out  of  any  particular  bal- 
lot-box (rule  34).  Directions  as  to  counting  the  votes  will  be  found  in  rule  35. 
In  counting  and  recording  the  number  of  the  ballot  papers,  and  also  in  count- 
ing the  votes,  the  returning  officer  must  take  care  to  keep  the  ballot  papers 
with  their  faces  upwards,  and  must  take  all  proper  precautions  to  prevent  any- 
person  from  seeing  the  numbers  printed  on  the  backs  of  the  papers  (rule  34). 
Provisions  are  contained  in  section  4  as  to  secrecy  at  the  counting  of  the  votes 
as  well  as  at  the  proceedings  at  the  poll. 

' '  43.  Any  ballot  paper  which  has  not  the  official  mark,  or  on  which  votes 
are  given  to  more  candidates  than  the  voter  is  entitled  to  vote  for,  or  on  which 
anything  except  the  number  printed  on  the  back  is  written  or  marked  by 
which  the  voter  can  be  identified,  is  to  be  void  and  not  counted  (s.  2).  The 
power  of  deciding  on  the  validity  of  votes  rests  with  the  reurning  officer 
alone,  and  cannot  be  delegated  (s.  2).  The  returning  officer  is  to  mark  *  Ke- 
jected'  on  any  ballot  paper  which  he  may  reject  as  invalid,  and  to  add 
'Rejection  objected  to'  if  an  objection  be  in  fact  made  by  any  agent  to  his 
decision.  The  rejected  votes  are  to  be  classified  under  different  heads  (rule 
36).  If  a  vote  is  rejected  on  any  other  ground  than  those  specified  in  rule 
36,  it  must  be  entered  under  a  special  head.  The  returning  officer  is  to  rcake 
out  a  report  of  the  rejected  papers  so  classified. 

"44.  The  returning  officer  is  prohibited  from  voting  except  in  the  case  men- 
tioned in  section  2.  In  a  case  of  equality  of  votes,  if  he  cannot  vote  he  must 
make  a  double  return. 

"45.  As  soon  as  the  result  of  the  poll  is  ascertained,  the  returning  officer  is 
to  declare  elected  the  candidate  or  candidates  for  whom  the  majority  of  votes 
have  been  given,  and  to  return  their  names  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in 
Chancery  (s.  2).  The  return  is  to  be  made  by  a  certificate  endorsed  on  the 
writ  (rule  44),  and  may  be  sent  by  post.  The  indenture  by  which  the  return 
was  formerly  made  is  abolished. 

"  46.  Public  notice  of  the  names  of  the  candidates  elected,  and  of  the  total 
number  of  votes  given  for  each  candidate,  is  to  be  given  as  soon  as  possible 
(rules  45,  46). 

•''47.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  counting,  the  returning  officer  is  to  seal 
up  in  separate  packets  the  counted  and  rejected  ballot  papers.  He  is  not  to 
open  the  packets  containing  tendered  ballot  papers,  marked  copy  of  register 
of  voters,  or  counterfoils,  but  he  is,  in  the  presence  of  the  agents,  to  verify 
the  ballot  paper  acfcount  in  manner  directed  by  rule  37,  so  as  to  see  that  all 
the  ballot  papers  are  accounted  for,  and  that  no  wrong  papers  have  been  in- 


105 

troduced,  and  to  make  out  a  n-p-.i-t  i.f  the  result  of  uuch  verification.  The  re- 
turning officer  will  finally  forward  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  ChanceJy,  a* 
the  poU  books  used  to  be  forwarded  (nee  G  Viet.,  c.  18,  B.  93),  bi«  reports  made 
up  into  a  packet  and  the  several  packets  mentioned  in  rule  38,  taking  care  to 
endorse  on  each  packet  the  description  of  its  contents,  the  date  of  the  election 
to  which  they  relate,  and  the  name  of  the  county  or  borough  for  which  such 
election  was  held  (rule  38). 


"EXPENSES    OF  ELECTION. 

"48.  The  necessary  expenses  of  the  election  will,  if  properly  incurred,  be 
payable  as  heretofore  by  the  candidates  (s.  8).  The  enactment  (2  &  3  W.  4. 
c.  45.  s.  71)  which  formerly  fixed  the  amount  payable  to  deputy  returning 
officers  and  poll  clerks  has  been  repealed.  The  enactments  requiring  an  in- 
denture for  the  purpose  of  the  return  have  been  repealed,  and  by  7  and  8  W.  3,  c. 
25,  s.  2,  a  returning  officer  is  prohibited,  under  a  penalty  of  £500,  from  taking 
any  fee  or  reward  for  the  receipt,  return,  or  execution  of  any  writ. 

"  MUNICIPAL   ELECTIONS. 

"49.  The  provisions  of  the  former  law  with  respect  to  the  nomination  at 
municipal  elections  remain  unaltered,  except  that  the  form  of  nomination 
paper  is  to  be  similar  to  that  contained  in  the  second  schedule.  The  above 
instructions  with  respect  to  parliamentary  elections  apply  to  municipal  elec- 
tions, subject  to  the  modifications  mentioned  in  sections  20,  21,  and  rule  64. 
The  most  important  of  these  modifications  are  as  follows:— (1)  The  returning 
officer  is  to  be  the  mayor  or  other  person  who  under  the  old  law  presided  at 
the  election.  (2).  The  mayor  is  to  provide  the  polling  stations,  ballot-boxes, 
stamping  instruments,  and  other  necessaries.  (3).  The  day  of  the  poll  is  not 
changed  by  the  Act.  (4).  There  is  no  power  to  take  a  room  compulsorily.  (5). 
There  is  no  provision  made  for  the  appointment  of  any  agents  for  the  candi- 
dates. (6).  No  alteration  is  made  with  respect  to  the  burgess  roller  ward  list. 
(7)-iThe  casting  vote  of  the  returning  officer  is  left  to  the  old  law.  (8).  No 
return  is  required  to  be  made  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  and  all  ballot  papers 
and  documents  which  in  the  case  of  a  parliamentary  election  are  sent  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown,  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  town  clerk.  (9).  The  expenses 
of  the  election  will  be  defrayed  as  under  the  old  law.  By  section  21  ward 
assessors  are  abolished,  and  the  assessors  need  not  be  present  at  elections  held 
before  the  mayor,  but  assessors  must  still  be  elected  for  the  purpose  of  the 
revision  of  the  burgess  list. 
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"  TIMES  FOR  NOMINATION  AND  POLL. 

Counties. 

(Say)  July    1.  Receipt  of  writ. 
„        2. 

„        3.  Last  possible  day  for  notice. 
„        4. 

, ,        5.  First  possible  day  for  nomination. 
„        6. 
„        7. 

,,        8.  First  possible  day  for  poll. 
„        9. 

„  10.  Last  possible  day  for  nomination. 

„  11. 

„  12. 

„  13. 

„  14. 

„  15. 

„  16. 

„  17.  Last  possible  day  for  poll. 

Boroughs. 

(Say)  July    1.  Receipt  of  writ. 

,,        2.  Last  possible  day  for  notice. 

..  3-  . 

„  4.  First  possible  day  for  nomination. 

,,  5.  Last  possible  day  for  nomination. 

,,  6.  First  possible  day  for  poll  in  ordinary  boroughs. 

,,  7.  First  possible  day  for  poll  in  district  boroughs. 

„  8. 

,,  9.  Last  possible  day  for  poll  in  ordinary  boroughs. 

„  10. 

„  11. 

,,  12.  Last  possible  day  for  poll  in  district  boroughs, 

"  N.B.  Sundays,   Christmas  Day,   Good  Friday,    and  any  public  fast  or 
thanksgiving  day  are  not  counted  (see  rule  56)." 
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